
STATE OF LOUISIANA 

PARISH OF WINN 

JUNE 23, 2020 

 

The Police Jury of the Parish of Winn, State of Louisiana, met for a Special Called 

Meeting at its meeting place, the Police Jury meeting Room of the Parish Courthouse, 

119 West Main Street, Winnfield, Louisiana, on Tuesday, June 23, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. 

(CST), pursuant to the provisions of a written notice given each and every member 

thereof, and duly posted in a manner required by law.  (Note:  President does not vote 

unless a tie) 

 

There were present: Mr. Joshua McAllister-President, Mr. Allen 

Michael McCartney-Vice President, Mr. Phillip 

Evans, Mrs. Tammy Griffin, Mr. Author Robinson 

and Mr. Kirk Miles.   

 

There were absent: Mrs. Deionne Carpenter. 

 

Legal Counsel:   None. 

 

President Joshua McAllister called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 

 

Mr. Author Robinson delivered the invocation.  Mr. Allen Michael McCartney led the 

pledge of the flag.  

 

Announcements & Comments.   

 

None.   

 

Business:   
 

President Joshua McAllister states the next item on the agenda is to discuss the letter 

received by Judge Derr requesting $20,000 per month to fund the Eighth Judicial District 

Court.  Judge Jacque Derr and his Judicial Administrator Mrs. Vicki Rockett are present.  

Judge Derr addresses the Jury.  He provides a list of monthly expenses that his office has 

to pay for a total of $18,708.61.  He states that it is mostly for salaries and insurance. He 

adds that he has several sources of revenues.  The State pays his salary but does not pay 

for his office expenses or his employee’s salaries.  He notes that the Judicial 

Administrator’s salary is paid at $5,013.72 from fines received through the Sheriff’s 

office.  Other revenues are from bench warrant recall fees, 2% bond fees and civil filing 

fees.  The other source of revenue is the Criminal Court Fund which is settlement of fines 

paid to the Sheriff’s office.  The Sheriff’s office and District Attorney’s office each get 

12% with 76% going to the Police Jury for the Criminal Court Fund.  That fund is shared 

by the Judge and the District Attorney. Judge Derr states that sometimes he gets all the 

money that is in the fund as Mr. Nevils has been more than gracious working with him. 

He notes that at this time he has $7,435.22 in account for the month of July leaving a 

balance of $11,267.14.  He doesn’t know what monies will come in after that.  He states 

his revenues have been reduced due to the Supreme Court shutting down Court due to 

Covid-19 and by the Legislature inhibiting the collection of fines.  He states it is a 

messed up system.  I have to have assurance from the Jury that they can pay my office or 

I will have to send some people home and slow my Court down. 

 

Mrs. Rockett addresses the Jury on the recap of expenses and estimated income. 

 

Questions by the Jury and answers by the Judge were had.   

 

President McAllister addresses Judge Derr and Mrs. Rockett.  He notes the Jury has met 

on this matter earlier in the month.  He states that this is something the Jury does not take 

lightly but the General Fund ended in a deficit last year.   

 

Judge Derr states that if the Jury can’t fund him, then the Court is getting ready to shut 

down.  Further discussion was had.  President McAllister states that the Jury will discuss 



it.  He believes that the Jury meets their obligations by paying for the Court Reporter, 

Jurors, Witnesses, Bailiffs and Clerks.  He notes the Legislative Auditor has projected 

that the Jury will lose $200,000 this year and $400,000 next year.  Judge Derr says he 

cannot cut back his crew and hold Court.  President McAllister thanks Judge Derr and 

Mrs. Rockett for coming and speaking with the Jury. 

 

At 4:33 p.m., President McAllister recessed the meeting due to battery on recorder dying.   

 

At 4:44 p.m., President McAllister reconvened the meeting.  Mr. Chris Nevils, legal 

counsel is now present.  He states the budgeted expenses that are paid by the Jury; as 

follows: 

Court Reporter salary-$35,000, Insurance-$9,976, Retirement-$4,025, Transcripts-

$6,500, Juror and Witness Fees-$6,000, Court Attendance for Bailiffs and Clerks-

$14,000.  This is in addition to providing an office in the Courthouse, Courtroom 

assessable to the public, equipment, furniture and janitorial services pursuant to statute.   

Plus the Judge gets the money out of the Criminal Court Fund.  Discussion was had by 

Mr. Nevils and the Jury.  Mr. Nevils states that what the Jury is required to do, the Jury is 

doing to have Court.  Further discussion was had.  Mr. Nevils notes that the Jury did give 

the Judge emergency money last year in the amount of $25,000.  Mr. Nevils does not 

recommend paying this additional demand per month as is not required by law. 

 

(Juror Allen Michael McCartney left at 5:15 p.m.) 

 

Further discussion was had.  Mr. Kirk Miles recommends to leave like it is and not pay 

any additional money.  Each Juror, Mr. Robinson, Mr. Evans, Mr. McAllister and Mrs. 

Griffin agree to the recommendation. President states that he feels like the Jury meets its 

obligations already. 

 

Announcements and Comments: 

 

There being no further business before the Jury at this time and on Motion by Mr. Author 

Robinson and second by Mr. Kirk Miles, President McAllister adjourned the meeting at 

5:44 p.m. 

 

 

    ____________________________________________ 

    MR. JOSHUA MCALLISTER, PRESIDENT 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________________________ 

KAREN TYLER-SECRETARY/TREASURER 


