
Argentine Black & White Tegu
Tupinambis marianae

Length: 4 to 4 1/2 feet.

Lifespan: 15-20 years

Status: Least Concern

Diurnal Omnivore

Argentina &  
Paraguay

Prey

OviparousCold Blooded

These large bodied lizards are not picky eaters and will eat 
anything that moves in front of them including plant and 
vegetable matter. 

Tegu lizards are sexually dimorphic meaning the males 
and females look different. The males grow larger than females 
and develop large "jowls" along the base of their lower jaws. 
These jowls are to attract females, the larger the cheeks the 
more fit the male is and more successful mate it is. 

Although they are voracious predators with sharp teeth, 
strong claws and jaw it is a jungle out there and can be preyed 
upon birds of prey, pumas and snakes of some species.



Red Tegu
Tupinambis rufescens

Length: 4 to 4 1/2 feet.

Lifespan: 15-20 years

Status: Least Concern

These large bodied lizards are not picky eaters and will eat 
anything that moves in front of them including plant and 
vegetable matter. 

Tegu lizards are sexually dimorphic meaning the males 
and females look different. The males grow larger than females 
and develop large "jowls" along the base of their lower jaws. 
These jowls are to attract females, the larger the cheeks the 
more fit the male is and more successful mate it is. 

Although they are voracious predators with sharp teeth, 
strong claws and jaw it is a jungle out there and can be preyed 
upon birds of prey, pumas and snakes of some species.

Diurnal Omnivore

Argentina &  
Paraguay

Prey

OviparousCold Blooded



Red Tegu
Tupinambis rufescens

Length: 4 to 4 1/2 feet.

Lifespan: 15-20 years

Status: Least Concern

These large bodied lizards are not picky eaters and will eat 
anything that moves in front of them including plant and 
vegetable matter. 

Tegu lizards are sexually dimorphic meaning the males 
and females look different. The males grow larger than females 
and develop large "jowls" along the base of their lower jaws. 
These jowls are to attract females, the larger the cheeks the 
more fit the male is and more successful mate it is. 

Although they are voracious predators with sharp teeth, 
strong claws and jaw it is a jungle out there and can be preyed 
upon birds of prey, pumas and snakes of some species.
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