
Dear Friends,

As we approach a decade of service to Alexandria’s kids and families, we are excited to share 
with you a snapshot of our critical programs that build strong families and keep children 
safe in our community. Our dedicated staff, alongside our vital public and private partners, 
continues to provide high-quality services and programs to child abuse victims and their 
families, as well as to those who want to prevent victimization and trauma from happening 
in the first place. The impact of our collaborative, child-focused approach is clear: vulnerable 
families and children are getting the help they need to be strong, safe and healthy. We take great 
pride in being the one safe place in Alexandria for them to go for help and support, and 
we look forward to seeing even more children walk out our doors on the path to hope and 
healing in the year to come.

Best regards,

Giselle L. Pelaez, LCSW
Executive Director 

As the 2016 Champion for Children, the law firm of Sutherland, Asbill and Brennan LLP 
encourages a level of service by its attorneys that has been crucial to our governance as  
well as our program delivery, particularly in the area of child abuse prevention through our  
Learn & PlayGroup program. Their Attorneys’ time, energy and financial commitments 
are both profound and unmatched. Detective Kevin Thomas, of the Alexandria Police 
Department’s Special Victims Unit, embodies the same level of commitment on the front 
line, as a long-standing member of the our Multi-Disciplinary Team that collaborates 
to ensure child abuse victims receive coordinated services throughout investigation, 
prosecution and treatment. For his passionate dedication to child victims’ health &  
well-being throughout this process, we named him the 2016 Outstanding Dedication  
to Alexandria’s Children awardee. A heartfelt thank you from Alexandria’s kids!

Congratulations to our 2016 Awardees!
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100 forensic interviews of child victims of sexual and 
severe physical abuse

400 children and parents came together to build 
strong families through play-based learning

More than 150 adults learned how to prevent child 
sexual abuse, equipping them to proactively protect 
about 4,000 of Alexandria’s kids
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