
STATE OF LOUISIANA 

PARISH OF WINN 

FEBRUARY 18, 2020 

 
The Police Jury of the Parish of Winn, State of Louisiana, met in Regular Session at its 

meeting place, the Police Jury Meeting Room of the Parish Courthouse, 119 West Main 

Street, Winnfield, Louisiana, on Tuesday, February 18, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. (CST), 

pursuant to the provisions of a written notice given each and every member thereof, and 

duly posted in the manner required by law.  (Note: President does not vote unless is a tie). 

 

There were present: Mr. Joshua McAllister-President, Mr. Allen Michael 

McCartney-Vice President, Mrs. Deionne Carpenter, Mr. 

Author Robinson, Mr. Kirk Miles, Mrs. Tammy Griffin, 

and Mr. Phillip Evans. 

 

There were absent: None. 

 

Legal Counsel: Mr. Chris Nevils. 

 

President Joshua McAllister called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m.   

 

Mr. Kirk Miles delivered the invocation.  Mrs. Deionne Carpenter led the pledge to the 

flag.     

 

Additions or deletions:   

 

None. 

 

Motion by Mr. Allen Michael McCartney to adopt the agenda.  Second by Mrs. Deionne 

Carpenter.   Vote taken:  6 yeas.  0 nays.  0 absent.  1 abstained.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Mrs. Deionne Carpenter to adopt the minutes of January 13, 2020-Special 

Session, January 13, 2020-Regular Meeting and January 21, 2020-Special Called 

Meeting.   Second by Mr. Phillip Evans.  No discussion.  Vote taken:  6 yeas.  0 nays.  0 

absent.  1 abstained.  Motion carried. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & COMMENTS: 

 

President McAllister states that Mr. Perry Holmes, Road Superintendent is not present as 

he had a family emergency therefore there is no road update.  A road maintenance and 

miscellaneous report is filed and in each Jurors folder.  

 

GUESTS: 
 

(1)  Mrs. Kathy Hall, Chief Executive Officer of the Winn Parish Medical Center is 

present and introduces to the Jury.  Dr. Mark Shelton is also present representing the 

hospital.  Mrs. Hall states that she came to the hospital in October.  There have been 

rumors that the hospital was going to close but she is here to tell the Jury that the hospital 

has no plans to close.  She is here to improve the facility.  Some adjustments have been 

made in payroll.  She is working closely with physicians here and looking for ways to 

improve the facility.  She states that there are a lot of services at the hospital that some of 

us are not utilizing.  She adds that they will start doing better marketing to get the word 

out about the services in the community that they offer.  Mrs. Hall states that ICU did 

shut down on December 1, 2019 for renovations.  The ICU reopened January 27, 2020.  

This unit is very important to the community.  She adds that they are starting to work on 

their hallways just to give a little facelift.  She informs the Jury that they will be opening 

a second rural health clinic soon where the wound clinic is at this time.  The goal for the 

clinic that is currently next to State Farm now will focus on Women’s Health and 

Pediatrics. Mrs. Hall notes she is a Registered Nurse as well and works the floors.  She 

lives in Ruston.  She is here to make it a better hospital and patients are the #1 goal.  Dr. 

Mark Shelton addresses the Jury.  He adds that they are going to do everything they can 



to keep this hospital open.  They have a great core of doctors and are looking to get some 

younger doctors here, including some specialists.  Further discussion was had by the Jury 

with Mrs. Hall and Dr. Shelton.  Mrs. Hall gives out some handouts on services that are 

provided, which include emergency, lab, radiology, respiratory, physical therapy, day 

surgery, cardiology, wound care, Winn Wellness Clinic and nutritional services.    

President McAllister adds how thankful the Jury is to have the hospital here as that is the 

key to a thriving community. 

 

(2)  Mr. Joel Byram, HR Manager for Roy O. Martin.  Mr. Byram addresses the Jury 

about the upcoming career fair to be held at the Louisiana Technical College here in 

Winnfield on March 27, 2020 at 1:00 p.m.  This is for positions at the Chopin facility 

such as electricians, millwrights, production team members and other skilled crafts.  

Anyone that attends is guaranteed an interview.   

 

President McAllister calls for any other announcements or comments. 

None. 

 

BUSINESS: 
 

Motion by Mr. Kirk Miles to approve the monthly invoices report: 

 

General Fund                          $64,798.61 

Road Fund                 87,353.40 

Health Unit Fund       9,738.70 

Library      22,524.46 

Sales Tax Fund                89,164.69 

Total:                         $273,579.86 

 

Second by Mr. Author Robinson.  Report includes budget to actual comparison in all 

major funds. It is noted that no accounts are in a deficit this month.  Report is signed by 

the Bill Approval Committee, Mr. Kirk Miles, Mrs. Deionne Carpenter and Mr. Joshua 

McAllister.  No discussion.  Vote taken:  6 yeas.  0 nays.  0 absent.  1 abstained.  Motion 

carried.   

 

Motion by Mr. Allen Michael McCartney to end Juror health insurance as a paid benefit 

by end of this term.  Second by Mr. Kirk Miles.   Discussion was had by the Jury.  Vice 

President McCartney states that with the finances of the Parish, he feels like this is 

something that has to be done.  However, per State law you can’t take it away from 

someone that already has it during the tenure of their term but you can take it away 

before the next term starts. He cites his reasons.  President McAllister states this topic has 

created a ton of discussion in the community that has created a negative impact of the 

Jury and he does not like that.  Mr. Robison states that getting responsible jurors will be 

hard.  Mrs. Griffin states that the numbers sound horrific when added up but not everyone 

has been on the insurance so that has not been what it has cost the Jury.  Vice President 

McCartney states that it could get to that point in the future as it has in the past. Mrs. 

Griffin states that she is not going to take the insurance.  She would rather see that money 

go to her community but notes that taking the insurance would have benefitted her.  Mrs. 

Carpenter states that she didn’t vote against it before this term as you just don’t know 

everyone’s situation before they come on the Board.   Vote taken:  6 yeas.  0 nays.  0 

absent.  1 abstained.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Mr. Allen Michael McCartney to appoint Mr. Robin Cummings to the Winn 

Parish Industrial Board.  Second by Mr. Kirk Miles.  President McAllister states that at 

the end of the meeting under announcements and comments he has discussion concerning 

additional members for the Winn Parish Industrial Board and would like to go ahead and 

discuss.  He states this Board was created when Jeld Wen came here.  He notes that fund 

has some money in it that draws interest, was set up just to encourage other large 

businesses to come here for economic development.  The Jury wants to get the Board 

more active.  Currently there are three members on the Board.  The Jury wants to add a 

few more members that are invested in our community. He is asking Jurors to talk to 

some in their Districts to see if they are willing to serve.  One of the members is going to 

resign in near future so adding Mr. Cummings the Board will still be at 3 members.  The 



Board can be up to 7 members.  Vote taken:  6 yeas.  0 nays.  0 absent.  1 abstained.  

Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Mr. Allen Michael McCartney to appoint Mrs. Becky Brazzell to the Winn 

Parish Library Board.  Second by Mr. Phillip Evans.  Vote taken:  6 yeas.  0 nays.  0 

absent.  1 abstained.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Mr. Kirk Miles to adopt a Resolution to assist the Village of Sikes by grading 

Grady Simmons Road.  Second by Mr. Author Robinson.    The Library Board has made 

this recommendation as Mrs. Nina Simmons has resigned.  Vote taken:  6 yeas.  0 nays.  

0 absent.  1 abstained.  Motion carried. 

 

ADDITIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS & COMMENTS: 

 

None. 

 

On Motion of Mrs. Deionne Carpenter and second by Mr. Author Robinson, President 

McAllister declared the meeting adjourned at 5:31 p.m. 

 

 

 

    ____________________________________________ 

    MR. JOSHUA MCALLISTER-PRESIDENT 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________________ 

KAREN TYLER-SECRETARY/TREASURER 


