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Our 
Purpose
The Village Exchange Center began as a concept in early 2016 when 
the faith community of St. Matthew Lutheran Church considered ways 
to be responsive to and serve its neighborhood, Aurora, and the wider 
community. The city of Aurora is among an increasing number of cities 
across the U.S. grappling with realities of integration with multiple 
cultures and communities of immigrants and refugees. Following the 
generous donation of the building and grounds located at 1609 
Havana Street in May 2017, the Village Exchange Center was launched 
to leave a legacy for the Faith Community of St Matthew and to build a 
bridge with and between the surrounding communities.

Village Exchange Center is a non-profit organization formed to serve 
immigrants and refugees in the Aurora/Denver metro area. As a 
community center and multi-faith worship space it seeks to celebrate 
cultural and religious diversity by creating an inclusive environment 
where residents from all background interact, share and develop 
together. Through organic and collocated programs, informational 
services and cultural activities, the center will be a “one stop shop” 
supporting integration, engagement and empowerment of newly 
arrived residents.

Village Exchange Center has an overarching goal of creating bridges 
between people and communities, both locally and globally.
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Village Exchange Center is a 
collaborative community center 
co-locating programs critical to 
refugee, immigrant and local 
communities. We also offer space to 
the community to hold events, as well 
as for multi-faith worship. We are 
home to congregations comprised of 
refugees, immigrants and community 
members from around the world.
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in review
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Following our merger with the Aurora Welcome Center, 
we began running the Natural Helpers Program in 
partnership with the City of Aurora. This impactful  
program identifies and supports natural leaders from 
immigrant and refugee communities and provides 
them with training and additional resources to amplify 
their work in their communities. In September we held 
the training for the 4th cohort at our center on Havana 
Street and are currently training the 5th cohort, due to 
complete Saturday March 10, 2018. VEC is further 
expanding this programing through the creation of a 
Natural Helpers Newsletter, digitizing the Natural 
Helpers resource guide, establishing desk/work space 
in the VEC building, and developing a curriculum for a 
Natural Helpers Youth program.

01.

With generous support from the Colorado Health 
Foundation and the Buck Foundation, we launched our 
Youth Wellness Program in November 2017. This 
afterschool program for middle school youth includes 
tutoring and homework help, games, karate, dance, 
drumming, wellness workshops, outdoor field trips and 
more. We also provide nutritionist curated healthy 
snacks and messaging. Currently, over 25 kids attend 
the program from Bhutan, Burundi, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Libya, Mexico, Nepal, Rwanda, 
Somalia and Syria, as well as from the local hosting 
community. Recently, we were given permission to rent 
an APS van so we can safely transport more children 
home at 6:00pm (after dark), which will allow us to 
expand the program to more kids.
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a.  Pupusa Festival: we partnered with 
several organizations and hosted the El 
Salvadorian National Pupusa Day.

b.  Day of the Dead Festival: in partnership 
with the Mexican Consulate, the Mexican 
Cultural Center, the City of Aurora and 
other organizations we held an alter 
competition, dance performances and 
other cultural events. 

c.  Opening Day and R Bazaar: The Mayor 
of Aurora, Bishop Gonia and four other 
community leaders spoke at our opening 
ceremony. We also featured special 
performances by the Congolese Choir, a 
Bhutanese Nepali Dance troupe and Eco
Folklorico, an El Salvadorian folk 
performance troupe. 

d.  Two Bhutanese/Nepali Festivals: We 
held a celebration for Tihar/Festival of 
Lights, as well as a cultural festival for the 
Kirat ethnic group, featuring traditional 
dances, songs and food. 

Looking back over the year,
here are a few of the events
held in our center in 2017: 
In addition to St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, which 
continues to use the worship space on Sundays, we 
also host services for congregations from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Kachin State in 
Burma and Bhutan/Nepal.
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programming 
and partners 
for 2018
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Our family of Resident Partners has grown 
to include KETO Community Radio, Focus 
Points, the Bhutanese Community of 
Colorado, Colorado Asylum Project, DRIVE 
Project Colorado, the Ethiopian 
Community of Colorado, Restoration 
Project International, Rock Consumer 
Services and a mobile food pantry.

Through a new partnership with the Asian 
Pacific Development Center, we now offer 
English as a Second Language and 
Citizenship Classes. We are also hosting a 
Spanish Language Diabetes Prevention 
Program run in partnership with the YMCA.  

We recently signed an MOU with Emily 
Griffith Technical College, Emily Griffith 
Foundation and CEDS to launch an 
entrepreneurial training program in our 
center.

We have hosted a number of events with 
partners in 2018, including family health 
events with Tri-County Health and 
International Rescue Committee, an 
affordable housing and civic engagement 
event with Warm Cookies of the 
Revolution, and meetings of the 
Transforming Safety Local Planning Team 
for North Aurora. 
Among upcoming events, we are preparing 
to host a Children's Fair with APDC in April 
and a Community Bike Rodeo with 
Lutheran Family Services in May. 
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VEC native programming has also expanded 
in 2018. In addition to our growing Youth 
Wellness Program, we now offer: 

a.   Community Care:
Our team will hold 6 hours of free 
community drop in time, each week 
providing a safe space where all are 
welcome to come for support, 
companionship, an open ear, and spiritual 
guidance to help with community needs 
and concerns. 

b.   Adult Education:
We now offer a weekly computer class for 
Adults, an English conversation circle and 
additional practice time and support for 
individuals preparing to sit for their 
citizenship interviews.

c.   Scrap Booking & Storytelling:
Our once a month scrap booking and 
storytelling program will provide a 
comfortable and relaxed environment for 
people of all ages to celebrate and share 
their history and culture. 
d.   Immigration Consultations and Clinics: 

In partnership with Matthew Shaftel, a local 
immigration attorney, VEC is running 
immigration clinics to provide need to know 
information regarding the naturalization 
process, and help with questions regarding 
immigration, visas, etc. We are also in the 
process of training members of our team to 
be BIA certified in order to provide 
immigration consultations.

e. Community Wellness Program:
We recently received a grant from the 
Colorado Health Foundation that will allow 
us to launch a community wellness and 
exercise program. In order to ensure this 
program is community-driven and 
designed, we are holding a series of 
community consultations, including our 
recent Town Hall Meeting and a series of 
focus group discussions, planned for 
mid-March. The program will include 
community-designed wellness activities, 
including coffee circles, support groups, 
dance and exercise classes and other 
wellness activities. 



Since our beginning in 1964, we’ve focused on these three actions to point the 
way. Our design focus is one of innovation, pursued with a pervasive collaborative 
spirit in everything we do. 

At OZ, we value the diversity of every individual and seek to harness their unique 
skills in the pursuit of design excellence. We constantly cross-pollinate ideas, 
experience, and technology to create the best design solutions for our clients.

Our work reflects a passion for the spirit of our age. Engaged in an iterative process 
of interaction, investigation, critique and evolution, we create elegant, timeless 
solutions that mature gracefully. In partnership with our clients, we design 
award-winning projects that make a lasting contribution to our communities.

Our first 50 years has been a great start. We can’t wait to see what our next half 
century brings.
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A COLLABORATIVE DESIGN GROUP THAT FOCUSES ON
CREATING HEALTHY AND SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES

Radian Inc. is a collaborative design group focused on creating healthy and 
sustainable communities in under-served areas.

As a non-profit community design center, we provide urban design and architectural 
services to community-based initiatives.

Radian Inc. bridges the gap between neighborhood-based projects and the design 
community by acting as a resource serving all sectors including private organizations, 
government/ municipalities, community and nonprofit groups.
Our group focuses on inner-city development in transit-oriented and surrounding 
urban corridors to enhance the health, sustainability, and the quality of our 
communities.
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1. patio // cafe gathering
2. farmers’ market // bazaar

new additions 3. vertical garden
4. 2nd floor addition
    services
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Basement

ground floor

second floor
1.  Community Programs

2. Community Programs

3. Entry space

4. Worship// Community event space

5. Outdoor playground

6. Professional training

7. ECE// Youth programming

8. Community kitchen

9. Cooking classes // Community meals

exterior community space

10. Farmers Market
International food truck
Cafe // Patio
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Seeking strategic partnerships that are aligned with our greater 
purpose to co-locate at village exchange center and integrate 

with our vision. 

Inviting congregations of all faiths to use our interfaith space as a 
satellite location to serve the communities in the Aurora region 

and to participate in interfaith dialogue and celebration.

Sourcing funding for the following:
 i. Renovation of the Center to match our purpose and vision

ii. Operating capital to establish and implement our new 
programs

Design team to complete permit drawings




