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Redistricting will be a focus of the 2022 Legislative Session, a census process that 
occurs every ten years. Both the House and Senate Redistricting Committees 
introduced their first sets of congressional district maps this week. Most attention is on 
the third district, currently represented by democrat Congresswoman Sharice Davids. 
The district has grown significantly, and legislators must reshape the lines covering 
Wyandotte and Johnson counties. The Senate is considering their plan on Friday 
morning. 
 
Healthcare Executive Order Extension 
House Bill 2477 is headed to the Governor’s desk after the Senate passed the bill 36-2 
and the House 96-4. The bill temporarily adjusts requirements related to adult care 
homes and health care professionals in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Legislators put into law Governor Kelly’s executive orders to relieve hospitals and 
nursing homes with staffing shortages due to recent COVID spread. It gives flexibility to 
use nursing staff with expired or lapsed licenses to provide appropriate medical care, as 
well as out-of-state health care professionals to treat COVID-19 patients in Kansas. 
 
The current executive orders dealing with health care facilities were set to expire next 
month. HB 2477 extends them through January 20, 2023. 
 
Wildfire Fencing Tax Exemption 
The Senate passed Senate Bill 318 by a vote of 35-0 on Thursday. The bill allows for a 
sales tax exemption on all purchases of fencing materials and services used to enclose 
agricultural land. The bill was introduced in response to the December wildfires in 
portions of central and western Kansas that impacted over 160,000 acres across 12 
counties. 
 
The bill would also broaden the authority of county commissions to abate property taxes 
for all buildings and agricultural improvements that has been damaged in a state-
declared disaster. Each abatement is considered against county budget restraints and 
strictly at the discretion of the board of commissioners. SB 318 is retroactive to tax year 
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2019 to cover the EF4 tornados that swept through Douglas and Leavenworth counties 
in May 2019. 
 
The House Tax Committee passed a similar, but not identical, bill this week. House Bill 
2464 would also allow the county commission to declare the natural disaster rather than 
just the Adjutant General’s office. 
 
Economic Development  
This week the Department of Commerce requested the introduction of Senate Bill 347 
and House Bill 2497, which would create a mega-incentive program entitled Attracting 
Powerful Economic Expansions (APEX).  The agency disclosed Kansas is one of two 
finalists in a megaproject search and the proposed APEX program could give Kansas 
momentum to be selected.  The bill has been fast-tracked because this new incentive 
needs to be passed and signed into law by January 29th, before the company makes 
their final decision in February. 
 
The Senate Commerce Committee held two-days of hearings on the proposal where 
several economic development professionals and business groups testified in favor of 
the bill indicating these types of mega incentives are necessary for Kansas to compete 
for large projects.  The Kansas Policy Institute opposed the bill and urged lawmakers to 
consider the mega cost of the incentive program and how those dollars could be spent 
more broadly and efficiently.  The Senate Committee was scheduled to work the bill 
Thursday, however, several committee members had questions about the new incentive 
and project. The House Committee has not taken any action on their bill.  With the 
implementation deadline just over a week away, discussions will continue through the 
weekend and this bill will likely be a primary issue next week.   
 
 
Unemployment Insurance, STAR Bonds Audits 
State auditors released the second part of their audit evaluating the Kansas Department 
of Labor’s response to COVID-19 Unemployment Insurance (UI) claims. The post audit 
was presented to the Senate Commerce Committee on Thursday and estimated roughly 
$700 million in potentially fraudulent payments were made in Kansas during the 
pandemic. About half came from federal funds and half from state funds. The audit also 
estimated $2 billion in potentially fraudulent payments were prevented following the 
agencies upgraded fraud detection tools and processes were put into place. 
 
The LPA also presented their audit on the Sales Tax as Revenue (STAR) Bonds 
financing program to both the House and Senate Commerce Committees this week. 
Auditors estimated that only three out of the 16 STAR bond attractions reviewed met the 
Department of Commerce’s tourism-related goals. According to the report, it will take 
the state decades to recoup the sales tax revenue lost from the STAR bond districts 
evaluated. They concluded that the financing program is a major state economic 
development tool and has provided more than $1 billion toward development programs 
since it began. However, they warned lawmakers that most projects don’t draw out-of-
state tourists to Kansas, which limits their ability to generate new revenues for the state. 
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Renewable Energy Regulations 
Senate Bills 323 and 324 will be heard in the Senate Utilities Committee next 
Wednesday and Thursday. SB 323 sets requirements for instruments that convey a 
wind or solar lease or easement and requires that certain disclosures be provided to 
landowners. SB 324 establishes procedures that may be used to void or terminate 
leases or easements for electricity generation using wind or solar energy resources. 
Senate Bill 325 will be heard in the Senate Local Government Committee on Tuesday 
and Thursday and outlines requirements relating to zoning and recordation of wind and 
solar energy resource easements and leases. 
 
Three more bills were introduced this week that target wind and solar energy 
development in Kansas. Senate Bill 353 establishes certain setback and construction 
requirements for new wind energy facilities and certain operating conditions for existing 
facilities. The other two bills are awaiting bill numbers. One deals with non-participating 
landowners surrounding a wind or solar project, and the other repeals the first ten-year 
property tax exemption on the life of a wind generation facility. 
 
The Senate Utilities Committee Chairman Mike Thompson (R-Shawnee) has broken up 
last year’s comprehensive Senate Bill 279, which did not pass out of his committee, into 
individual bills to be considered separately this session. 
 
Budget Review 
House budget subcommittees started meeting this week. These subcommittees initially 
review and deliberate on budgets proposed by agencies. Many of the first meetings are 
basic agency reviews, because some members of the subcommittees are not full-time 
members of the main Appropriations Committee. Having these part-time members is 
done to give more legislators a broader experience and knowledge of the legislative 
budgeting process and state government. 
 
The Kansas Board of Regents (KBOR) started their budget process this week. While 
not as big as the K-12, their budget is still hundreds of millions of dollars. KBOR handles 
the state public universities, community, and technical colleges. The first committee 
meeting reviewed federal COVID relief funds that the KBOR system has received. 
COVID has affected higher education in many ways, but remote learning being the 
biggest factor. This hybrid teaching method has gained popularity with students and 
could be used more in the future. The Regents have taken notice and are considering 
reducing their physical footprint in response. 
 
The Senate budget subcommittees are likely to start meeting next week when agencies 
will begin their budget requests. 
 
Key Hearings This Week 
 
Senate Bill 150 was reviewed and passed out of the Senate Judiciary Committee on 
Wednesday. The bill, introduced and heard in 2021, creates law and requirements 
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related to legal advertising and the use of protected health information to solicit 
individuals for legal services. The bill awaits consideration by the full Senate. 
 
Senate Bill 335 was heard by the Senate Financial Institutions and Insurance 
Committee. The bill would exempt self-funded association health plans that are 
federally regulated and not under the jurisdiction of the Kansas Insurance Department 
from the annual state premium tax. Action is expected to be taken on the bill next week. 
 
Senate Bill 326 was heard by the Senate Assessment and Taxation Committee on 
Tuesday. The bill would allow an income tax credit for qualified railroad track 
maintenance expenditures of short line railroads and associated rail siding owners or 
lessees. No action was taken on the bill. 
 
Senate Bill 181 is a bill from 2021 and was heard by the House Federal and State 
Affairs on Wednesday. The bill establishes the Elevator Safety Act and sets a state 
regulatory framework for the licensing, inspection, and maintenance of elevators. 
Elevators used for agricultural and aviation purposes and in wind turbines are currently 
exempted in the bill. Cities and counties that have equally or more stringent regulation 
programs already in place are also not covered. The bill passed the Senate last year. 
No action was taken by the House committee this week. 
 
Notable Bill Introductions, Upcoming Hearings 
 
House Bill 2484 and House Bill 2487 will be heard in the House Taxation Committee on 
Tuesday.  Both bills exempt the state sales tax on food and discontinues the use of the 
food sales tax credit.  HB 2487 also exempts farm products sold at farmers’ markets. 
The bills allow for local cities and counties to levy the local sales tax on food and food 
products. 
 
House Bill 2463 prohibits any changes to the KanCare program before January 1, 2026 
and instructs the Secretary of Health and Environment to negotiate new or extend 
current contracts with managed care organizations to administer the Medicaid program 
through at least December 31, 2025. A hearing will be held in the House Health 
Committee on Wednesday. 
 
House Bill 2466  establishes the Promoting Advancement in Computing Knowledge 
Act to increase the availability of computer science education in Kansas schools and 
will be heard in House Education Committee next Tuesday. 
 
Senate Bill 359 was introduced this week and expanding the eligible uses for the 0% 
state rate for sales tax for certain utilities and the levying of sales tax on such sales 
by cities and counties and authorizing cities and counties to exempt such sales from 
such city or county taxes.  
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