
 
 

 
 
30 June 2020 
 
Rt. Hon. Justin Trudeau 
Prime Minister of Canada 
 
Dear Prime Minister Trudeau, 
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors and membership of the World Federalist Movement 
– Canada, I am writing to congratulate you for your initiative voicing strong opposition  
to the Israeli government decision to allow a bill to come before the Knesset which could 
unilaterally incorporate the Jordan valley and a large part of Eastern Jerusalem into the 
state of Israel, consistent with the recently promulgated U.S. Peace Plan. 
 
In response to these developments, we encourage Canada to be mindful of the words 
of UN Special Rapporteur Michael Lynk who said recently the United Nations and its 
members could no longer offer just criticism without consequences. “The looming 
annexation is a political litmus test for the international community. This annexation will 
not be reversed through rebukes, nor will the 53-year old occupation die of old 
age…The  international community should review its extensive menu of sanctions and 
countermeasures to stem this march towards further illegality…there has to be a cost to 
the defiance of international law.” 
 
We also note that a number of Canadian public opinion polls indicate that a majority of 
Canadians want the government to express opposition to Israeli annexation of 
Palestinian lands. 
 
Secondly, we request that Canadian officials give consideration to adopting a position in 
favour of recognizing Jerusalem as a “corpus separatum,” a jurisdiction that would be 
administered by the United Nations. While such a measure, if adopted, would not settle 
the Palestinian – Israeli issues entirely, it would help bring peace to Jerusalem and may 
well serve as a stepping stone to a wider comprehensive agreement between the 
parties. It would also signal Canada’s support for a stronger role for the UN in mediating 
and facilitating an end to this conflict. And it would bring Canada’s position into closer 
alignment with that of the European Union at a time when cohesion among 
governments that seek to uphold the international rule of law is of paramount 
importance. 



 
I have attached a brief legal history of the concept of Jerusalem as a “corpus separtum” 
that has been developed by a small legal team affiliated with our WFM – Canada 
Victoria Branch. By copy of this letter to Foreign Minister Champagne, we are asking for 
an opportunity to present and discuss this letter and the backgrounder in greater detail 
with relevant officials at Global Affairs Canada.   
 
We are thankful for the government’s consideration of this submission. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Fergus Watt 
Executive Director 
 
CC  Françcois-Philippe Champagne, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
 William Pearce, WFM – Canada Victoria Branch 
 
 
 
 
 
 


