
 

 

 
Happenings in 2021. 
We rang in the new year with the presence of the Covid virus impacting the way we did church. 
We held our Annual meeting by zoom. Al Cook, Debora Bommarito, Tom Shriver and Zack 
Bailey, were thanked for their service on the vestry. Walt Peake, Elizabeth Jordan, and Ferrell 
Katzenberger were elected for three year terms and Maggie Hart was elected to serve the 
remaining 2 years of Debora Bommarito’s term. Maggie Hart served as treasurer with Rebecca 
Bennett as Assistant Treasurer. 
 
Beginning in Lent no one was allowed in the church and Father Dan recorded a morning and 
evening prayer service from his house. St Paul’s under the direction of the Diocese went from 
one service at 9:00 am limited to 10 people (Priest, choir and organist attended in person) to 
25% capacity at Easter with social distancing and masks. Services were live streamed and 
posted on Facebook page. No coffee hour, passing peace or collection plate nor partaking of 
wine by congregation. Only the host was distributed.  
 
On July 4th we were able to remove the markings on the floor to remind parishioners to stay 6 
feet apart and only sit in every other pew. We still live streamed the Sunday service even 
though we were not limited in number of attendees and we were allowed to eat inside the 
building. 
 
In May, Father Dan accepted was called as Priest-in-Charge of All Saints Church in San 
Francisco. The wardens and vestry were now in charge of the parish. They meet with Canon 
Michael Spencer to discuss next steps to finding an interim rector. Vestry member TaMara 
Oertel scheduled supply clergy for June, July and August. 
 
In July, St Paul’s opened our doors to 8 counselors from Camp Chickagami to stay overnight so 
they could facilitate a Day Camp at Memorial Park in Flint. Hopefully, Camp Chickagami will be 
open for campers in 2022.  
 
Father Don Davidson called as interim rector as of September 2. Since he lives in Grand Blanc 
it was an easy transition. The warden’s, vestry and Father Don contracted with Rev Heather 
Barta for workshops on communication, conflict and systems theory. 
 
Bishop Hougland resigned as Bishop of Eastern and Western Dioceses of Michigan and Bishop 
Prince elected as Bishop Provisional at joint diocesan convention in Lansing, Michigan. 
Episcopal churches in the Diocese of Eastern and Western Michigan enter Phase 3 masks are 
still recommended. 
 
Several items that were introduced earlier in the year were finalized.  A year round Stewardship 
Ministry chaired by vestry member Walt Peake was put in place and has been meeting monthly. 
St Paul signed a contract with University of Michigan Flint Repository for purpose of storing in a 
safe environment old church records and historical items.  A contract was signed with Partners 
for Sacred Places to plan and facilitate asset mapping for congregation and community. A 150th 
Anniversary committee is in place and has established dates for events in 2022. 
  
Trying to serve our community when we have not been able to open the church has been 
difficult. As the restrictions were lifted, we did offer bagged lunches prepared by members of the 
congregation to the Tuesday lunch participants.  
 



 

 

Since the Family Promise families could not meet at the churches we donated household items 
and prepared meals for families served by the program. St Paul’s was once again able to  
support the Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets given out by Crossover Outreach and the 
Angel Tree that collects Christmas gifts for 20 children. 
 
I want to thank the vestry for all their work in 2021. Like any family we needed to learn to work 
together and adjust to the many different challenges we faced. Several of our vestry members 
were called to help with families outside of Michigan and it became necessary for us to learn 
how to have zoom meetings and work around children’s schedules.  
 
I am also very grateful for this congregation. We know you are watching the online services and 
supporting the church financially. Even though you may not feel comfortable attending in person 
we hope you can join in our video offerings. One of the gifts Father Don brings is the love of 
technology and we are working on improving all our communication systems.  
 
I also want to offer a special thanks to the Chancel, Bells and Gospel Choirs and the leadership 
of Holly Richardson, Rafael McDaniel, and organist Matthew Benkert. Music adds so much to 
our liturgy and it enriched our on-line services to have their presence when no one else was 
allowed in our sanctuary.  
 
With all the uncertainty we have faced this year, I am glad to see so many parishioners have 
found ways to stay connected with each other and welcome new comers. Hopefully we can 
enjoy the celebrations planned for the 150th year of St Paul’s and develop new programs and 
opportunities to connect with our neighbors.  
 
I have found it challenging and at the same time rewarding to have served as Senior Warden. 
Thank you for your support and this opportunity. Knowing that God loves us all and gave not 
only his Son but the Holy Spirit to guide us has helped me during 2021.  
N For His Sake Barbara Mannor 


