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Personal note: In my pre-selection interview with the Vestry of St. Paul’s, I 

discussed with the members my life-long addiction as a geek. In my younger years I 

was a nerd as I built my own AM radio station in my bedroom and passed my 

commercial and amateur radio exams at 11 and 12 years old.  My entrance into the 

world of computer technology came during Middle School from the good people at 

Radio Shack, and later in college at The xxx, I studied computer architecture and 

program languages and spent many hours in the school computer lab.  Since those 

days, my personal development has continued in both commercial radio, amateur radio 

and computer technology. I was the first webmaster (title at the time) for the Episcopal 

Dioceses of Nebraska and later Kansas. I also taught classes in html and beginning php 

dial-up modems made the Internet accessible. 

In my “study” in our basement, I have four-five computers running 24/7 with four 

different operating systems. I have become enamored with various Linux operating 

systems as “free” or “share” ware which is open-source software allowing developers to 

add or subtract individual changes.  

 

During 2021 St. Paul’s used a form of live-streaming or net-casting so that those unable 

to attend, or during the worst of the pandemic not permitted to attend could watch the 

service on the Internet. Live-streaming was not and is not an alternative to attending 

services.  Due to a sub-normal broadband connection to the church building, live-

streaming was and still is made possible via a cellular connection from an iPhone.   

Our website and Face Book presence are under the skill and guidance of Edythe Peake.  

Edythe keeps the webpage constantly up-to-date and adds interesting information to 

our Face Book presence nearly every day. 

In the early fall, we contracted with Google Non-Profits which allowed us the freedom 

to create email addresses with the stpaulschurchflint.com domain, added all of the 

Google suite, and allowed forwarding (only) addresses for our staff and vestry 

members.  Google for Non-Profits is a free service.  In addition, some of our internal 

groups are using group-addresses such as staff@stpaulschurchflint.com which allows a 

person to send one message to one address and have it go to all the members of our 

church staff. 

 



From old and unused computers, a parish server was constructed and put on-line.  

While the server is not doing a great deal yet, it is providing back-up to a number of 

computers in the building including our Rector, Administrative Assistant and Director of 

Music. 

The server is physically located in the middle-office, which has been (unofficially) made 

into an IT office, but can be used on-line from anywhere on earth. 

A secondary domain name was purchased “stpaulsflint.org” which now can be used in 

place of any email address including group addresses. It does not, however, work with 

web address with a /. 

In the fall, after months waiting, Comcast (Xfinity) replaced our DSL lines with a 

200mBpsn down and 25mBps up (MegaBitPerSecond) line.  This increased our ability to 

maintain a good connection, the old DSL connection was less than 10mBps down and 

less than 1mBps up.  

A review of every computer in the building was completed and four new computers 

were purchased along with three new monitors. 

A contract with Mercury Sound of East Lansing was signed and an installation date is 

pending of a new live-streaming system including three new high-density cameras and 

a direct tie-in to the Internet and our sound system. 

This equipment will make it possible to live-stream services with high-density video and 

audio, this includes services such as weddings and funerals as well as record and save 

the services on-line. 

With any new equipment there will be a need for learning how to use the equipment 

and without board operators the equipment will be nearly useless.  We will need folks 

to learn how to run the equipment and be willing to serve on assigned Sundays.  The 

more one serves, the more an individual will become accustomed to the equipment and 

possibly enjoy it.  Anyone, including gamers and/or teenagers are welcome to come 

and learn once the equipment is installed. 

My thanks to TaMara who took the lead in exploring our needs for live-streaming, and 

to Walt and Edythe for their nearly every Sunday assistance with our current system, 

and for all those who have interest in all things technological. 

If you would be interested in assisting Fr. Geek or any of the members of the 

TechGodSquad, please let me know. 

Faithfully yours, 

Fr. Don (a.k.a. Fr. Geek) 

 


