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Put in a pocket 
Pocket gardens are dis-
plays in small spaces, as 
spacing between houses 
in a development or in 
containers on a patio.

32

Refurbished furniture
Furniture refinishers have 
created their own commu-
nity, sharing ideas, tech-
niques, and resources, the 
Mid-Shore included.
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Daffodils by any name
Daffodils, a welcome 
sign of spring, are an easy 
dependable flower that 
is ideal for the beginning 
gardener.

40
Building the perfect iris 
Hybridizing new irises is a 
long arduous process but 
ends with the thrill of see-
ing a never seen before 
bloom.
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A lot has changed in the last two 
months, but plants are still growing 
and will need your attention. 

Here are some tips for cutting, 
pruning and maintaining some 
common plants for spring. 

Harvesting Roses
• Harvest roses early, before the 

sun bakes them (before 10 a.m.).
• Take a five-gallon bucket with 

floral preservative and clean sharp 
shears.

• Choose stems whose buds have 
not fully opened.

• Make the cut just above the first 
five segment leaf set. 

• Immediately place the stem 
in the water bucket, being sure to 
remove the foliage below the water 
line. Be sure buckets are cleaned 

with a half-teaspoon of bleach.
• If possible, condition the roses 

in fresh preservative water overnight 
in a refrigerator away from citrus.

• Place stem in clean vase with 
floral preservative.

Submerged, Oxygenating Plants
Submerged plants are included 

among pond plantings to gobble 
the nutrients feeding undesirable 
algae and to add oxygen. Growing 
in sand-filled pans set on the pond 
bottom, they quickly develop stems 
2 to 3 feet long. Allow 6 square 
inches of container surface for every 
bunch of submerged plants, and use 
a separate container for each variety. 
To plant, gently press the ends of 
each bunch 2 inches into the sand. 
Add sand to within an inch of the 
rim, and top that with rinsed gravel. 
Water the containers to displace 
trapped air. Never fertilize; their job 
is to take nutrients from the water. 

Koi and goldfish can nibble the 
submerged plants 

Plenty of gardening work needed in spring

By Ken Morgan
Ken

-Do
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When choosing plants for the 
home landscape, search for some 
interesting native plants. 

Native plants typically require less 
care because they are accustomed 
to our climate, insects and other 
environmental conditions. 

Yes, the insects will eat some of 
the plants but not enough to kill 
the plant. 

Native plants that have grown up 
with the Eastern Shore climates and 
those soils would need very little in 
the way of any fertilizers because 
they have already adapted and will 
thrive without or with very little 
extra care. 

All that is required is understand-
ing the horticulture of the plants. 

Do they like sun or shade, dry soils 
or moist soils or really wet soils? 

The Eastern Shore has such a 
large range of soil types that there 
are countless plants that will grow 

with very little care once they are 
planted in the right soil type, dry, 
moist or wet. 

One interesting native shrub is 
Fothergilla. 

Fothergilla x intermedia, or “Blue 
Shadow,” is a native shrub that 
loves to grow in moist, acidic, well-
drained soils and blooms from late 
April into May. 

Like a lot of native plants, the 
“Blue Shadow” can spread by root 
suckers creating a colony, so trim-
ming out those suckers at the soil 
line once a year will keep the plants 
contained. 

All Fothergilla plants are de-
ciduous shrubs with the largest, F. 
major growing up (PAGE 46)                   

Fothergilla an interesting native shrub

By Ginny Rosenkranz
Gar
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Let us help you get your pool ready for swimming. 
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As I write this column, I am in 
the second month of the COV-
ID-19-induced shelter in place. 

In some ways, this virus has 
imposed simple living on many 
of us whether we wanted to sim-
plify things or not. 

My May calendar — which is 
usually chock-full of youth base-
ball games and  practices, after-
school activities and work — has 
been wiped clean. 

Work is telework, the kids are 
doing virtual school and all of 
those things that keep us out of 
the house are gone. 

While I do not know how long 
this shelter-in-place will last, I 
do know that living simply, even 

amidst a significantly simpler 
schedule, does not occur as natu-
rally as I expected. Some days, 
I find myself productive and on 
schedule; others, I stay in my pa-
jamas until close to dinner time. 

Living a meaningful simple 
life is easier said than done, but 
having some time to reflect and 
practice this art during the recent 
state of events has helped me 
come up with some go to activi-
ties and practices that are helping 
me maintain sanity, self care and 
hopefully, develop some long 
term habits that I can continue 
once life returns to our pre-virus 
normalcy. I suspect that our 
definition of “normal” will shift 
too, so I invite you to try some of 
these and see if they are helpful 
for you! Stay well, friends!

Flexible Meal Planning: If 
you have read any of my past 
articles, you know 

Find simplicity while sheltering in place

(PAGE 44)                   

By Kristine George
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SAME DAY EMERGENCY SERVICE

Family Owned 
and Operated 

4th Generation 
Master Plumber

Emergency Service
Plumbing

Well Pumps
Water Treatment

Camera Inspection

1801 Main St. Ste 2 | Chester, MD | 410-650-8051 | MajorLeaguePlumbingLLC.com

March 12, 2020
I was introduced to this company two weeks ago 
and have used them twice since then. It is no 
exaggeration to say that they are top shelf in all 
of the above, which is very important to me. I 
intend to recommend them to all of my friends 
and family for their plumbing needs with full 
confidence that they will get excellent service for 
a reasonable price.

 - Barbara / Kent Island, MD

Our goal is to service our customers with 
honesty and integrity while providing 
high quality plumbing 7 days a week!

We are still operating during the pandemic 
with same day service available.
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• Other Post Frame Structures

24 years 
experience!

Serving Maryland, Delaware, 
New Jersey & Pennsylvania for 

over 26 years!

Specializing in:
Horse Barns, Indoor Arenas,

 Garages, Commercial Buildings

Sams@smsbuilders.net | www.smsbuilders.net
SMS Builders | New Holland, PA | 717-354-8755

Making Your Dreams 
Become Reality

We Offer Custom Wood Doors!
Custom Garage Doors, Sliding Doors, 
Hinged Doors & Custom Interior Doors

Contact: newhollandsupply.com
New Holland Supply | New Holland, PA | 717-354-4794



Shore Home & Garden • May 2020       www.shorehomeandgarden.com      12       

ast December I asked my hus-
band to meet me after work 
with his truck to pick up a 

beautiful piece of furniture I had 
purchased for $40 on Facebook 
Marketplace.

I was totally taken with the 
circa-1900 empire sideboard with 
mirrored gallery top and claw feet. 

He, on the other hand, saw a di-
lapidated piece of junk with missing 
drawer bottoms and doors that were 
hanging off the hinges. 

“You paid money for this?” he 
asked.

“What do you mean?! It will look 
amazing in the dining room once I 
refinish it!”, I pleaded. 

“It would look amazing on our 
burn pile right now. But whatever.” 

Smart man. He has learned the 
principle “happy wife, happy life.” 

We loaded it up and headed 
home. 

It was at that point that I realized 
I had absolutely no clue how to 
refinish furniture. Letting my sense 
of reason be overtaken by my desire 
for a good deal is one of my fatal 
flaws. Lucky for me, I had crafty 
friends and YouTube to help me 
transform this dusty disaster into a 
timeless treasure. 

* * *
Painting furniture to improve its 

aesthetics is nothing new. However, 
a medium called chalky-finish paint 
has taken social media platforms 
like YouTube, Pinterest, Facebook, 

and Instagram by storm these past 
few years. Chalky-finish paint’s 
easy application and unique ability 
to transform and restyle furniture 
has made it a fan favorite among 
amateurs and professionals alike. 

Joan Nubie-Miscall uses pieces she has stripped and painted for displaying 
items in her store in Oxford. The pieces popularity soon made them for sale, 
too.

(Photo courtesy Joan Nubie-Miscall)

Story by Meg Ozman

L

Saved from the burn pile
Furniture refinishing 
adds personalized 
touch while saving 
cash, environment
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Wendy Basil of Oxford takes 
battered pieces of furniture that are 
destined for the dumpster and with 
some prep work and painting turns 
them into boutique-quality pieces 
of home décor. 

She has also donated refinished 
pieces to silent auction fundraisers 
at Chesapeake Christian School, 
White Marsh Elementary, and St. 
Mark’s Preschool. 

“I started about a year ago,” Basil 
said. Furniture refinishing is “just 
always something I wanted to do, 
and since my kids were finally a little 
older and I wasn’t nursing a baby 
every few hours, I decided to get on 
YouTube and learn how to do it!” 

Basil’s first project was a nautical-
themed children’s chair. She had 
planned on keeping it for her chil-
dren, but after posting a photo of it 
on her Facebook page, a friend was 
interested in purchasing it. 

“It’s all history from there,” she 
laughed. Basil was recently inspired 
to create a YouTube channel called 
“The Waterman’s Wife” where she 
will showcase tutorials on how to 
refinish kitchen cabinets and more. 

 Furniture refinishers have cre-
ated their own community, sharing 
ideas, techniques, and resources. 
Among them is Joan Nubie-Miscall, 
owner of The Treasure Chest in 
Oxford, who showcases the versatil-
ity and popularity of chalky-finish 
paint. Nubie-Miscall first started 
experimenting with this medium 
when she painted some furniture to 
use as display pieces in her store, at 
111 S. Morris Street. They attracted 
so much attention from customers 
she started painting pieces to sell. 
Nubie-Miscall explained that paint-

ing furniture has become the latest 
craze for a multitude of reasons, 
mostly stemming from people’s 
“desire to repurpose and restyle a 

solid piece of furniture, making it 
look new.” 

Refinished pieces don’t just add a 
personalized touch to your home, 

Trish Bolduc opted to preserve a dresser in outfitting her daughter’s bed-
room, but with a fresh look of chalk-style paint, bottom photo.

(Photos courtesy Trish Bolduc)
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she said, they also save both your 
budget and the environment. Rath-
er than go out and purchase a piece 
of mass-produced furniture from a 
big box store, you could spend a fun 
Saturday scouting out thrift stores 
and yard sales for a vintage piece 
crafted from quality hardwood that 
just needs some T.L.C. Craigslist 
and Facebook Marketplace are also 
great resources for project pieces. 
You may even have furniture in 
your home that just needs a facelift. 
This was the case for Trish Bolduc 
of Preston, who wanted to furnish 
her daughter Mabel’s room with 
sentimental pieces she already had. 
A two-tone color scheme done in 
Annie Sloan Chalk Paint gave her 
childhood bedroom suit a fresh, 
new look that was perfect for her 
little girl’s room. 

Nubie-Miscall advised that the 
process for giving a dated or time-
worn piece new life is fairly simple. 

• Choose a paint color for the 
piece. Colors range from bold royal 
blue to classic creamy white, and 
everything in between! There are 
a plethora of chalky-finish paint 
brands to be found at any home im-
provement store or online retailer. 
Nubie-Miscall carries a wonderful 
selection of paints and products by 
Dixie Belle, a high-quality brand of 
chalk mineral paint that is made in 
the USA, can be used indoors due 
to having no VOCs (volatile organic 
compounds), and has easy soap and 
water cleanup. 

• Clean the piece to remove any 
dust or debris, and remove knobs 
and hinges. Stripping and sanding 
is not necessary unless the piece has 
jagged edges or a marred finish. Any 

gouges can be filled with wood filler 
and lightly sanded. 

• If the piece has a dark finish like 
mahogany or cherry, Nubie-Miscall 
suggests using a primer like Boss by 
Dixie Belle to prevent tannins in 
the wood from bleeding through 
your new finish. A coat or two of 
primer can also help cover up stub-
born stains and odors like mildew, 
cigarettes, mothballs, or the dreaded 
“musty attic” smell. 

• Apply your first coat with a qual-
ity paintbrush. Make sure the coat is 
light and even. Don’t like the color 
after all? No worries! You can just 
paint over it with a new color and 
it’s like it never happened.

• You may decide after the first 
coat that you are happy with the 
finish. If you want more coverage, 
apply a second coat. Lightly sanding 
the edges can create that “shabby 
chic” look that is ever-so-popular 
right now. 

• A sealer is not necessary, but 
you may want a smoother finish 
as opposed to the slightly textured, 
chalky finish. A coat of wax provides 
a smooth, slightly protective layer. 
If you want to add even more pro-
tection to your project, clear coat 
or Dixie Belle Gator Hide can help 
make your piece water-resistant. 
This would be especially helpful on 
the top of an end table or kitchen 
table to prevent water rings and 
make the surface stand up to rou-
tine wiping. 

• Finally, replacing knobs and 
handles can add a creative touch. 
Lowe’s and Amazon are great places 
to check for deals on chic hardware. 

If you are looking for more ideas, 
there are thousands of YouTube tu-
torial videos that demonstrate how 
to select, prepare, and paint pieces 
of furniture for your home. Tired 
of those builder-grade cabinets but 
don’t want to wipe out your child’s 
college fund in order to replace 
them? Want to give that dining 
room suit you inherited but aren’t 
crazy about a new look? There are 
YouTube tutorials available for these 
exact scenarios and more. 

If direct instruction is a better 
fit for your learning style, Nubie-
Miscall offers classes at her shop 
for painters of all experience levels. 
Check the Facebook page for The 
Treasure Chest in Oxford for up-
dates on upcoming classes.

Wendy Basil transformed the table 
above into a nautically-themed piece 
in one of her refinishing projects.

(Photos courtesy Wendy Basil)
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Proudly serving the Mid-Coast for over 60 years!

• Heating Oil, Motor Fuels, Farm Fuels • Propane
• Heating & Cooling Installation & Service • 24 Hour Service

Ask how we can save
 you money with our many 

savings plans!

Local Office - 400 S. Aurora St., Easton, MD

410-822-4335

Streamlined paperwork! 
Minimal forms to complete from start to finish. 
Approval in minutes! 
Typical turnaround is 5 minutes or less. 
Contact Griffith Energy Services for complete details.

In-House Financing Now Available* 
for New HVAC Installations

0%
Financing
Available*

*with approved credit. MD-HVACR #01-2278
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Join Us
Down by the River

Free concert series held at the waterfront gazebo 
overlooking the beautiful Nanticoke River

May 16 - July 18 - September 19
4 p.m. - 7 p.m. 

Refreshments Available

Bring your own 
chair or blanket and 
enjoy the music.

Town of Vienna | 410-376-3442

The Bailey Group, LLC
“Let Us Help You”

Interior - Exterior Demolition
“Quick Response” Residential & Commerical

• Concrete Removal
• Hand Excavating • Footers
 • Crawl Space • Hauling 
• Power Washing 
• Window & Gutter Cleaning 
• Furnace & Oil Tank Removal 
• Shingles and Siding Removal 
• French Drains • Construction Debris 
• Remove & Replace Insulation 
• Water Clean Up • Cleaning Service 
• Rake Level Under Residence 
• General Maintance
Need your garage cleaned out?

410-822-8500 - kennethbailey1951@gmail.com

BAILEY EXECUTIVE TRANSPORTATION
All Major Airports

Escalades • Suburbans
Mercedes • 14 Passenger Van

Pete Bailey, Owner • 410-822-8500

RIO DEL MAR
E N T E R P R I S E S

Office: 410-822-8866
 www.riodelmarent.com

8338 Elliott Rd., Easton, MD

WE HAVE WHAT YOU NEED TO KEEP 
YOU UP AND RUNNING!

PARTS
We have three professionally trained 
parts employees. We stock parts for 
Kohler, Kawasaki, Briggs & Stratton, 
Tecumseh, and Kubota engines. We 
also sell after market parts for all major 
lawn & garden brands. We are able to 
ship parts directly to your door, by UPS, 
FedEx, or US Postal service.

SERVICE
Our service department is staffed with 
two highly qualified technicians that are 
factory trained and have over 65 years 
of experience. We service every brand 
we sell and more. 

SHARPENING
We sharpen chains, mower blades, and 
rotary cutter blades. 

We also can make 
hydraulic hoses from 

1/4 inch to 3/4 inch
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Teach your students 
and work from home 
without interruption 
with Cambio 
Broadband!

ALWAYS STAY CONNECTED!

STAY ONLINE STAYING HOME!

  www.cambiobb.com      410.779.9876      sales@cambiobb.com

TEACHERS 
50% OFF INSTALL
$79.95 Per Month

Unlimited Data
Discounts for Military 

and First Responders too.

Thousands of customers are staying up to speed with the fastest most reliable Advanced LTE 
wireless internet service on the Delmarva Peninsula. Give us a call today!
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hen Missy Corley moved 
into her cozy Easton 

home in 2010, the tenth-acre plot 
featured a small front lawn with a 
smattering of plants tucked off to 
the side. 

As a youngster, Corley enjoyed 
her family home’s landscaped yard, 
but took no active part in garden-
ing. 

In recent years, though, the book 
“Animal, Vegetable, Miracle” by 
Barbara Kingsolver, inspired her 
abiding interest in personal food 
production. 

Despite the Easton property’s 
space limitations, instead of waning, 
that interest grew.

Finally, in 2015, tiring of the on-
going chore of mowing, she noticed 
how much sun the south-facing 
grassy area received. 

Soon after, she began plotting a 
way to transform it from turf to 

W
Story by Debra R. Messick

Photos courtesy Missy Corley

A Front Yard ‘Miracle’
Easton woman transforms cozy lawn into thriving garden patch

Peas, one of the earliest crops in Missy Corley’s urban garden, bring with them hope and excitement for another gar-
dening season.



May 2020 • Shore Home & Garden        www.shorehomeandgarden.com      19       

garden patch. 
Using a method called lasagna 

mulching or sheet mulching, Corley 
took on the project in segments, 
covering up the grass on half of her 
lawn that first year with cardboard 
and then layering on topsoil mixed 
with compost and mulch. 

She then hand shoveled several 
tons of the trucked mixture, a time 
consuming and labor-intensive 
process. 

Her first crops were mainly an-
nuals, including tomatoes, squash, 
corn, kale, and cucumbers plus sun-
flowers, chamomile, and zinnias. 

The following year Corley tran-
sitioned the remaining lawn to 
garden using the same method. But 
her planting choices morphed more 
toward perennials to streamline 
upkeep.

From the start, her urban neigh-
bors have taken the front yard 
garden “miracle” in their midst in 
stride. 

“There’s no HOA where I live,” 
she said, so no restrictions about 
growing even 8-foot cornstalks. 

Since starting, she has received 
only a single notice of a town in-
fraction, last year, concerning plants 
encroaching on the sidewalk. 

And she frequently fields friendly 
questions from people seeking her 
advice on what would work best 
in their yard, particularly this year. 

The corn, especially, did attract 
attention, notably from pesky rac-
coons — who displayed amazing 
skill climbing the towering stalks, 
husking the ears — leaving behind 
depleted gnawed-on cobs as evi-
dence. 

This year, in hopes of deterring 

them, Corley plans on trying a less 
sweet popcorn varietal. 

She also keeps an eye out for rab-
bits, squirrels and other critters who 
might hinder her progress. 

But she has concluded that a 
“resident” cat on her street provides 
more help than hindrance with 
rodent pest control. 

For a bit of extra protection, Cor-
ley institutes a border of “sacrificial” 
ornamental planting as a first line 
of defense for the crops she hopes 
to harvest.

A few years ago, after a holly tree 
tucked back in a corner of her side 
yard came down in a storm, Corley 
converted the space into a 6-foot by 
3-foot raised bed. 

But before long, an unknown bug 
began to plague the plants she’d 

carefully sown. 
To identify and combat the in-

truding insect, she reached out to a 
Master Gardener friend whose six-
inch-thick manual helped pinpoint 
the culprits as harlequin bugs — “an 
awful stinkbug lookalike” according 
to Corley. 

Desirous of acquiring a hefty 
gardening guidebook of her own, 
Corley enrolled in the Master Gar-
dener program, earning certification 
in 2016. 

Among Corley’s Master Gardener 
project initiatives was the creation 
of Talbot County Public Library’s 
Seed Library, housed at both Li-
brary branches in Easton and St. 
Michaels. 

The Seed Library offers a selection 
of numerous varieties of gardening 

After five years of mowing her small front lawn, Missy Corley began transition-
ing it to garden in 2015.
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seeds free of charge and accepts 
donations in return. 

Although the library building 
needed to close due to the CO-
VID-19 virus, Corley is still able 
to provide interested gardeners with 
seeds she’d stored in her home from 
last year, packing them for a safe, 
socially distant pick up.  

Since it began, the Seed Library 
has received donations of overflow 
seed packets from catalogues and 
other supply sources. 

But this year’s economic and 
food challenges have helped fuel 
overwhelming market demand for 
seeds, causing many companies to 
sell out of their supply, potentially 
depleting “leftover” stock to donate 
next year. 

Because of that, there will likely 
be a greater need for seeds saved by 
gardeners themselves, she noted. 

For her own growing needs, the 
virus’ impact has motivated Corley 
to cultivate veggies which are more 
nutrient dense veggies and those 
which store well, such as regular and 
sweet potatoes. 

Long-term planning has also 
figured into her planting of two 
“teeny” pomegranate trees, cur-
rently under a foot tall, on either 
side of her front stoop. 

Native specimens, including blue-
berry bushes, elderberry, and fig are 
in progress, along with sage, mug 
wort, beebalm and peas.

For upkeep and maintenance, 
Corley said she keeps things simple. 
At first, she tried drip irrigation 
lines, but when her garden set-up 
required rearranging, that system 
proved to be “a lot more work than 
expected,” she said. 

Now, rain barrels and hand water-
ing with a long hose are more than 
enough to suit her needs. 

To keep pests under control, Cor-
ley hand checks her plants, going 
out early in the morning, especially 
during the warmer season. 

But the best method, she believes, 
is to have the healthiest plants pos-
sible.

For more information about the 
Talbot County Free Seed Library, 
visit https://www.facebook.com/
talbotcountyfreeseedlibrary/.

Missy Corley’s front yard may be relatively small, but she’s has put a huge 
amount of work and time into transforming it from lackluster lawn more than 
five years ago to an urban garden teeming with plant life.
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to death. Cover the pans with plas-
tic mesh domes; the plants grow 
through the mesh and the fish graze 
without harming the roots.

Pruning Guide for Evergreens
• Dead or damaged wood on 

evergreen conifers can be removed 
at any time.

• Flowering broadleaf evergreens 
that bloom on new wood should be 
pruned in late winter or early spring 
before growth begins.

• Flowering broadleaf evergreens 
that bloom on old wood, such as 
azaleas and rhododendrons, should 
be pruned immediately after they 
bloom and before they initiate new 
growth to avoid cutting off buds 
being initiated for the following 
season.

• To slow or dwarf a broadleaf 

evergreen, after its main spurt of 
growth, remove up to a third. You 
can cut the main stem back to the 
first side shoots, but do not take off 
more than has grown the last year 
or two.

• To encourage dense branching 
in evergreens whose growth is initi-
ated by candles, cut the candles back 
by half when growth is complete. 
Prune the tips of yews, junipers, and 
hemlocks lightly any time during 
the growing season.

• To establish a shape, prune ever-
green shrubs and hedges when they 
are 3 to 5 years old.

Thatch & Dethatching
Grass clippings left on the lawn 

are returned to an elemental state 
by microorganisms in the soil and 
recycled as nutrients. A quarter-
inch layer of clippings is good; 
more is not. Clippings build when 

overdoses of pesticides kill the soil 
microorganisms, and when soluble 
high-nitrogen fertilizers and excess 
watering push grass growth. 

Your lawn could need dethatching 
if it feels spongy to walk on. Cut a 
pie-shaped plug of turf that includes 
dirt with the roots. If the spongy 
layer between the grass and the soil 
measures more than a half-inch, 
dethatch. The best time to dethatch 
a cool-season grass is in early fall. 
A convex rake with short knife-like 
blades in place of tines can be used 
to dethatch a small lawn. For a big 
dethatching job, a gas-powered 
vertical mower and power rake at-
tachment is needed. If the thatch 
is thick, make two passes at right 
angles to each other. 

(Editor’s Note: Ken Morgan is the 
owner of Robin’s Nest Floral and Gar-
den Center in Easton, Md.)

(FROM PAGE 6)                   

Hanging Baskets, Vegetable Plants
Tropical Plants, Shrubs
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   In the war-torn battlefields of 
Europe, the common red field 
poppy was one of the first plants 
to reappear. Its seeds scattered in 
the wind and sat dormant in the 
ground, only germinating when 
the ground was disturbed — as it 
was by the very brutal fighting of 
World War I.
   John McCrae, a Canadian sol-
dier and physician, witnessed the 
war first hand and was inspired to 
write the now-famous poem “In 
Flanders Fields” in 1915. He saw 
the poppies scattered throughout 
the battlefield surrounding his ar-
tillery position in Belgium.
   In November 1918, days be-

fore the official end of the war, an 
American professor named Moina 
Michael wrote her own poem, “We 
Shall Keep the Faith,” which was 
inspired by McCrae’s “In Flanders 
Fields.” 
  In her poem, she mentioned 
wearing the “poppy red” to honor 
the dead, and with that, the tra-
dition of adorning one’s clothing 
with a single red poppy in remem-
brance of those killed in the Great 
War was born. Moina herself came 
to be known—and honored—as 
“The Poppy Lady.”
   The wearing of the poppy was tra-
ditionally done on Memorial Day 
in the United States, but the sym-

bolism has evolved to encompass 
all veterans living and deceased, 
so poppies may be worn on Vet-
erans Day as well. Not long after 
the custom began, it was adopted 
by other Allied nations, including 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, 
and the United Kingdom, where 
it is still popular today. In these 
countries, the poppy is worn on 
Remembrance Day (Nov. 11).
   Today, poppies are not only a 
symbol of loss of life, but also of 
recovery and new life, especially 
in support of the servicemen who 
survived the war but suffered from 
physical and psychological injuries 
long after it ended.

  How Enlightening!

A symbol of loss and recovery
Poppy flowers were among the first signs of new life after World War I
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o you ever wonder what’s in-
volved in creating the fasci-

nating new cultivars (varieties) of 
your favorite plants? 

Whether it be flowers or veg-
etables, new varieties are created 
by cross-pollenating two different 
varieties.

There are two basic ways of creat-
ing new varieties of plants — man-
made and nature-made. 

Nature makes new varieties when 
insects, such as bees, visit a variety 
of plants, carrying the pollen from 
one plant to another.

 Man creates new cultivars by 
taking the pollen from one variety 
and deliberately introducing it to 
another. The seeds are then grown 
to develop the new variety.

In 2007, after having grown about 
a dozen different irises for about 30 
years, I acquired about 70 new iris 
cultivars after accidentally coming 
across a beautiful new iris on the 
Internet. I didn’t realize how much 
irises had been improved over those 
years and I wanted more! 

I became interested in hybridiz-
ing irises in 2008 after joining the 
American Iris Society and seeing 
the top irises that had been hybrid-
ized, for which awards were given 
each year. 

I thought it would be fun to create 
new varieties and began cross-pol-
linating some of my new varieties 
that were blooming. 

That year, I didn’t give much 
thought to anything other than 

Story, photos by Pat McNeal

D

Patience pays off in creating new irises

“Harriet Tubman”, an iris scheduled for introduction next year by local hy-
bridizer Pat McNeal, exhibits characteristics from the blue violet grandpar-
ents of the Pod Parent, “Cuss A Blue Streak,” and the Pollen Parent, “Home 
Fires Burning.

“Champion Bloodlines”, an iris 
introduced by local hybridizer 
Pat McNeal in 2018, exhibits 
characteristics of both the Pod 
Paren, “Hindenburg” and the 
Pollen Parent “Pirate Ahoy.”
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which two cultivars might produce 
a pretty new flower. 

Since then, I’ve learned that a 
good hybridizer puts a lot more 
thought into the process, selecting 
for things such as disease resistance, 
growth habits, length of bloom 
time, fragrance, foliage, stalk form 
and strength, height, etc. 

Some of those first crosses turned 
out quite nice in spite of my igno-
rance. 

One of them, a brown iris named 
“Harriet Tubman,” is planned for 
introduction next year. 

It turns out that we live within a 
half-mile of the plantation where 
her father worked, and she likely 
walked past, or even on, our prop-
erty many times as she led slaves to 
freedom.

Irises only come “true to variety” 
when the rootstock is divided; every 
seed produces a different, new iris. 

However, just like people, some 
“kids” will look a lot like Mom, 
some will look a lot like Dad, some 
will look like a combination of the 
two and some may look like, or 
carry traits of, a great, great grand-
parent several generations back. 

In selecting parents for cross-pol-
linating, a hybridizer can imagine 
what some of the kids might look 
like, but there are almost always 
surprises, too.

An iris cultivar is considered “in-
troduced” when it is offered for sale 
and proof is sent to the AIS. 

But the process one goes through 
to produce an iris for introduction 
is a long and arduous one. 

First, one chooses the potential 
parents and takes the pollen from 
one plant (the “pollen parent”) and 

introduces it to the “pod parent.”
The parentage and other data on 

the cross are recorded on a tag af-
fixed to the flower. 

Hopefully the cross will “take” 
and a pod will begin to form, 
though many times, the attempt 
fails. 

Once a pod forms, it is watched 
carefully as it matures in six to eight 
weeks to make sure the seeds don’t 
fall out of the pod onto the ground. 

The seeds are harvested and dried, 
then planted in the hybridizer’s 
preferred method, of which there 
are many. 

The simplest method is to plant 
them outside in November, as the 
seeds need a chilling period before 
they will germinate.

When planted outside in Novem-
ber, many of the seeds will germi-
nate the following spring, but some 
will wait another one to three years 
to germinate; this is thought to be 
a survival tactic in case of a crop 
failure in any given year. 

The seeds of tall bearded irises 
will grow for two years before one 
can generally expect to see a bloom. 

Thus a cross made in 2020 will 
likely not produce a bloom until 
2023 or even later.

 But, oh, the thrill of seeing a 
brand-new iris bloom and realizing 
that you are the only person in the 
world who has ever seen that iris is 
tremendous. 

Sometimes the sight of a new 
flower will take your breath away!

Author Pat McNeal is known to hundreds of local gardeners as “The Iris Lady.” 
She has been selling irises since 2007 and now has more than 500 varieties in 
her collection.
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“Hindenburg,” left, is a pod parent to “Champion Bloodlines” Pod Parent. “Pi-
rate Ahoy,” right, is a pollen parent “Champion Bloodlines.”

Getting a “seedling” or unintro-
duced iris to bloom stage is just the 
beginning of years of hard work. 

Remember, an iris only comes 
true from dividing the rootstock or 
rhizomes. 

That one plant must be multiplied 
many times to get enough stock to 
introduce the new cultivar — usu-
ally 200-300 plants — and that 
takes years.

It is often thought that you need 
to grow 100 seedlings to get one 
that is worthy of introduction, but 
I feel that number can be reduced 
by careful selection of the breeding 
stock. Still, there will be many vari-
eties grown that won’t make the cut. 

The many seedlings from a cross 
should be grown and evaluated for 
at least three years before decid-
ing whether or not they should be 
introduced. 

So now we are at five to six years 
from the time the cross was made! 

During that time, the dozens of 
seedlings had to be weeded, fertil-
ized, divided and notes taken before 
making a decision about which, if 
any, would be introduced. 

Then those that make the cut 
probably need to be multiplied 
further before introduction, mean-
ing several more years of hard work.

Tall bearded irises generally cost 
$55-$60 per plant when they are 
first introduced. 

Intermediate and dwarf irises are 
less expensive. 

This reflects the rather limited 
supply and the increased demand 
for the new irises, as well as the 
years of work involved. (Daylilies, 
by comparison, are often $100 or 
more for new introductions.) 

As years go by and supply increas-
es, the price usually drops, making 
them more affordable for gardeners. 

So if you can be patient, you 
can have a collection of beautiful, 
recently-introduced hybrids to 
beautify your gardens. 

And now when you see the price 
of a new iris, you no longer need 
to wonder why it is so much more 
expensive than the ones at the local 
stores.

(Editor’s note: Pat McNeal started 
the Bayshore Iris Society, an affiliate 
of the American Iris Society, in 2013 
to serve members of the AIS on the 
Eastern Shore. Anyone is welcome 
to join Bayshore Iris Society to learn 
more about irises or hybridizing. 
Contact McNeal at 443-786-3668 
or at thegoodlife4all@verizon.net, or 
Chris Eareckson at 410-476-3971 or 
creareckson@atlanticbb.net for more 
information.)

“Cuss A Blue Streak,” left, is a pod parent to “Harriet Tubman.” “Home Fires 
Burning,” left, is a pollen parent to “Harriet Tubman”
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802 Crystal Avenue, Denton, MD 21629
410.479.1233 - www.choptanksupply.com

LIKE US on Facebook!

NEW STORE HOURS 
Monday thru Friday     6:00AM -  6:00PM 

Saturday 7:00AM  - 2:00 PM  Sunday 9:00AM – 1:00 PM

 Rakes 

 Grass Seed 

 Fertilizer 

 Grubex 

 Spreaders 

 Weed Control 

 Mulch 

 Decorative 
Gravel 

 Pavers 

 Equipment 
Rental 

 Hardware 
 

COME SEE US FOR YOUR DIY PROJECTS, 
BIG OR SMALL! 
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CHOPTANK SUPPLY, INC.

Stihl Early Spring Service Special!
$40.00 Change Air Filter, Fuel 
Filter & Spark Plug

Applies to Chainsaws, Trimmers and Blowers
Some models may not apply

Be ready this year don’t wait until 
the day you want to use your 
Stihl Equipment

Come explore our new store expansion 
and equipment repair shop
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hile big, showy displays 
may have garnered the 

most attention at the Philadelphia 
Flower Show in March, few of 
them are reproducible in your own 
garden space without the help of a 
professional landscaper. 

One class of entries in the 191st 
year of the show put on by the 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, 
however, would be easy to replicate: 
Pocket Gardens.

Pocket gardens are bright displays 
in small spaces, as in the minimum 
required spacing between houses in 
a development or in containers on 
a small patio or balcony.

 They provide a “wow factor” of 
color and texture in an otherwise 
bare space.

A pocket garden can be as simple 
as a few tiny plants tucked into a 
stone wall or a series of large plant-
ers full of ornamental grasses and 
trailing vines. 

The Shipley School Sprouts, a  
private school garden club entered 
the show, as it has for some 35 years, 
taking a blue ribbon in the Pocket 
Garden Class with a tabletop garden 
of succulents such as one might find 
on a green-roofed cabana in coastal 

W
Story, photos by Carol Kinsley

Pocket 
gardens a 
big hit for 
tiny spaces

A pocket garden can be as simple and inex-
pensive as a shoe bag such as this one dis-
played at the Philadelphia Flower Show in 
March. Just tuck in plastic pots with plants 
where the shoes are supposed to go. Suc-
culents will require minimal watering. As 
for the African violets on the top row, they 
make good indoor plants, but won’t survive 
outdoors like common violets. Still, a plastic 
pot is easily popped into or out of a contain-
er such as this and might be used temporar-
ily on a special occasion to provide a pop of 
color.
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areas of the Mediterranean.
Several years ago, the club won a 

wealth of ribbons for what might be 
considered another pocket garden: 
“A Sink of Dirty Dishes,” complete 
with faucet and succulents tucked 
among plates and kitchen utensils. 

Imagine, if you are fortunate 
enough to have an old-fashioned 
hand water pump, combining that 
with a recycled kitchen sink, plants 
and even broken pieces of china, 
with the broken edges hidden in 

the soil.
Or consider a pocket garden in 

an old wheelbarrow, bushel basket, 
a child’s “little red wagon,” or a 
cracked birdbath. 

Just remember that the amount of 
soil, and therefore, growing space, 
is limited. Don’t over fertilize or 
overwater.

For hanging on a fence or door 
post, you can find “hanging grow 
bags” or “flower pouches” available 
on the Internet. 

Or, copy the idea of another entry 
in the Pocket Garden Class at the 
Philadelphia Flower Show and use 
a hanging shoe bag. 

Most have room for small plastic 
pots to be inserted with a plant. 

If you don’t mind getting the bag 
dirty, you can cut out the bottom 
of the pot and add soil beneath it to 
give the roots more room. 

You can hide the plastic container, 
if you wish, with mulch, moss or 
pebbles.

For the Philadelphia Flower Show in March, student members of the Shipley School Sprouts garden club at a private 
school in Bryn Mawr, Pa., created this table-top pocket garden reminiscent of green-roofed cabanas such as one might 
find on a Riviera Holiday (the theme of the show). Tucked into a small space, these succulents require little mainte-
nance and can take the hot sun.



May 2020 • Shore Home & Garden        www.shorehomeandgarden.com      35       

Paradise Found...
Let us create one for you!

B O A T  S E R V I C E S

Fra
yed KnotFra
yed Knot JASON CORREA

OWNER

410-924-9600

BOAT DETAILING

 woodingenuity@gmail.com 
Queen Anne, MD | 410-310-6670

A full service 
sawmill specializing 

in large live edge 
slabs.

David Boyle
State of MD Forest Product 
Operator License # 011257
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TOWERS CONCRETE PRODUCTS, INC.
“A Towers Family Business”

26425 Hobbs Rd. | Denton, MD
www.towersconcrete.com

 1-800-773-9128 - 410-479-0914 - Denton, MD

Serving Maryland’s Eastern Shore for over 50 years. 
A NPCA Certified Precast Plant. 

Visit our website for a complete list 
of products & services. Hours: Monday - Friday 6 am - 5 pm. 

PRE CAST
• Septic Tanks
• Pump Tanks
• Holding Tanks
• Grease Traps
• Septic Pipe & Supplies
• Concrete Supplies:
    Wire, Rebar, Felt Expansion, 
    Metal Keylock
Norweco Wastewater 
Treatment Systems & Service

Mon-Fri 8am-6pm
Sat 8am-5pm

Sun 10am-4pm

9399 Ocean Gateway 
Easton, MD 21601 
Phone: 410-822-8700
Toll-Free: 800-548-5288
Email: robinsnest@goeaston.net
www.robinsnes�loral.com

We are happy to bring you garden supplies, plants, home decor, 
arrangements, blooming indoor plants, and more. 

Give us a call (410-822-8700) or visit our 
website to order today!

Let’s Garden! 
Robin’s Nest is here to help you garden.  We have 

annuals, vegetable plants, soil amendments, perennials, 
fruit trees, berry bushes, nursery stock, mulch, seeds, 

and more ready for your garden!
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Innovative Sales and 
Installations

We are Locally Owned and Operated
Providing 24/7 Service Since 1995

Commerical Refrigeration
Refrigerators - Freezers - Walk-in Boxes 

- Ice Machines
Financing Available - Commercial & Residential

855-673-7999
 Licensed & Insured     www.coldmaster.net     MD HVAC 01-10220

Now offering commercial and residential 
electrical service and installation.

MD Elec 11398

Residential & Commercial 
Heating and Cooling Systems

We are open, call us today for a free 
in home estimate for a fully customizable 

ductless system. Up to 10 years parts
 and labor warranty.Financing 

Available
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Bel Air
424 N. Main St.
410-838-6111

Black Horse
4551 Norrisville Rd.

410-692-2200

Hampstead
607 Hanover Pike

410-374-6066

Hereford
17106 York Rd.
410-329-6558

Kingstown
7121 Church Hill Rd.

410-778-1551

Red Lion, PA
327 E. Broadway

717-244-4511

Whiteford
2422 Whiteford Rd.

410-452-8177

www.themillofbelair.com
410-778-1551  • 7121 Church Hill Rd, Chestertown, MD

ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL THINGS: Pet, Wild Bird, Farm & Home, Lawn & Garden.

Flowers Galore 
& Much More!

We have the perfect flower, plant or gift for mom! 
If you need any ideas, one of our experts can help.

Curbside Pick-Up & Delivery

while supplies last.

Mother’s Day Sale     May 8  - May 10

$5 OFF
a $25 Purchase

Cannot be combined with any other offer.  
Exclusions may apply. Expires 4/30/2020. sku: SHG525

SA
LE 25% Off

All Garden  
Gift ItemsSA

LE $5 Off
Rose Bushes &  

Hanging Baskets SA
LE 25% Off

Decorative Pottery 
& Wind Chimes

2020 WINNER
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Let Tidewater 
do the work!

Residential and Commercial Cleaning  •   Flexible Schedule
Licensed, Bonded & Insured   • Professional, Reliable Staff

Security Cleared

Best Indoor 
Cleaning Service

Serving Talbot, Dorchester, Caroline & Queen Anne’s Counties.

FREE ESTIMATES
CALL 410.200.0290

410-310-2336
9620 New Bridge Rd., Denton, MD

Mon-Fri 11-6 - Sat-Sun 10-6

Crabs
Crabmeat 

Shrimp
Breaded Shrimp
Soft Shell Crabs 

SPECIALS
Crawfish .... $5.50/lb  ... Catfish ... $5.00/lb 

16/20 ct. Peeled and Deveined shrimp 2 lb. for $20

Specials
 run through

May

Since 2007

Clams
Lobster
Oysters
Mussels
Scallops

Fish
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he signs of spring are every-
where from the sounds of 
spring peepers in the woods 

to the red hues of maple buds to 
the yellow blooms of daffodils. 

The tidbits of spring trickle in like 
the mist of early morning fog slowly 
then all at once. 

As if waking up from a long win-
ter’s nap, you see buds on trees swell 
or the tiny green stems of bulbs that 
gently peak through the mulch. 

The next day, you hear the sounds 
of spring peepers. 

Then, all at once, the baby pink 
blooms of cherry trees are floating 
like confetti in a ticker-tape parade 
while crocus shine like amethyst 
and daffodils glitter like drops of 
gold in flowerbeds and all of a sud-
den, spring is here.  

As the daffodils I planted last fall 
leisurely woke from their long win-
ter’s nap, I enjoyed how beautiful 
they looked with their golden yel-
low cups and their egg yolk petals. 

My mind wandered to their name 
“Daffodil.” 

When I became a mother, names 
and the meanings behind them 
captivated me. As a parent, when 
you name your child you, research 
everything, the meaning behind a 
name, where it originated from, the 
many spellings, and so forth. 

When the time came to hold my 
sons for the first time, I was com-
pletely and utterly prepared with 
names that would suit them. 

The names that would help define 
them and would help guide them as 

they traversed through our uncer-
tain world. 

Did I put too much weight on a 
name? Maybe.

As Juliet said to Romeo in Wil-
liam Shakespeare’s “Romeo and 
Juliet,” “What’s in a name? That 
which we call a rose by any other 

name would smell as sweet.” 
There is a great name debate 

between daffodils, narcissus and 
jonquil. 

“Daffodil” refers to the common 
name for the spring-flowering bulbs 
in the genus “Narcissus.”

“Jonquil” is the common name 

During the Victorian Era flowers sent between people had their own symbol-
ization. For instance, daffodils symbolized regard or unequalled love. While 
daffodils are actively blooming, it is a great time to take notes (or pictures) in 
the garden. Do bulbs need to be divided? Would they be better suited in an-
other area?  This will help you when it is time to move things around in the fall.

Story and photos 
by Rachel J. Rhodes

Delightful daffodil, neat narcissus

T
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for  Narcissus jonquilla  within 
the Narcissus genus. To avoid any 
ambiguity, you can never go wrong 
by calling these flowers by their 
genus name, “Narcissus.”  

According to the American Daf-
fodil Society, there are between “40 
to 200 different daffodil species, 
subspecies or varieties of species 
and over 32,000 registered cultivars 
(named hybrids) divided among the 
13 divisions of the official classifica-
tion system.” 

Daffodils range from the tried 
and true yellow trumpet to ones 
with double flowers and clustered 
flowers, to small cups, and ones 
with open cups. 

Flower colors come in an array of 
white to yellow to orange. There are 
even some with splashes of pink.  

Daffodils are hardy spring-flow-
ering perennial blubs that should 

return year after year. 
During blooming, they require 

generous amounts of water. 
After blooming, always deadhead 

the spent flowers. 
Even though daffodil foliage can 

get unruly, allow the leaves to re-
main for at least six weeks. 

You will see people braid or tie the 
leaves together with rubber bands. 

This timely endeavor results in 
the leaves manufacturing smaller 
amounts of food for the bulb, which 
in turn results in smaller blooms the 
following year. 

After the allotted six weeks have 
passed, you may remove the leaves.

For Maryland’s hardiness zone, 
plant daffodils in the fall (from late 
September to late November). 

The soil needs to be cool but the 
ground should still be workable and 
not frozen. 

Picking out bulbs is just like 
picking out the perfect apple. You 
want a bulb that is firm without 
blemishes. 

Bulbs should never be soft, dam-
aged or moldy. 

Daffodils are an easy dependable 
flower that is ideal for the beginning 
gardener. 

Don’t forget to pick some up in 
the fall for your garden!

For more information, visit 
https://extension.umd.edu/queen-
annes-county/master-gardener-
home-gardening  or on Facebook @ 
https://www.facebook.com/Queen-
AnnesCountyMasterGardeners.

(Editor’s note: Rachel J. Rhodes is 
the Master Gardener Coordinator for 
University of Maryland Extension 
Queen Anne’s County. She can be 
reached at rjrhodes@umd.edu.)

Narcissus ‘Dutch Master’ are among the 
most popular cultivars. They feature the 
classic yellow daffodil trumpet shape. 
These plants multiply over the years.
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Flower frogs are devices that are used to help arrange flowers quickly and 
conveniently. They are collected for their unique look, utilitarian purposes 
and history.

ou might have seen a strange 
glass object in an antique 
store or florist shop that you 

can’t identify. 
It was glass, round, and had a 

bunch of holes in it, much like a 
honeycomb. 

This is called a flower frog, and 
is a device utilized to help arrange 
flowers quickly and conveniently. 

They are collected for their unique 
look, utilitarian purposes and his-
tory.

It is thought the term “frog” came 
from the fact that the holder sits in 
water like a frog. 

The first flower frogs, also known 
as flower bricks, squares or blocks, 
were Japanese — and were called 
kenzan, which were metal and fixed 
in a bowl or vase to hold the stems 
of flowers for quick arranging. 

The Japanese were and are well 
known for Ikebana, or “making 
flowers come alive” with simplistic, 
orderly designs in the floral arrang-

ing world, and the frog certainly 
would have aided the quest for 
proper arranging. 

The general idea of a flower frog is 
that the myriad of holes in the often 

round piece of glass or metal is for 
the stem of a flower to poke into, 
thus helping you arrange a bouquet 
quicker and with ease. 

Other versions of the frog were 

Flower 
Frogs

By DeeDee Wood

Ant
ique

 Dis
cov

ery

Y
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invented, such as cages and pin 
holders. 

This type of florist aid has been 
around for a long time, with some 
dating back to 16th century Europe. 

The oldest U.S. patent for a frog 
was issued in 1875 by S. Van Stone 
Company, which created a cone 
flower holder, that was placed on 
a stand. 

This company also created a 
mushroom shaped frog that held 
flowers and other items. 

Many well known pottery and 
glass houses obtained patents and 
manufactured this item. 

The Cambridge Glass Company, 
a well known U.S. glass manufac-
turer, obtained a round glass frog 
patent in 1916, and collectors can 

look for the word “Cambridge” em-
bossed on the side when collecting 
them for authenticity. 

Frogs come in many different 
materials besides just glass. Metal, 
plastic and glass are the most popu-
lar materials used to make this floral 
implement. 

Dazey Manufacturing patented 
the first metal flower frog “cage” in 
1916, a small device that held flower 
stems in a sort of cage creation, 
rather than holes. 

It allowed for more complex 
displays. 

There is also a version of this 
metal creation called the “pin” frog, 
created by many companies, that al-
lowed stems to be stuck onto a pin, 
rather than inside a hole. 

The flower frog saw its heyday in 
the 1920s, in the flapper era, be-
fore the great depression, in a time 
when fresh flower arranging inside 
a home, in grand mansions and 
during balls was all the rage. 

To have a tool that would help 
arranging came in handy. 

Today they are collected for their 
unique history, odd appearance and 
manufacturing wonder. 

Many are still used today to cre-
ate beautiful arrangements, like so 
long ago, people still enjoy a beau-
tiful, easy arrangement of gorgeous 
flowers.

(Editor’s note: DeeDee Wood is the 
owner of Black Cat Curiosities Art 
and Antiques in Easton, Md., located 
at 24B Harrison St.)

Conner, Inc.
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that I am a huge proponent of 
meal planning as a means to sim-
plify your family routine. 

I tend to base my meals on what 
is on sale at my favorite grocery 
stores and go from there — but 
these days, finding the things that 
used to be easy to access is not 
quite the same. I still try to get 
things on sale but with so many 
shortages these days, I have to be a 
little flexible with my approach! 

I’ve been relying on my freezer 
and cookbooks more these days 
— and have found that Googling 
the ingredients I have on hand 
rather than the ones that I want to 
cook with has given me more suc-
cess with my meal planning! 

For example, last week I 
planned to make a recipe for “taco 

spaghetti” and realized that I did 
not have the tomatoes or the 
cheese I needed! 

I ended up discovering a fun 
new recipe for something called 
“porcupine meatballs” that uses 
ingredients I have in my pantry! 

While I am looking forward to 
being able to meal plan with some 
more certainty in the future, find-
ing apps that help me use what 
I already have on hand has been 
a real game changer! Two of my 
favorites are SuperCook (www.
supercook.com) and My Fridge 
Food (www.myfridgefood.com). 

Schedule What Matters: Being 
able to be home for an extended 
period of time has made it clear to 
me just how important structure 
is to my well being. 

While I don’t have the ap-
pointments and time constraints, 

following a self made schedule has 
been my real recipe for sustaining 
sanity! 

I don’t set an alarm but my body 
clock tends to help me stay on a 
schedule — and scheduling time 
to do the things that give me joy 
— chatting with friends, medita-
tion, reading, crafting or baking 
with my kids — have made me 
realize the things that I need to 
really prioritize once our lives 
inevitably fill up again with com-
mitments from the outside world. 

If you are loving those family 
movie nights or home improve-
ments that you are finding time 
for these days, schedule them into 
your weekly plans! You will find 
yourself happier and more focused 
throughout your day knowing 
that you have these on your calen-
dar to look forward to! 

(FROM PAGE 10)                   

We are a family-owned and operated 
company that has provided personalized 

customer service to our neighbors in 
Talbot County and the surrounding

 areas for over 25 years.

So whether you need a small leak 
repaired or an entire bathroom 
remodeled, we are here for you. 

Call us today!

410-820-0232
marty@dotyplumbing.com

Thank You for your support, 
it is greatly appreciated!

You have lifted our spirits, given us hope, 
and kept us going.

The staff of Shore Home and Garden Magazine 
would like to thank everyone for their support 

during this difficult time. 

If you’re unable to pick up the magazine, please 
visit our website to view the May issue.

To every advertiser and reader, 
a sincere Thank You! 

Shore Home and Garden Magazine
www.shorehomeandgarden.com

410-822-4025



May 2020 • Shore Home & Garden        www.shorehomeandgarden.com      45       

I even ditched my thick fancy 
2020 planner for a simple white 
board calendar that everyone can 
see. 

It is posted for everyone to see 
and helps keep me focused on 
those days when lounging in my 
pajamas and watching Netflix feels 
like the best choice (which on 
some days, it absolutely is!)

Clear the Clutter: One of my 
biggest concerns about the recent 
pandemic has been the idea that 
someone in my family would get 
sick and then be quarantined to a 
single room or two of the house. 

This concern drove me to do a 
major deep clean of each room of 
the house that included some seri-
ous decluttering.

I mean, if I have to be requested 
for 14 days in a room, I want it to 
be pretty awesome, right? 

Cleaning, decluttering and re-
ally organizing our living spaces 
has given our home an appeal I 
forgot it had! I can’t guarantee it 
will stay this way once our sched-
ules inevitably return to “normal” 
but even my messy children admit 
that the simpler decor and stream-
lined look of our home has helped 
them feel more comfortable. 

I discovered a few fun apps that 
really help with this process! The 

Sortly app allows you to create 
an inventory of your home from 
your furniture to special collec-
tions/knickknacks. Use this app 
to keep track of everything from 
your kid’s video game collection 
to electronics. 

Sortly lets you photograph, list, 
categorize, and search through 
everything you own, which may 
help visual leaners to see what 

they have and declutter from 
there! The app is free to use for the 
first 100 items and if you decide 
it is useful, there is a $5 monthly 
subscription fee. 

Another fun tool that may help 
you reduce a ton of clutter in your 
junk drawers and cabinets is the 
Centriq app. 

You can toss all of those product 
manuals and have them at the 
touch of your fingers with this 
app, which will organize all of 
your manuals and warranties in 
one easy to access space. 

While you are creating your 
digital library, consider using that 
“Notes” scanning tool on your 
iPhone to scan and save all your 
receipts and papers!

(Editor’s Note: Kristine George is 
a freelance journalist who resides in 
Easton.)

OPEN TO 
THE PUBLIC!

410-822-4880
8401 Ocean Gateway, Easton, MD

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 6:30-4:00 pm - www.bldr.com

Make us your FIRST SOURCE for these 
finer building products. Stop in and let our
professional sales staff help get exactly 
what you want and need for your next 
project, today!

 LIMITED SHOWROOM ACCESS DUE TO 
CURRENT CONDITIONS
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to 6-10 feet tall to the f. gardenia 
growing only two to three feet tall 
and the hybrid, F. x intermedia 
growing to a height in-between 
three and five feet tall. 

Knowing how tall they grow 
helps in planning where they will 
be planted. 

Planting a shrub or a tree that 
will outgrow the site will become 
a problem every year when the 
plant needs to be pruned to stay 
within its area. 

Plants should be chosen for size, 
shape, leaves and flowers — both 
color and fragrance. 

In late April to May the Fother-
gillas are covered with bottlebrush 
spikes of white fragrant flowers 
that can bloom for two to three 

weeks. 
Fothergilla x intermedia “Blue 

Shadow” is a compact shrub that 
starts out with green leaves that 
quickly mature to a soft powder 
blue color and stays that soft blue 
all summer long.

In the autumn the leaves change 
to bright shades of yellows, oranges 
and reds. 

Fothergilla x intermedia “Blue 
Shadow” is a four-season star in 
many Eastern Shore gardens be-
cause of its featured springtime 
flowers, summer and autumn color 
of the foliage plus the interesting 
architecture of the branches in the 
winter.

 (Editor’s Note: Ginny Rosenkranz 
is a commercial horticulture special-
ist with the University of Maryland 
Extension.)

(FROM PAGE 8)                   

In late April to May the Fothergillas 
are covered with bottlebrush spikes of 
white fragrant flowers that can bloom 
for two to three weeks.

(Photo by Ginny Rosenkranz)

Happy Mother’s Day

DUCT CLEANING  •  HUMIDIFIERS   •  PROGRAMMABLE  THERMOSTATS  •  AIR CLEANERS

410-643-0005      WWW.STEELESHVAC.COM     410-479-5560

FINANCING AVAILABLE!
Payments as low as 

$76 /month

REFRIGERATION  HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Lic # MD MASTER 01-4795

$1,000 OFF
INSTALLATION OF NEW SYSTEM

Call for details!
Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 5/31/20

$25 OFF
ANY SERVICE CALL

 Must be presented at time of service. 
Not valid with any other offer.  Exp. 5/31/20

$300 OFF
DUCTLESS SYSTEM 

Call now for details.
Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 5/31/20

NOW HIRING
Installers & Service Techs
Call now or email resume

Steele Dilling (owner) has been 
servicing the Eastern Shore for 

32 years and counting!

 When experience matters 
– ca� St�le
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The collision of our work lives and 
home lives has brought us many 
things: A reason to clean the stor-
age locker of a home office, anxiety, 
more time with kids, a variety of 
new recipes from the kitchen and 
did I mention anxiety? 

With everything getting more use 
these days — I think I can hear my 
dishwasher say, “Seriously?” every 
time I reload it — keeping things 
clean and better organized the “new 
normal” has helped us maintain 

some collective sanity. 
To that end, the idea using our 

kids’ ever-popular slime to grab the 
dirt and detritus fallen into key-
boards, television remotes and other 
tough spots seemed like something 
worth trying. 

“Finally, something useful for that 
stuff,” I thought to myself, simulta-
neously realizing how old that made 
me sound. 

Unfortunately for this test, our 
TV remotes didn’t have any gunk 
around the buttons like the exag-
gerated Internet video but in getting 
set up for weeks of telework, an old 

computer keyboard was unearthed 
that fit the bill nicely. That hack 
itself, however, wasn’t so nice. 

Laying the slime over the key-
board, it picked up what it touched 
immediately but didn’t reach down 
into the recesses to get what nobody 
would want to touch. Even leaving 
it over an extended period didn’t 
help. 

Tapping the keyboard lightly 
upside down over a trash can was 
much more effective and quicker. 

I still have hope, though, that 
someone will find a good use for 
the slime.

  Myth or Magic?
The internet is full of time-saving “hacks” — quick and novel fixes to so many of life’s 
little problems. When they pop up on social media feeds, you figure,“That might work” 
or “Yeah, right.” ... We wanted to test some that we liked and of those we’re suspicious.

Slime doesn’t get return with keyboard grit
Story and photos 

by Sean Clougherty

MYTH
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  Now we’re cooking!
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  Events for May

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, we 
will not be listing events this month.

 We suggest you contact
 local businesses, towns, theaters, art 

galleries etc., directly to see if they 
have any events available for 

the month of May. 

Thank you and be safe.

 Hopefully we will have some 
listings next month.
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