
Asset-Based Approach (Partners for Sacred Places) 

2022 Stewardship Ministry Annual Report                               January 23, 2022            
The Stewardship Ministry at St. Paul’s was established following an act of the vestry during its regular 

meeting in May of 2020. Once organized, the group began exploring resources and tools to guide and 

support our mission and work. Among the resources we rely on are those published by The Episcopal 

Network for Stewardship (TENS), The Episcopal Church Foundation, and Partners for Sacred Places.  

Asset-Based Approach 
The ministry met face-to-face for the first time on 

Thursday, June 18, 2020. As has been the practice since 

that first meeting, we opened with prayer, scripture, 

and reflection, followed by the discussion of any plans, 

tools, resources or goals. The work of the group 

continues to be guided by an “Asset-Based Approach” 

and the hope help the parish to recognize the abundant 

gifts we’ve been given, share larger blessings in 

community, and share our gifts in action with others.  

Ministry Priorities 
The nuts and bolts work of the ministry has now included two pledge campaigns, obviously critical to the 

ongoing operation of the parish. But much of our effort has also centered around learning and sharing 

information and resources, and inviting everyone to consider and share the gifts we’ve been given. This 

year, we’ve researched and acquired additional materials, including pamphlets about the Episcopal 

Church, our traditions, the Bible, and stewardship. These materials are available at the welcome desk for 

the use of parishioners and our guests. Essentially, our priorities continue to be learning and teaching 

about the stewardship.   

Recognizing the three primary elements of a ‘year-round’ stewardship program, the work of the ministry 

continues to include an Annual Pledge Campaign, Planned Giving education, and Capital Campaigns.  We 

continue to explore new resources and materials to support our Planned Giving program, and hope to 

prioritize that effort during the upcoming year. In addition, the parish work with Partners for Sacred 

Places may well help us to consider the needs and opportunities associated with a future capital 

campaign, although there are no immediate plans. Finally, the ministry has again decided to rely on 

materials from The Episcopal Network for Stewardship (TENS) in support of our annual pledge campaign 

in the fall of 2022. 

The Pledge Campaign 
The most recent “Every Perfect Gift” pledge campaign came to a close with the ‘Blessing of the Pledges’ 

on Sunday January 16, 2022. The most obvious changes to the campaign this year related to the revised 

pledge card. Parishioners were invited to consider the gifts we’ve each received, beyond those tied 

directly to our financial well-being. Everyone was invited to consider their abilities and capacity to 

support the work of the parish with their time, talents, and prayers as well; and consider how we can 

share our gifts in the broader community! One example of the latter was the very successful blood drive 

in collaboration with the American Red Cross. Thirty donor appointments were available during the 

event, and there were actually 34 donations made.   



As was the case last year, the pledge campaign started with personal outreach calls. In September, 

Vestry and Stewardship members split the directory and made calls to check in with folks and remind 

everyone of the upcoming campaign. Father Don announced the official kick-off during a regular Sunday 

service in August, and followed up with a letter to the parish in September. A special version of the 

‘Prayers of the People’ was used every Sunday throughout the campaign, and bulletin inserts included 

‘Every Perfect Gift’ reflections from TENS.   

Blessing of the Pledges  
During the Mass on Sunday, 16 January 2021, Father Dan asked God’s blessings on the pledge cards, 

including pledges of financial support and intentions to support the church and community in other 

ways. In summary, the total number of returned pledge cards so far is 46, nine fewer than last year.  As 

of this writing, the number of dollars pledged for 2022 is $170,150. We are likely to continue to receive 

pledges for the next several weeks, and the actual totals will be included in our Annual Parochial Report.  

We continue to be grateful for the generosity of the members of St. Paul’s, particularly throughout in 

these unusual days.    

THREE YEAR DATA 2022 2021 2020 2019 

PLEDGE TOTALS $170,150 $174,800  $153,356  $180,492 

PLEDGE CARDS RETURNED 46 55 54 57 

Next Steps 
For now, we’ll take some time to consider and express our gratitude for ‘Every Perfect Gift’ and ‘Every 

Generous Act’. Looking forward to the upcoming year, we’ll continue to discern ways to “Share Larger 

Blessings in Community”, and “Share Gifts in Action with Others”.  We plan to again rely on TENS 

materials to support our next pledge campaign, and we are using materials from the Episcopal Church 

Foundation as a basis for our planned giving efforts. We hope to spend more time on this later in the 

year.  

150th Season of Celebration 
The cornerstone of this old church was set on May 29, 1872, and we are entering a 15-month season of 

celebration, centered on understanding and sharing the magnificent gift of our historic building. Our 

150th ‘Season of Celebration’ Steering Committee has been formed and is planning a series of events and 

opportunities to ‘Share Larger Blessings in Community’ and ‘Share Gifts in Action with Others’. The main 

events during 2022 include:  

• Sunday, May 22, 2022 - 150th Anniversary/Remembrance of the Laying of the Cornerstone 

• Sunday, August 14, 2022 - Clergy Remembrance: Remembering Daniel E. Brown, First Rector of St. 
Paul’s 

• Sunday, October 30, 2022 - All Saints Day: Special afternoon service and cemetery tours in 
collaboration with other churches and Glenwood Cemetery. 

Additional events are planned for 2023.  Please watch the parish Facebook page, the website, the 
Epistle, and printed material for more information and opportunities to help with our 150th celebration! 
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