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What is Advent
Advent means something is coming - something important. It is the time to

prepare our hearts and our homes to enter a season during which God
becomes the central theme of our lives. This Advent reading is designed for

you to read Monday-Friday the four weeks leading up to Christmas. This
content has been created for you to be able to ponder and/or discuss with
your friends and family. It is appropriate to read with your children as well.

With that said, welcome to the season of Advent. Grab a Bible, read the
suggested scripture and let’s begin.

 

Characters. We think of a character as a person playing a role. While this is the
standard definition, I think it is safe to say we know that there are some very

strong roles that are played by an object or a feeling. Some of my favorite shows
make characters out of places. If you ever watched the show LOST, you know the

Island is a major character in the plot-line. Many things, not just people, 
can be a character in a story. 

We are a part of a story, a really beautiful story. This Advent season we want to
invite you into the story of Christmas. We aren’t going to just look at the few major

players who get all the attention in the songs of the season, but we are going to
spend a little bit of time looking at different characters in this unbelievable

narrative we celebrate every year. We will ask you to read each day from the
perspective of a different key player in the story. While you are reading, try to

remember that we know the part of the story that they did not know. We know the
end. At the end of each reading, we give you room to ponder. Take time to ask
yourself these questions or to discuss them with your family. We hope you find

yourself in this story, because as followers of Christ, 
thanks be to God...this is a part of our story.

 
 



 

At night we like to turn on a fan to drown out any sound that we may hear during the night
so as not to disturb our sleep. Sometimes I think we are actually just trying to drown out the
silence. Silence can be peaceful but it can also be scary. In silence we must confront our
thoughts. 

The Israelites had been on an incredibly long journey during which they went from faithful
obedience to direct disobedience. They were enslaved and set free. They asked for a king
and then hated being told what to do. They had been promised that a Savior would come to
set things right. The prophet Malachi spoke about the Son of Righteousness rising with
healing in His wings. This sounds totally epic.  They hear this message and then for 400
actual years there was no recorded movement of God among them or to them. There was
no record of another prophet coming forward and speaking a message from God to his
people. Silence. During this time the Israelites waited and waited. And waited. 
Some remained faithful and some did not. Some turned and waited on the Lord while they
told the story of God’s faithfulness to their children and grandchildren. Some became
Pharisees and some became Sadducees. Some translated the scripture from Hebrew to
Greek. Some may have assumed that God had left them. Had had abandoned them?  
This time was called the intertestamental period. During this time people were not satisfied
by their religions, and a hunger was stirring in all people for Truth. In addition, there was a
common language that people spoke (Koine Greek). Hebrew scripture was now translated
into Greek and Latin so all people had access to it.  People were curious about God. And the
world, not just the Israelites, needed Him. The world was progressing as well. The Romans
had developed a roads system which would prove to be instrumental in the spread of the
Gospel. There was also a sense of peace in the land which make it easy for people to travel
with no worry of harm. 
So, now we ask again. In the time of silence, was God just mad? No, by no means. God was
at work. He was setting the stage for the grand entrance of the Christ Child, Galatians 4:4,
“But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the
law.”

How do you feel when you are in complete silence? 
Do you trust that God is still at work when you cannot see or hear Him? 

Silence

ponder

monday
Galatians 4:4
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ponder

Tuesday

Read from the perspective of God. 
Genesis 17:1-8.

Each year, one of my favorite things to listen to is Handel’s Messiah. It is such a beautiful piece of work.
One of the lines that is so elegantly written is:
“And his name….Shall be Call-ed”….here it comes….
“Wonderful, Counselor, Almighty God, the Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” Did you sing it? It is
hard not to! This song has been giving chills to the masses since 1741. This song is literally singing the
promises of what God had planned for us! 
God’s plan is not new. It has always existed; however, God does things in his own time.
All the way back in Genesis we read about God making a covenant with Abraham. It is important to note
that a covenant is a binding agreement contingent on both parties for its fulfillment. God is holding
himself accountable, too.  
What is the covenant? God tells Abraham that all his male offspring and all males in the family (the
Israelites/Hebrew people) will be circumcised as a sign of being set apart for God. What will God do? He
will be their God and he will keep them. This is God speaking to Abraham, “And I will establish my
covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring with you.” Gen 17:7
“Everlasting” is the word that is used here. Everlasting seems like forever, because it is forever. Do you
want to live in this fallen world forever? God does not have this future for his people. His desire is to
redeem his people. How, in a sinful world, could we remain a kept people? Only by the grace of God
through the Savior, Redeemer; Only through God himself. God keeps us.

Hear these words from the Prophet Isaiah chapter 9 and consider the heart of God as he prepares the
Hebrew people for the Messiah. He is telling them of a different way that is to come. 
(read all of Isaiah 9:1-7 for its full glory)
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on
them has light shone….For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his
shoulder, and his name shall be called, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
On the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end... The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
“

There is a new Kingdom and we are able to be a part of it as we follow God - through Jesus - THE
EVERLASTING FATHER. Do you see this? The covenant has been upheld through Christ. And he even
took it up a notch. In God’s Kingdom, Peace will rule forever. We, as followers of Christ, are invited into
this work of bringing peace into the here and now - into the coming of the Kingdom. 

God is faithful to fulfill His 𝗪𝗼𝗿𝗱. What is a time you have experienced God’s faithfulness in your life or
in someone else's life? How can you participate in God’s work of bringing God’s peace-filled kingdom to
the here and now?
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Wednesday

Read from the perspective of Gabriel. 
Daniel 8:15-16 9:21-25

Luke 1:26-38

They don’t age. [The time between Gabriel showing up to explain things to Daniel and then
again to Zechariah and Mary (which you will read later this week) was roughly 500 years.]
They look and sound like us - like people. 
They spend time with God. 

Imagine having this job.
You are assigned by your boss to show up and surprise a teenage girl. Upon entering out of
nowhere you begin…
“Hi, It’s great to be here with you because I’ve heard you are very special - at least the Lord thinks
so.”
She looks at you like you are a monster but can’t really tell if you are good or bad. She tries to figure
you out. 
You speak. “Don’t be afraid…” and then you tell her that she is going to have to go through
something that is really hard, that could potentially make her a social outcast, but it's good because
doing this hard thing is an honor.
She listens and then says, “Let it be.”
Then you leave.

Let me not suggest that a human has the capacity to do this job. This is the job of an angel. Have
you spent any time thinking about what it must be like to be an angel?

When we look at the story of Christmas, we tend to hurry through the fact that an actual angelic
being shows up to deliver life changing news to humans. Remember that God had been silent.
Prophets were not active. No person was speaking on behalf of God. And then a heavenly being
shows up. If you ever wonder if our salvation story starts with Jesus’ Birth, let me assure you this
story is more complex than that. Did you notice that the same angelic being who spoke to Daniel
about the coming of the anointed one was also the angel who announced that it was now time? We
know that Gabriel, who is listed by name, got the joy of delivering some whoppers to the people in
these stories. 
Gabriel stands in the presence of God, and his role in this story was to communicate (over the
course of history) the coming of the Savior, the Anointed One. I bet he was pretty excited to get to
deliver this news. 

Has there been a time when you were able to be the bearer of good news? What does it mean to
you when you see that this character has been speaking into the story for more than 500 years? 
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Thursday

Read from the perspective of Elizabeth.
Luke 1:5-7, 24-25,39-45

Have you ever wanted something so badly that you thought about it all the time and never
felt satisfied? Elizabeth wanted a child. In her time not having a child was almost shameful. If
you didn’t have a child, your family line ended. What do we know about Elizabeth? She was
barren and she was righteous before God. She walked blamelessly in all the commandments
and statutes of the Lord...which if you need to be reminded of how many there were, take a
look at Leviticus. The basic truth around the character of Elizabeth and Zechariah is that they
were famous for their faithfulness to God. They were content. Elizabeth was upstanding even
though she was wanting. In the story of Christmas, we sometimes view the characters only
through the lens of what they got in the end. However; I think it is good for us to see what
they didn’t have and how they lived through through the messy life they lived. 
Elizabeth was an old woman who would have potentially been seen as someone who had no
favor with God because she didn’t have any children and yet she was known for her
faithfulness. What she had didn’t affect how she loved the Lord her God. She was wise.
When Mary and Elizabeth meet, we see this crazy thing happen. The baby inside Elizabeth
jumps when it hears Mary. And why did Elizabeth believe this happened? Elizabeth knew that
Mary was carrying the Holy One. She addresses her as such. “Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.” No doubt about it. And hear what she says to
the mother of Jesus.
“Blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her
from the Lord.”
Do you know who didn’t believe all this? Zechariah, Elizabeth's own husband, at least night
right away (more on him tomorrow). What else is important about this interaction? Elizabeth
shows grace to her cousin, who would have been treated poorly for being pregnant without
a husband. Elizabeth sees things for what they are to God rather than society. She walks with
the Lord and knows His ways are perfect. She also knows that she gets to be a part of this
story, and she is here for it. Are you?

Is there an area in your life where you need to find contentment and trust the Lord?
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Friday

Read from the perspective of Zechariah
Luke 1:5-23

We live in a culture of speed. Hurry. Rush. Busy. We look at those words as negative. We
love the idea of a slow life. We love taking a stroll or sitting with a cup of tea or coffee and
taking our sweet time. But what about when someone makes you wait? We cannot help but
think, “HURRY UP!” Remember that time you called that company and they had you on hold
for what seemed like hours? I could ask that question because it happens to all humans.
Now, some companies have it set up so when you call them a very nice recording will give
you the option of calling you back when they are ready to take your call (in the order it was
received). In the meantime you can go on living your life. And then they actually call back! I
am always surprised when that phone call happens. We then deal with our business and
carry on with our lives with the problem taken care of. 
This is how I look at Zechariah. He is an old man and is faithful just like his wife. (We talked
about her yesterday). He is abiding in the Lord and carrying on. Let’s not pretend for a
second that he hasn’t called on God to give him a family. Scripture tells us his prayer had
been heard. But in the meantime, he carried on. He was waiting for his call back.
And then. 
“Oh hey there, Gabriel.” 
Of all the people in all of time that God decides to speak to after 400 years, he chose
Zechariah. Wouldn’t you have been shocked too?
He doesn’t believe it. He cannot see how it will work. They are old now! Gabriel reintroduces
us to the character of silence at this time as he makes Zechariah mute. I wonder if
Zechariah ever doubted again?
Belief, even when you see evidence of truth, is not always easy. 

What prayers do you have that you would be shocked to see God answer? Do you believe
they could somehow still be answered?


