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What is Advent
Advent means something is coming - something important. It is the time to

prepare our hearts and our homes to enter a season during which God
becomes the central theme of our lives. This Advent reading is designed for

you to read Monday-Friday the four weeks leading up to Christmas. This
content has been created for you to be able to ponder and/or discuss with
your friends and family. It is appropriate to read with your children as well.

With that said, welcome to the season of Advent. Grab a Bible, read the
suggested scripture and let’s begin.

 

Characters. We think of a character as a person playing a role. While this is the
standard definition, I think it is safe to say we know that there are some very

strong roles that are played by an object or a feeling. Some of my favorite shows
make characters out of places. If you ever watched the show LOST, you know the

Island is a major character in the plot-line. Many things, not just people, 
can be a character in a story. 

We are a part of a story, a really beautiful story. This Advent season we want to
invite you into the story of Christmas. We aren’t going to just look at the few major

players who get all the attention in the songs of the season, but we are going to
spend a little bit of time looking at different characters in this unbelievable

narrative we celebrate every year. We will ask you to read each day from the
perspective of a different key player in the story. While you are reading, try to

remember that we know the part of the story that they did not know. We know the
end. At the end of each reading, we give you room to ponder. Take time to ask
yourself these questions or to discuss them with your family. We hope you find

yourself in this story, because as followers of Christ, 
thanks be to God...this is a part of our story.

 
 



 Week 1



 

At night we like to turn on a fan to drown out any sound that we may hear during the night
so as not to disturb our sleep. Sometimes I think we are actually just trying to drown out the
silence. Silence can be peaceful but it can also be scary. In silence we must confront our
thoughts. 

The Israelites had been on an incredibly long journey during which they went from faithful
obedience to direct disobedience. They were enslaved and set free. They asked for a king
and then hated being told what to do. They had been promised that a Savior would come to
set things right. The prophet Malachi spoke about the Son of Righteousness rising with
healing in His wings. This sounds totally epic.  They hear this message and then for 400
actual years there was no recorded movement of God among them or to them. There was
no record of another prophet coming forward and speaking a message from God to his
people. Silence. During this time the Israelites waited and waited. And waited. 
Some remained faithful and some did not. Some turned and waited on the Lord while they
told the story of God’s faithfulness to their children and grandchildren. Some became
Pharisees and some became Sadducees. Some translated the scripture from Hebrew to
Greek. Some may have assumed that God had left them. Had had abandoned them?  
This time was called the intertestamental period. During this time people were not satisfied
by their religions, and a hunger was stirring in all people for Truth. In addition, there was a
common language that people spoke (Koine Greek). Hebrew scripture was now translated
into Greek and Latin so all people had access to it.  People were curious about God. And the
world, not just the Israelites, needed Him. The world was progressing as well. The Romans
had developed a roads system which would prove to be instrumental in the spread of the
Gospel. There was also a sense of peace in the land which make it easy for people to travel
with no worry of harm. 
So, now we ask again. In the time of silence, was God just mad? No, by no means. God was
at work. He was setting the stage for the grand entrance of the Christ Child, Galatians 4:4,
“But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the
law.”

ponder
How do you feel when you are in complete silence? 
Do you trust that God is still at work when you cannot see or hear Him? 

Silence
monday

Galatians 4:4



 

God
Tuesday

Read from the perspective of God. 
Genesis 17:1-8.

Each year, one of my favorite things to listen to is Handel’s Messiah. It is such a beautiful piece of work.
One of the lines that is so elegantly written is:
“And his name….Shall be Call-ed”….here it comes….
“Wonderful, Counselor, Almighty God, the Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” Did you sing it? It is
hard not to! This song has been giving chills to the masses since 1741. This song is literally singing the
promises of what God had planned for us! 
God’s plan is not new. It has always existed; however, God does things in his own time.
All the way back in Genesis we read about God making a covenant with Abraham. It is important to note
that a covenant is a binding agreement contingent on both parties for its fulfillment. God is holding
himself accountable, too.  
What is the covenant? God tells Abraham that all his male offspring and all males in the family (the
Israelites/Hebrew people) will be circumcised as a sign of being set apart for God. What will God do? He
will be their God and he will keep them. This is God speaking to Abraham, “And I will establish my
covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring with you.” Gen 17:7
“Everlasting” is the word that is used here. Everlasting seems like forever, because it is forever. Do you
want to live in this fallen world forever? God does not have this future for his people. His desire is to
redeem his people. How, in a sinful world, could we remain a kept people? Only by the grace of God
through the Savior, Redeemer; Only through God himself. God keeps us.

Hear these words from the Prophet Isaiah chapter 9 and consider the heart of God as he prepares the
Hebrew people for the Messiah. He is telling them of a different way that is to come. 
(read all of Isaiah 9:1-7 for its full glory)
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on
them has light shone….For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his
shoulder, and his name shall be called, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
On the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end... The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
“

There is a new Kingdom and we are able to be a part of it as we follow God - through Jesus - THE
EVERLASTING FATHER. Do you see this? The covenant has been upheld through Christ. And he even
took it up a notch. In God’s Kingdom, Peace will rule forever. We, as followers of Christ, are invited into
this work of bringing peace into the here and now - into the coming of the Kingdom. 

ponder
God is faithful to fulfill His 𝗪𝗼𝗿𝗱. What is a time you have experienced God’s faithfulness in your life or
in someone else's life? How can you participate in God’s work of bringing God’s peace-filled kingdom to
the here and now?



 

Gabriel
Wednesday

Read from the perspective of Gabriel. 
Daniel 8:15-16 9:21-25

Luke 1:26-38

They don’t age. [The time between Gabriel showing up to explain things to Daniel and then
again to Zechariah and Mary (which you will read later this week) was roughly 500 years.]
They look and sound like us - like people. 
They spend time with God. 

Imagine having this job.
You are assigned by your boss to show up and surprise a teenage girl. Upon entering out of
nowhere you begin…
“Hi, It’s great to be here with you because I’ve heard you are very special - at least the Lord thinks
so.”
She looks at you like you are a monster but can’t really tell if you are good or bad. She tries to figure
you out. 
You speak. “Don’t be afraid…” and then you tell her that she is going to have to go through
something that is really hard, that could potentially make her a social outcast, but it's good because
doing this hard thing is an honor.
She listens and then says, “Let it be.”
Then you leave.

Let me not suggest that a human has the capacity to do this job. This is the job of an angel. Have
you spent any time thinking about what it must be like to be an angel?

When we look at the story of Christmas, we tend to hurry through the fact that an actual angelic
being shows up to deliver life changing news to humans. Remember that God had been silent.
Prophets were not active. No person was speaking on behalf of God. And then a heavenly being
shows up. If you ever wonder if our salvation story starts with Jesus’ Birth, let me assure you this
story is more complex than that. Did you notice that the same angelic being who spoke to Daniel
about the coming of the anointed one was also the angel who announced that it was now time? We
know that Gabriel, who is listed by name, got the joy of delivering some whoppers to the people in
these stories. 
Gabriel stands in the presence of God, and his role in this story was to communicate (over the
course of history) the coming of the Savior, the Anointed One. I bet he was pretty excited to get to
deliver this news. 

ponder
Has there been a time when you were able to be the bearer of good news? What does it mean to
you when you see that this character has been speaking into the story for more than 500 years? 



 

Elizabeth
Thursday

Read from the perspective of Elizabeth.
Luke 1:5-7, 24-25,39-45

Have you ever wanted something so badly that you thought about it all the time and never
felt satisfied? Elizabeth wanted a child. In her time not having a child was almost shameful. If
you didn’t have a child, your family line ended. What do we know about Elizabeth? She was
barren and she was righteous before God. She walked blamelessly in all the commandments
and statutes of the Lord...which if you need to be reminded of how many there were, take a
look at Leviticus. The basic truth around the character of Elizabeth and Zechariah is that they
were famous for their faithfulness to God. They were content. Elizabeth was upstanding even
though she was wanting. In the story of Christmas, we sometimes view the characters only
through the lens of what they got in the end. However; I think it is good for us to see what
they didn’t have and how they lived through through the messy life they lived. 
Elizabeth was an old woman who would have potentially been seen as someone who had no
favor with God because she didn’t have any children and yet she was known for her
faithfulness. What she had didn’t affect how she loved the Lord her God. She was wise.
When Mary and Elizabeth meet, we see this crazy thing happen. The baby inside Elizabeth
jumps when it hears Mary. And why did Elizabeth believe this happened? Elizabeth knew that
Mary was carrying the Holy One. She addresses her as such. “Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.” No doubt about it. And hear what she says to
the mother of Jesus.
“Blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her
from the Lord.”
Do you know who didn’t believe all this? Zechariah, Elizabeth's own husband, at least night
right away (more on him tomorrow). What else is important about this interaction? Elizabeth
shows grace to her cousin, who would have been treated poorly for being pregnant without
a husband. Elizabeth sees things for what they are to God rather than society. She walks with
the Lord and knows His ways are perfect. She also knows that she gets to be a part of this
story, and she is here for it. Are you?

ponder
Is there an area in your life where you need to find contentment and trust the Lord?



 

Zechariah
Friday

Read from the perspective of Zechariah
Luke 1:5-23

We live in a culture of speed. Hurry. Rush. Busy. We look at those words as negative. We
love the idea of a slow life. We love taking a stroll or sitting with a cup of tea or coffee and
taking our sweet time. But what about when someone makes you wait? We cannot help but
think, “HURRY UP!” Remember that time you called that company and they had you on hold
for what seemed like hours? I could ask that question because it happens to all humans.
Now, some companies have it set up so when you call them a very nice recording will give
you the option of calling you back when they are ready to take your call (in the order it was
received). In the meantime you can go on living your life. And then they actually call back! I
am always surprised when that phone call happens. We then deal with our business and
carry on with our lives with the problem taken care of. 
This is how I look at Zechariah. He is an old man and is faithful just like his wife. (We talked
about her yesterday). He is abiding in the Lord and carrying on. Let’s not pretend for a
second that he hasn’t called on God to give him a family. Scripture tells us his prayer had
been heard. But in the meantime, he carried on. He was waiting for his call back.
And then. 
“Oh hey there, Gabriel.” 
Of all the people in all of time that God decides to speak to after 400 years, he chose
Zechariah. Wouldn’t you have been shocked too?
He doesn’t believe it. He cannot see how it will work. They are old now! Gabriel reintroduces
us to the character of silence at this time as he makes Zechariah mute. I wonder if
Zechariah ever doubted again?
Belief, even when you see evidence of truth, is not always easy. 

ponder
What prayers do you have that you would be shocked to see God answer? Do you believe
they could somehow still be answered?



 Week 2



Mary
Monday

Read from the perspective of Mary
Luke 1:29-37

If you take two seconds to google, “How old was Mary when Jesus was born?” you get a whole lot of
answers between the ages of twelve and twenty, but most of them will land you culturally around
fourteen. 
I am around children all the time. The number one lesson I have to repeat to them is this; “The
world doesn’t revolve around you. You are just a part of it.” It is very hard for me to wrap my mind
around what is happening in this text when I consider that Mary is around 14 years old, and she
considers the rest of the world more important than herself. It is necessary to remember that we
are following a time of silence from God. No one knows that Zechariah or Elizabeth has heard from
the Lord. There was no way to communicate this yet. Imagine being Mary. Can you even put
yourself in her sandals? We have heard this story so many times that we tend to hear it with no
emotion, mystery or magic. This news had a massive impact on Mary personally and also everyone
around her. Not to mention the fact that it would have been intensely terrifying for an angelic being
to show up and deliver this news! Yet, What did this young girl do? In order, she: discerned, 
 listened, asked a clarifying question, and trusted.
It seems like Mary doesn’t even question the responsibility she has been given.
I am not sure we can comprehend how earth shaking this situation was. She receives it in
obedience and with honor. She claims this truth, “I am the servant of the Lord; Let it be to me
according to your word.” I imagine a world where Mary cries and yells, “No way, why me, this is
going to be terrible for my social media presence. I will be an outcast. Everyone will think that I am
lying. Me. My timeline. My life. My will.” But not Mary. Mary hears the word of Gabriel, “for nothing
will be impossible with God.” and she believes it. We know Mary was human so this had to have
been scary for her. We all face scary things and doubt that God is in control. But what if we could
face our fears the way that Mary does? She says, “to this thing I have been called and I will be
faithful in it.” Maybe you are going through a situation in your own life and your response has been
based on how the world will see you. Consider the question, “who are you living to please, man or
God?”

ponder
After reading this story and putting yourself in the position of Mary, can you imagine being okay
with this situation? We don’t know how long the Angel and Mary spoke, but we do know that Mary
was thoughtful about her response. The text is clear about that. Are there any situations in your life
right now that you need to thoughtfully work through? Think about working through the process
that Mary models: Discern, listen to the Lord, prayerfully seek the Lord, trust that God is Faithful
and, finally, NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE WITH GOD.



Song
Tuesday

Luke 1:46-56
Words play a massive role in our lives. We use them far too often. And far too often, I use
far too many. Poetry has lost its place in our western society. With words we do a lot, but
spending thoughtful time on them is not one of the greater pastimes of the last three years.
There is much to be said for responding slowly. Our world would greatly improve if we used
our words for edification, for praise, and for building one another up. I believe we have
spent most of our time emotionally reacting instead of spending time examining how we
truly feel about something. In order to think about our words, we have to slow down. We
have to process. We must give way to the emotions that we actually feel. This would be a
good time to let silence play a greater role in your story. We spend our words on things that
don’t matter much or don’t come from a place of any real thought. I, for one, am often guilty
of saying whatever comes to mind.
Eugene Peterson says, “We cannot be too careful about the words we use; we start out
using them and they end up using us.”
What if, in our current circumstances in this season, we were to slow down and not only
write how we feel but also offer praise through our words? Can you find anything in your life
to praise God about?
If we took the time to write our words, what would they say? Would our song be anything
like Mary’s? Would we lift God to the position of authority? Would we praise God for what
he has done? Would we measure the goodness he has shown us or say that we trust Him
because of God’s history of faithfulness from generation to generation? Or, would we speak
lies to ourselves about who we are or how we were created? Do our words make us, or do
we speak from the inner parts of who we were created to be? 
As a very young woman, Mary is so slow and steady in her response to a very difficult
situation. She is able to count herself as a blessed, humble servant. She sees her
circumstance from the perspective of the impact it will have on the world. She knows this
isn’t just about her, and she praises God for the role she gets to play in history. Mary
experiences such joy in trusting the Lord. Her response is a song of praise. 

ponder
I want to challenge you to take the time to write your own song of praise. You don’t have to
sing it or even speak it outloud. This one is for you and God. Lift it to the Lord. If you are
doing this with your family, take turns writing verses of the same song. Be creative. Have
fun. See what you come up with!
Are there any praise songs that you resonate with? Share them with someone or take some
time to listen to one today.



Tradition
Wednesday

Luke 1:57-66

The character of tradition plays a huge role in all our lives, especially this time of year.
Christmas as a national holiday is nothing if not a season of traditions. The songs, the
cheesy movies, coming “home,” cozy food, gifts and whatever weird thing your family does
that you think everyone else does until you get to college or get married and find out that
isn't the case. 
Traditions exist for a reason, and they play a huge role in our lives. By definition, tradition is
the transmission of customs or beliefs from generation to generation, or the act of being
passed on in this way.  
In today's reading we are witnessing a very “behind the scenes” look into a break in
tradition. When Elizabeth tells her friends and family that they are going to name their son
John they question her. 
Tradition has now been broken.
They can’t believe it. No one in their family is named John. They have to ask Zechariah...who
still cannot speak even 8 days after John is born. Zechariah assures them by writing, “His
name is John.”
When the silence is broken, Zechariah regains use of his words and what does he do with
them?
He blesses God. Obedience leads to praise no matter what you have walked through.
Their friends and family are actually fearful of what they have just witnessed and it left them
considering that maybe God was moving among them again. 
Sometimes traditions have to be set aside in order for us to be obedient.
As the stage is being set for Jesus, we see God start to disrupt their well known traditions. It
doesn’t stop here. Even Jesus broke traditions. Did you know that Jesus healed on the
sabbath? He was literally giving life to people and was being scolded for it because of the
day of the week. 
Sometimes, we are so set in the way things have been, that we don’t consider the way that
things should be.

ponder
Have you thoughtfully considered why you do what you do when it comes to traditions? 
What are some of your favorite traditions around the holiday? Are there any traditions you
could break to make room for new traditions that have a deeper meaning?



John
Thursday

Read from the perspective of John
Luke 1:17, 1:57-60, Mark 1:1-8

Mark 1:80 says, “and the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day of
his public appearance to Israel.”
John 1:33-34 gives us an idea that John didn’t “know” Jesus or perhaps hadn’t seen proof that Jesus was the
Son of God. Scripture says that God had revealed this to John, “He on whom you see the spirit descend and
remain this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” And John declares. “I have seen and borne witness that
this is the Son of God.” 

In January 2020 I was afforded the opportunity to visit Israel. We were casually walking with our guide when she
stopped at a tree and picked a pod from it. “This is a Carob pod. You see how they look like Locusts? This is also
known as St. John's bread. It is believed that when the scripture says that John the Baptist ate locusts, he was
actually eating these pods from this tree. Animals eat them, and it is possible for someone to live off them, but
they don’t taste good.” Imagine this 39 year old’s mind exploding when I realized that John the Baptist could have
just been a hippie who lived off the land instead of a crazy man who ate bugs.The world thought he was crazy
because he spent his life growing up in the desert/wilderness telling everyone to get ready because the Kingdom
of God was at hand. Salvation was near. It is not just an expression of speech. He was quite literally the voice
crying out in the wilderness, “Make straight the way of the Lord.” People thought he was bananas. Context is
everything here. He would have been only the second prophet to speak on behalf of God for 400 years
(Zechariah would have been the first) and look how scripture describes him.  
What would you have done? From before John’s conception, he had a calling on his life and no substance or
people in the world could compete for his attention. He set himself apart from society and did not live like
everyone else. *There are all sorts of stories that tell of John living with a group of men in the wilderness who kept
themselves separate from sinful culture and spent all their time transcribing scripture. Imagine being him. His
father prophesied over him (more on that tomorrow) and he lived his life knowing this prophecy. Luke 1:76 “You,
child, will be called the prophet of the Most high; you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways.” 
We know from when Mary and Elizabeth got together that they knew that Jesus was Lord. So didn’t John? 
Surely John would have known Jesus, he would have been 6 months older than Jesus. Don’t you think that if you
were told your cousin was the savior of the world you may have had some doubts? 
We honestly don’t know much about John's life, but here is what we do know. 

We can be certain that when the spirit descended on Jesus, it was CONFIRMATION to John that Jesus was the Son
of God. John prepared the way. As we get closer to Christmas, we prepare our hearts for what is to come. John’s
message to the masses was this, “Make straight the way of the Lord, repent for the forgiveness of sins. A time is
coming when all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” He was calling all people to position their hearts to
openness to this Savior who was to come. He calls them to repent. Repent means to think differently and change
behavior. Repentance isn’t about feeling badly, it’s about reposturing your heart, mind, and actions. You change
your mind, ask for forgiveness, and then live differently!

ponder
In order to prepare for the Lord, we need to make a way and clear a path. Are there areas in your life where you
need to repent in order to prepare for the way of the Lord?

*These stories are called Midrash. The people were called the Essenes. 
They lived in Qumran where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found.



Prophecy
Friday

Luke 1:67-79
Maybe it’s just me, but there have been a few times in my life where I catch myself singing a song, and I
realize I know all the words but I’ve never thought about what they mean. Sometimes when I realize what
the song is about, I think, “I should probably never sing this again.” Sometimes when I realize what I’m
singing, it takes my breath away; the truth of it is that we sing a lot of Christmas carols each year. Have you
ever stopped to listen to some of the words that you say? Have you ever sung Oh Little town of
Bethlehem? It goes like this: Oh little town of Bethlehem how still we see thee lie. Above thy deep and
dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting light. The hopes and
fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. The hopes and fears of all the years? What in the world? 
Prophesy is the message of God being revealed to his people by one of his people, making the messenger
a prophet. The messages are a telling of something that will come to pass. 
Some prophecies in the Old Testament are pretty terrible, some are promises with hope, and some are
just giving God’s people a heads up that some tough times are coming. Some are about the coming
Savior/Messiah. 
There are more than 50 prophecies in the Old Testament about the coming Messiah. For those of you
who are fact checkers, prophecy is for you. The messages that God spoke about the coming Messiah can
be fact checked by the life of Jesus. The fact that there are so many prophecies saying different things
about one person (Jesus) and they all came to pass should cause our jaws to drop in wonder. How could
this be? 
This is because God had a plan. God knew what Jesus would be like, and he let us in on it through the
voice of his prophets. Prophecy is a major character of the Christmas story. 
Today we read Zechariah's prophecy over John’s life. He tells John what his role will be and what he is
supposed to tell the people. He is telling John that the prophecies of old are being fulfilled, and he needed
to let people know the kind of Savior that was coming...
“Because of the tender mercy of our God the sunrise shall visit us from on high” (Jesus, the everlasting
Light) “to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death” (the dark streets) “to guide
our feet into the way of peace.” 
Jesus is like the sunrise on the shadow of death and he will lead us in the way of peace. Can I get an
amen!?
How kind is our God to let his people in on the plan along the way to prepare them for what was to come? 
The hope from the prophecies of old and the fears of people are met in the birth of the unlikely Christ
child in an unlikely city. The fulfillment of these prophecies changed everything. Now God is physically on
earth to speak his words and show people how to live. Peace has come.

ponder
Listen to a version of Oh Little Town of Bethlehem and sit in the wonder of prophecy being fulfilled. 
Thank God for being faithful to his promises. 



 Week 3



Joseph
Monday

Read from the perspective of Joseph
Matthew 1:1-2, 16-25

 
 When I was little and we got to the genealogies in our Bible reading, I began to zone out. I would think,

“Why does this matter?” As an adult, I realize that a large part of our story is where we came from. God had
been preserving the Hebrew people to uphold the covenant He made with Abraham and now, enter
Joseph. 
Let's be honest. Mary gets all the credit in this story and we honestly don’t know much about Joseph. He
was a carpenter (translated he was a mason), he had multiple children after Jesus, and we see the way he
handled being called into a very scandalous situation meant to bring about the Savior of the world. 
In reading this story it would seem that Joseph got the news that Mary, (the girl he was “engaged to”) was
pregnant after Mary had the news. Mary was probably the one who had to tell him in the first place.
IMAGINE THIS. Do you think you would have believed her? Joseph was probably heartbroken, but there is
more to this story. Scripture points to the idea that he was worried about her as well. His character would
have been defamed by all who saw Mary walking around pregnant. He would have to either believe that
Mary had a boyfriend on the side or that she was telling the truth that this was “God’s Baby, The Son of
God.” Imagine that conversation. 
This part of the story is rarely told around the Christmas tree, “Mary was found to be with child from the
Holy Spirit. And her betrothed, Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to
divorce her quietly. BUT as he considered these things, Behold an angel.”
Joseph was considering running away or sending her away. BUT GOD. I love these two words together
more than any other two. We live inside of a story where we put our story together and think it is going to
end up a total mess, BUT GOD has another plan. God is good to Joseph here. I don’t know how long it took
for Joseph to hear from the angel but imagine his terror and also relief when Jospeh learned what the Lord
was cooking up. His family line started with Abraham and up next on the roster; Jesus, the Son of God. And
Joseph gets to be the Dad. No pressure there buddy. The thing that stands out to me is that Joseph had an
exit plan, and he was pondering it, not acting on it was when God sent him the Truth.

ponder
Sometimes we face trials and have no idea if God is real or if God sees us. In this story, Joseph is walking
through something very difficult and has plans to walk away, BUT GOD shows up and gives him insight.
Has there ever been a time in your life when you were making a decision that seemed huge or impossible
to you and you felt that God sent you some truth? Is there a situation you are in right now where you
could use direction from God? Ask God to clearly lead you to His plans. 



Culture
Tuesday

Read with the perspective of what was happening in the world.
 Luke 2:1-5

 
 Do a quick survey of your life and answer the question, “What has been the biggest cultural event in my

life?”
We used to work with youth in Dallas, TX and this is a great question to ask in a group. One time we were
in a group and someone asked this question. For me, the answer is, “I will never forget 9/11. Watching the
twin towers fall - and what happened in the world after is something that I will never forget.” One of the
girls took her turn to answer and she said, “I will never forget the day that Big Tex burned to the ground.”
For those of you less familiar with the Texas State Fair, Big Tex is a 52 foot tall cowboy who waves to all the
people at the fair (and speaks). On October 19th, 2012, he caught fire. This was the cultural event that
defined this young girl's life…so far.  
I laughed a little then, and I laugh at it now, but it is true that the culture impacts us. In today's reading we
have insight into a major player of the Christmas story. Why would the Son of God be born next to
animals? because there was a cultural event happening. All the people in the “known” world, meaning the
citizens of the Roman empire, were called to be counted. The timing was terrible for Mary. She now had to
travel while VERY pregnant in order to be counted. 
There is culture in general, and then there are cultural events. Not only did a cultural event send them to
Bethlehem in order for the Savior of the world to be born in the lowliest of places, but also Mary and
Joseph were dead center to the most important cultural moment ever. Jesus being born. 
In the last two years alone we have experienced cultural event after cultural event that has shaped the
conversations on the phone, around the dinner table, and between our screens. The culture has shaped
where we have decided to move, or what job to have. Culture has dictated what we wear, what is socially
acceptable to say. Cultural events have told us who to love and who to fear. What if we are allowing the
wrong culture and cultural events to dictate our way of living? Mary and Joseph made the best of where
they found themselves. These two young people were in a culture that would have shamed them, in the
middle of a cultural event that misplaced them. And yet, they knew that no matter where they were, they
were literally living to give the Son of God room in their lives. 

No matter what “culture” says…and be sure that depending on what you surround yourself with and where
you live the messages are different…There is one culture that we are called to be a part of. This is the
same as Mary and Joseph no matter what city they found themselves in. We are called to live in a Kingdom
culture. Where we, like Jesus, work to bring peace on earth, love those who are hard to love, and care
about things that have an eternal significance. 

ponder
Can you define what the culture is where you live? Are there any major cultural events that affected your
life? What would it look like if you lived to make room for Jesus in your life?



Innkeeper
Wednesday

Read from the perspective of the man keeping the Inn.
 Luke 2:1-5

 
 I bet you thought I was going to talk about Jesus today. We will, I promise, but today…The Innkeeper. I have

been in the church world all my life. If there is one minor character in this story who gets to play the worst
role of all time, it’s Mr. Innkeeper. Maybe he shouldn’t even get a role in the play, but his part is necessary
if you want to have someone with a speaking part directing the story. The innkeeper gets a bad rep, but it
wasn’t his fault.  
This major cultural moment had so many people in one place that all the inns were booked. There was no
expedia, hotels.com or airbnb. They could not call ahead and make reservations. Many people would have
piled in with their families and relatives, but not Mary and Joseph. They needed a place to stay and all the
places were full. 
And the poor Innkeeper is left to tell a pregnant woman and her desperate husband that he has no room
in his inn. 
I bet he felt horrible! Do you think Mary pulled out the old, “but this is the God’s baby” card? Most likely
not, better not to draw more attention to herself. 
I can almost imagine being this guy. He watches them walk in, very tired, very uncomfortable. He sees her,
she is so pregnant. He has a little compassion, but he just can’t meet their needs. No actual scripture tells
us how Mary and Joseph ended up with the animals…but for the sake of story and fun, I like to think the
innkeeper gave them a nod. “Hey, I can’t give you a place, all my family is here and they have already filled
our home. We are out of rooms, and I’m so very sorry. I know this isn’t ideal, but I have an extra set of
linens and I know there is a cave out there where shepherds keep their sheep when they are out at night,
maybe you could stay in there.”
The stable wasn’t a barn like we imagine in today's world. It was a cave that would have protected against
the elements and kept livestock safe. 
So they went. 
Maybe the Innkeeper sent them, maybe not. But if we think about it like this, it leads me to ask an
interesting question. If you don’t have anything to give…do you still have something to offer? In this season,
we can often feel tapped out. We have spent all the money and all the time. We feel like we have nothing
left to give. But when we see hurting or loneliness or desperation do we have enough emotional capital to
give something? Pay attention to what is around you. Maybe pray for someone who the Lord has laid on
your heart. Maybe make a phone call to someone you miss or need to connect to. Maybe write an actual
real life letter to let someone know how they have blessed your life. 

ponder
Take time and offer something extra to someone around you. What is something you can offer? Who can
you bless?



Light
Thursday

Luke 2:6-7, John 1:1-13
 
 
 Maybe you’ve woken up in the middle of the night from a bad dream and didn’t want to fall back asleep.

Maybe you were up with a sick family member, friend, or you were sick yourself. Maybe you have always
had problems sleeping, or can'tsleep becuase something is weighing heavily on you. If you have
experienced any of these, then you know what the greatest feeling in the world is. It’s that moment when
light breaks the darkness of night and you are not alone anymore. It’s not that you suddenly have
company, but it feels like there might be someone else awake somewhere. Why? Because light brings
comfort. Light brings hope. Light pierces darkness and it gives us a new day and it helps us to see things
for what they truly are. Light is a character in each of our lives. We count on it without even thinking about
it. No one desires to walk in darkness. 
As we are recounting the story of Jesus coming into the world we must see that the Christ Child is light. 
In Gen 1:3 we read about God beginning all things by speaking this word, “Let there be light!” and then in
today's reading from John we read about a fulfillment of light coming again into the darkness. Jesus as light
is both a metaphor and sometimes literal as we see in scripture. We are no longer in darkness. The sun
has risen and this light cannot be hidden. When it shines on us it reveals all the things in us, it changes us -
when light is in us, there can be no darkness, and it calls us to action.
As I have been writing this, I have spent more time than you can imagine thinking about all the different
ways that light matters to us and what it means for Jesus to be the Light. 
At the end of the day, I keep coming back to this scripture; Ephesians 5:8-17 
“For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. 
Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), and 
try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead
expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. But when anything is
exposed by the light, it becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

“Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.””

Awake, O Sleeper! Get up, get out of the death you used to walk in and let Christ shine his marvelous light
into your life. Because we have received the light, we now get to shine it.

ponder
If light reveals things and makes us unafraid, what does it mean to you that Jesus is Light? Where do you
need Light to shine on you to bring you life? Is there anything in your life that you need to expose to Light
so as to live as a Child of God? Is there any place that God can use you today to shine light?



Host
Friday

Read from the Perspective of the heavenly host. 
luke 2:8-14

 
 
 
 

Admittedly, Annie was one of my favorite movies growing up. I used to walk around singing the songs. Two
of my favorites are, “hard knock life” and “I think I'm gonna like it here.” This story follows a little girl from
her hard life in an orphanage (where she believes there is a family out there who loves her and wants her)
to finding a family, but not one she was expecting. She is living in the world with the belief that there is a
new way of life for her. She has an open heart. One day, a woman shows up and takes her to Mr.
Warbucks’ house. Sweet Annie is quickly moved from her sad life to a place where it seems as though all
her dreams are coming true. How is she welcomed? A multitude of hosts singing, “I think you’re gonna like
it here.” There are dozens of people who do the work for Mr. Warbucks to make sure that everything and
everyone who is in his home is taken care of. Each one has a job and they are delighted to serve. On this
day, they get the joy of letting someone new into the atmosphere of their beloved home. Today, hosting
her is their favorite honor.

Back to the scripture. The definition of who shows up with the angel is this. “Suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God.” Host is defined like an army. And the word multitude
is clear to say that this is a very large group. So a large angel army suddenly appears. I'm taking creative
freedom to imagine that these angels actually do play the host. 

I imagine all these angelic beings being the bearer of light behind a veil. They can see through the veil and
see these few shepherds sitting on a dark starry night. I imagine them being excited, laughing and saying
to one another, “these shepherds have no idea what's about to happen. Has any other group of angels
gotten to do this before?” they ask. They watch as the first angel steps through the veil and they hear him
speak the good news of great joy. They all wait in anticipation until it's time. The angel says his line, “Lying
in a manger.”
The veil is quickly pulled back and there they are in all their heavenly glory. Bright. Light. Loud. So many of
them all together and they all speak together “Praise God. You can finally experience peace on earth when
you follow Jesus!”  
We see the translation, “Peace, goodwill towards me.” God has GOOD WILL for you.
 I’m just going to say it. “I think you're gonna like it here!” 
Then they are gone. Back to do the work of God…preparing, fighting on our behalf, delivering messages. 
How fun, for that day, to join the chorus of the welcoming committee. This angelic group got to be the first
hosts to welcome shepherds, a lowly crew, into the new way; peace and goodwill.

ponder
How can you play host and welcome someone into the presence of God this season?



 Week 4



Shepherds
Monday

Read from the perspective of the shepherds
Luke 2:8-17

 
 
 
 
 
 

My life is a series of me asking, “God, what is it that I am doing?” Followed by a season of hard work.
Followed by a season of change. Which then leads me to my knees in thankfulness that the Lord has used
more of my past to supply for the present and surprise me with what is to come. I find myself about once
a year STUNNED by the faithfulness of God. How am I stunned by something that I experience regularly? It
always comes to me as a surprise that God would be so good and so kind and so faithful…even though He
says He is. Why would God bless me? And I stand amazed. 

To summarize the role of the shepherd; being a shepherd put you in the lowest working class and it was
usually a job done by young people. You may remember David (of David and Goliath), the youngest of 8
boys. He was the one out in the field with the sheep. 
These young boys were out in the field and they were most likely waiting for some of their sheep to give
birth. They were on watch, but probably a little bored. I imagine a few young boys sitting on the ground
throwing rocks at some roots in the ground, just taking turns playing the game to see who could hit the
root in this exact spot. And then suddenly…WOW, they didn’t see this coming. Can you imagine the
surprise they must have felt when the heavens opened up and the angel talked to them? There was
probably a sense of hope like they had never felt. I can’t imagine a scenario where they wouldn’t have
looked at each other and screamed, “NO WAY!!!” They probably couldn’t stop asking each other, “Did that
really just happen?” What happened that night is this: these unsuspecting young boys were let in on the
work of God. God was showing Himself faithful and it was time to make it known. God decided to make His
grand entrance to a group of young boys? I think they probably responded the way I do once a year. They
were probably surprised and shocked that God would include Him in His work. They probably wondered
what made them so special. They even may have asked, “Do we deserve to have been the people that the
angels showed themselves to?” 
I think we probably ask ourselves the same questions. Are we worthy of the goodness and faithfulness of
God? God seems to think so…maybe we need to respond like the shepherds. We need to receive the
message, believe in His goodness and mercy, and tell the people around us what it means to us that He
was born and that He has revealed Himself to us.

ponder
Do we stand in awe and wonder of the Good News the way the shepherds did? And when we see God’s
faithfulness, do we run to share that good news? Do we tell anyone?

If you were able to attend the Chapel at Seaside on 12/12, you heard a sermon about 
Joy through the lens of the shepherds. In case you missed it, you can listen to it here. 
https://fb.watch/9TqhYuHMDP/-wh 

https://fb.watch/9TqhYuHMDP/-wh


Wise Men
Tuesday

Read from the perspective of the wise men
Matthew 2:1-12

I love a good quest movie. I think of Indiana Jones, National Treasure, the Goonies, and Onward to name a
few. (I think that is one for each generation.) These are the stories where someone believes that a relic,
something unbelievable, is out there and they set out on an adventure to find it. This journey doesn’t
come without near death experiences, terrible villains, gold, and, of course, finding that which they seek! 

We live in a culture where people are dissatisfied with their lives and are looking for meaning in so many
things. So many of us have believed things or heard things about God that spark our curiosity but instead
of digging deeper to seek truth, and setting out on adventure, we sit and talk about how unsatisfied we
are. We want truth, but we aren’t quite curious enough to do the hard work. 
Imagine being so curious and hungry for truth that you saddle up a camel for a 500+ mile journey and
actually head out! This is what the wise men did. 

Another name for these wise men is Magi. Here are some things we must know about them: They were
not Jewish, their title (Magi) is the root for the word “magic”, so we assume they were mystical. They were
intelligent advisors. I recently heard it stated that “no Persian was ever able to become king without
mastering the scientific and religious disciplines the magi put forth.” The magi were known to be people
who read the stars. They were astronomers. They were scholars and also dream interpreters. They would
have been people that the King relied on for problem solving and future telling. Remember how we set the
stage in our first reading about silence? “During this time people were not satisfied by their religions, and a
hunger was stirring in all people for Truth.” These Magi were truth seekers. They were also positioned in
culture so they would have heard the prophecies about the coming Messiah. They may have been
expecting something. These men followed this mysterious and wonderful star to ask for the next step of
directions at Herod’s Palace. By making this journey they were humbly stating, “We have sought out our
own traditions that have not fulfilled us. We are here seeking for things we have not only heard about but
believe may be true.” These men were curious. They heard rumors of hope and they went to find it. 
They sought the truth. Their story is the best kind of story. It included a journey, near death experiences, a
horrendous villain, gold, and they did find their treasure. They found a baby. They knew that this baby was
truly the King. They worshiped him and honored him with gifts fit for a king. 

ponder
What is worth giving yourself to? What is worth your worship? Are you curious?
Is there anything about God you are curious about? Will you start to seek the Truth?



Herod
Wednesday

Read from the perspective of Herod
Matthew 2:13-18

 
 

Fear is a human emotion that is triggered by a perceived threat. It is hard not to react when we fear.
Today we enter into the perspective of the villain in the story. Every villain has a backstory, but if I am
honest, I don’t think anyone really knows what made Herod so bad. We can assume a few things. First, he
loved being in power. Second, most of his friends and relatives were evil. He emulated them. Third, he was
terrified that his power would be taken away. 
In today's reading we pick up where we left off with the wise men. If we are going to put ourselves in
Herod’s shoes, we must understand the amount of power he holds. Herod is the king, and he has been king
for almost 37 years. He would have ruled over the Jewish people, which is very important to understand.
Herod was a king of the worst kind. There are testimonies that say barely a day passed when he did not
execute one or more people throughout his rule. He was loyal to Rome, so they liked him for that, but
everyone feared him.  
The fear that someone else could possibly take his power was the motivation for many things in his life. He
was known for killing people, his nine amazing residences, and for helping build out cities and boosting the
economy. There are rumors about how he amassed so much wealth, but we don’t know for sure where all
his money came from. What we do know is that he was very wealthy and had a ton of power. And then one
day, these “wise men” show up and ask “Where is the new King of the Jews? We saw his star and have come
to worship him.” 
What do you think he was thinking? He was thinking, “I AM THE KING OF THE JEWS!”
He immediately went to work to figure out what was going on and who he would have to kill, for fear that his
throne would be taken from him. He had power, and it was his defining characteristic. He is known today for
being something of a power hungry psychopath who lived in fear of losing his power. 
Herod, a grown man with a lot of know-how was about to be usurped by a baby boy.
He unsuccessfully tried to fool the wisemen into leading him to the child. When he realized that he didn’t
know which little boy was meant to be king, he just went ahead and killed all the little boys he assumed
would fit into the age category. This was not out of character for our villain. He was a cruel dude. 
Herod’s fear caused weeping in all of Jerusalem. It is a hard stretch for me to imagine that our fear of losing
control could cause us to do the kind of damage Herod did, but I would also be remiss if I didn’t suggest
that there are certainly times when we let our desire for control or power cause us to make decisions that
hurt others. Sometimes we are not ready to let go of power that belongs to someone else for fear they are
going to do things wrong, or mess up all that we have worked for. I see this in workplace tension, in politics,
on the streets in my neighborhood, in my family, and in my own heart. Sometimes we have to surrender
power so that the One whose intention for us is good can take full control. 

ponder
When your sense of control is disrupted by Christ taking place as King, how do you respond? Does Jesus
have the full authority of King and Ruler in your life? Is there any “power” you fear you may lose if you let go
of it? Are you afraid that putting your power at the feet of Jesus may make you weak and vulnerable?



Simeon
Thursday

Read from the perspective of Simeon
Luke 2:21-32

Isn’t it fun to know that even though Jesus was the son of God, his family still took him to the temple to be
dedicated to the Lord? Is it just me, or do we never tell the story of Simeon? Rembrandt actually painted his
version of this moment, so someone was thinking of it. 
We are not 100% sure who Simeon was, but we know what this passage tells us about Simeon? 
He lived in Jerusalem. He was righteous. He was devout. He was waiting (patiently.) The Holy Spirit was upon
him. 
This man was living in step with God and listening to the Holy Spirit. This scripture tells us that the Spirit had
revealed to him that he would not die before he had seen the Christ.
Put yourself in his place and download what you know of him into your mind. Let’s pretend. One day you
wake up and position yourself for morning prayer. You tell God, “I am here. I am your vessel, Today I want to
walk in your ways. Would you please make them clear?” 
You feel an inkling in your stomach that says, “You need to go to the temple today.” You go to the temple
wondering what it is that the Lord has in store for you, all the while thinking, “I am supposed to see the
Christ before I die, could today be the day?” You see an unassuming, young couple. This couple is tired but
their faces are hopeful. They turn and you see Him, a baby. The Holy Spirit whispers in your spirit, “He is The
One.”
With complete trust you walk to the young couple and take the baby in your arms and open your mouth to
speak. 
Step back into reality with me and pay attention to what the Holy Spirit gives Simeon to say. He is
proclaiming the Earth Shattering truth and he is speaking it to whom? Mary and Joseph and HIMSELF. 
“My eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all people.” He is saying that
he sees Jesus as this salvation. 
“A light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people, Israel.” Simeon made clear what the Angels
had been saying. This light and salvation is for the Gentiles and the people of Israel. ALL PEOPLE. 
While this message is life changing to me, imagine being Mary and Joseph. This message was a confirmation
of what they had trusted in. It was affirmation of what they had been told from the angels. 
Do you see how the scripture describes this moment? Simeon knows and trusts that this little baby Jesus is
truly the Messiah. 
Simeon was let in on a secret and then lived with a trust that he would see God’s promises revealed and
fulfilled. So did Mary, Joseph, Elizabeth, Zechariah, John, the Magi, and the Shepherds. Were any of them let
down? Not a single one. Trust is at the heart of our love for and obedience to God.

ponder
Simeon was disciplined in his time with the Lord. He made space and time to be sure he was hearing from
the Spirit. In this busy world are you making room to be with the Lord so you can hear Him? Do you trust
that God can and does lead us better than we can lead ourselves? 



Immanuel
Friday

Matthew 1:22-23

Have you ever sat in wonder at the fact that the Creator of the universe came to earth to face the things of
this world in the flesh in order to restore our relationship with Him? The relationship we broke? 
This in and of itself is an unbelievable act of mercy. Now, add to it that the form the All Powerful God took
on was that of a newborn baby. 
Maybe the only thing we need to know about newborn babies is that they cannot take care of themselves. 
Take a pause and think about a God who takes on the most vulnerable form of humanity. Our God placed
his living and breathing, newborn flesh into the hands of a young man and woman in a small town in a cave
used for caring for animals while only a few miles away the current king, King Herod, held his authority in his
Palace. The juxtaposition of power in this story is one of wonder. Jesus came as a gentle Savior empowering
mankind to join with Him in his purpose.  Jesus was vulnerable and left himself to be cared for by
humankind. At the same time, the leader of the known world was so much the opposite of vulnerable, that
if anyone dared to question him or made him feel (anything) he would just put his power on display by
killing them. 

This whole story has an unbelievable thread that runs through all of it from the very beginning. This thread
is one of Love. Love has come to Earth in human form to be in a relationship with us. GOD WITH US. 

ponder
We are called to care for, honor, and love God, and he so sweetly does the same for us. Is your heart ready
for this intimate relationship?  
To quote my friend, Scott Erickson, from his book, Honest Advent, “What it says about a God who’s willing to
be this vulnerable is that God is willing to open Himself up to deeply connect with us. The real question is,
are we willing to do the same?” 

When we trust God with our most intimate places we begin to allow His light in the darkest parts of us. Light
drives out the fear and we begin to see that we were made in the image of a Holy God who loves us. A God
who chose to come and live among us until he ultimately died for the sole purpose of putting us back into a
right relationship with him.  Why?  Because He believes we are worth it. We are worth loving because we are
God's. This truth should change everything about how we interact with God and the world. It is the lens
through which we see others. This Christmas, we pray that you have found yourself in this story and have
reveled at who the Messiah is and how He chose to come. We hope your heart is in a posture of gratitude,
amazement, and hope. 

Oh Come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

Amen.  


