
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church  

Flint, Michigan 

Sunday, January 23, 2022 Service and Annual Meeting 

 

Prelude 

Opening Hymn        H 577  

Annual Meeting Call to Order 

Declaration of a Quorum 

Official Meeting Statement, if 

needed. 

Celebrant   Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.  

People   Glory to God for ever and ever. 

Gloria          L 243 

Collect of the Day 

Approval of the 2021 Minutes 

            Vestry Proposal 

‘The Vestry of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church hereby proposes that 

the by-laws be suspended and the congregation allow the Senior 

and Junior Wardens to continue to serve in their positions for 

one year if it is the will of the Vestry.’ 

First Reading  Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

All the people of Israel gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. 
They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which 
the LORD had given to Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before 
the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. 
This was on the first day of the seventh month. He read from it facing the square 
before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men 
and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people 
were attentive to the book of the law. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all 
the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all 
the people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people 
answered, "Amen, Amen," lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and 
worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. So they read from the book, 
from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people 
understood the reading. 



And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the 
Levites who taught the people said to all the people, "This day is holy to 
the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep." For all the people wept when they 
heard the words of the law. Then he said to them, "Go your way, eat the fat and 
drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is 
prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of 
the LORD is your strength." 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 

Just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body--Jews or Greeks, slaves or free--and we were all made to 
drink of one Spirit. 

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would 
say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," that would not make 
it any less a part of the body. And if the ear would say, "Because I am not an eye, 
I do not belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. If 
the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were 
hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged the 
members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, 
where would the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body. The 
eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you," nor again the head to the 
feet, "I have no need of you." On the contrary, the members of the body that seem 
to be weaker are indispensable, and those members of the body that we think less 
honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are 
treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable members do not need 
this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior 
member, that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may 
have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together 
with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has 
appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds 
of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various 
kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work 
miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 
But strive for the greater gifts. 

        Treasurer’s Report 

Sequence Hymn        H 616 vs 1 
 
 



The Holy Gospel  Luke 4:14-21 

Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about 
him spread through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their 
synagogues and was praised by everyone. 

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
place where it was written: 

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, 

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." 

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes 
of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, "Today 
this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." 

Address of the Priest-in-Charge     Fr. Don Davidson 
 
The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 

no end.  



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 

the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  

Amen.  

The Prayers of the People 

God of all mercy, Called to a life of faith, hope, and love, let us pray for all who need 

justice, mercy, and peace. 

For the holy catholic church throughout the world. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For Michael our Presiding Bishop and Prince our bishop, for presbyters, deacons, and all 

who minister in Christ, and for all the holy people of God. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy gathering and for all who enter with faith, reverence, and fear of God. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For Joseph our President, Gretchen our Governor and for the leaders of all nations and 

for our community. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For all those in danger and need: the sick and the suffering, prisoners, captives, and 

their families, the hungry, homeless, and oppressed. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the dying and the dead, and for those who care for them. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For ourselves, our families, friends, and companions, and all those we love. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For Paul and all the saints, let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God 

through Christ.  

To you, O Lord. 



Priest:  God of the prophets, hear our prayers for all peoples and put your words 

in our mouths as we proclaim you to the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins to God. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

We confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. 

We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world 

you have created. 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil 

done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we 

may abide in your love and serve only your will.  

Amen. 

Absolution 

Priest:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the 

grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 

Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

        Elections  (Vestry)Elections  (Vestry)Elections  (Vestry)Elections  (Vestry)    

                                Report of NominationsReport of NominationsReport of NominationsReport of Nominations    
                                        three to be three to be three to be three to be electedelectedelectedelected    

                                Elections (Delegates)Elections (Delegates)Elections (Delegates)Elections (Delegates)    

                                Report of NominationsReport of NominationsReport of NominationsReport of Nominations    
                                        Four may be electedFour may be electedFour may be electedFour may be elected    
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out/mail in ballots will be utilized for elections.  Ballots will be mailed only out/mail in ballots will be utilized for elections.  Ballots will be mailed only out/mail in ballots will be utilized for elections.  Ballots will be mailed only out/mail in ballots will be utilized for elections.  Ballots will be mailed only 
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electronically.  electronically.  electronically.  electronically.   

 

 

 



The Peace 

Priest:   The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

        Senior Warden 

        Junior Warden 

        Honors 

Offertory  “O God of Gentle Strength”   The Choir 

 

The Holy Eucharist 

Priest:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Priest:  Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Priest:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. People It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy 

God, source of life and fountain of mercy. 

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant 

love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your 

Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of life.  

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, 

we lift our voices with all creation as we sing (say): 

Sanctus        L 252 

The Priest continues 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us 

in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into 

our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. 

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see 

your goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one 

another, and rejected your love. 

Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. 



Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us 

from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your 

promise of salvation.  

Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. 

Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving 

himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of 

freedom and life. 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: 

“Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he 

gave it to them, and said: 

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for 

you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

Priest and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

The Priest continues 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation 

this bread and this wine.  

By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as 

Christ’s Body in the world. 

Bring us into the everlasting heritage of all your children, that with Blessed Paul and all 

your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be 

honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever.  

AMEN 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Fraction 

Priest:   We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.  

People:  We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one                       

bread. 

 

The Distribution 

Communion Hymn         L 119 

      Declaration of Adjournment 

The Post Communion Prayer: 

 
Priest and People say together: God of abundance, you have fed us with the 

bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united us with Christ and one 

another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on 

earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim 

your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of 

Christ our Savior. Amen. 

Blessing 

Closing Hymn         H 533 

Dismissal 

Postlude 

Announcements 

The Master Calendar of all events, services and meetings at St. Paul’s is now 

available on our website. www.stpaulschurchflint.com . 

 

Advent Trees   Groups are asked to remove decorations, and place trees in their 

boxes for storage until next Advent.   

 

The Vestry will meet (with new vestry members or candidates) ten-minutes following 

the dismissal in the upstairs conference room.   

COVID restrictions require that masks be worn at all times when inside the building, 

the only exception would be when a staff member is alone in an office.  There will be 

no coffee hour until restrictions are lifted. 



 


