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◊June Highlights◊ 

 

 
The Village Exchange now has a podcast station!  

Keep up to date with the newest segments at 

soundcloud.com/villagebulletin.  

 
Omar Montgomery, VEC’s board Chair, attends The 
Father’s Day BBQ event, partnered by RCS.  

 
Rock Consumer Services, rocks the Father’s Day BBQ, 

with a live band and food. 

 

 
Amanda, Aleja and Maythem at World Refugee Day. 

 

 
Zary and Aleja at World Refugee Day. 
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◊July Events◊ 

 
New Resident Partner 

 
Let’s welcome the Denver Children’s 

Advocacy Center to the Village Exchange 

Center.  This organization assists in 

preventing and caring for childhood trauma 

specializing in traumatic experience related 

to immigration.  Their team consists of 

Bilingual (English and Spanish) licensed 

therapists and mediators, to help your 

child(ren). 

Town Hall Meeting 

 

Attend our Town Hall meeting, July 17th. Come 
attend, have your voice heard, get to know 
elected officials from around the community. 
Enjoy free food, catered by a certified 
executive chef. 
When: July 17, 2019 
Where: Village Exchange Center 
Cost: FREE  
Hosted by: VEC  
Contact: 720-668-9968 
 
 
 

The Village Film Series 

 

The Village Film Series is now ready to host 

your movie night fundraiser! Call now to 

schedule your date before it fills up! Discounts 

to VEC partners and members! Call VEC now. 
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 Entrepreneurship Classes 

 
Emily Griffith is partnering with VEC to hold, 
Entrepreneurship classes.  Do you want to start up 
your business or do you need help with your current 
business? This is a free class to provide information 
about important topics in the business field.  Some 
topics covered will be educational trainings, grant 
research, how to elevate your business, and more; all 
to help your business become more successful.  
When: 6 week course, starts July 9, 2019 
Where: Village Exchange Center 
Cost: FREE  
Hosted by: Emily Griffith 
Contact: LaMark Taylor, (303) 895-5963 
 
 

D.E.W. Consulting & Care 
Management Presents 

 

Come attend the 3rd Annual Self-Wealth 
Spoken Word Night with D.E.W. It’s the Year of 
the Woman, with an open mic.                    
When: July 10 – 26 
Where: Village Exchange Center 
Cost: Fee Contact: 720-668-9968 
 

VEC’s Summer Youth Program 

 
It’s not too late to enroll with VEC’s Summer 
Youth Program. Grades 6, 7 and 8th, only! 
Apply at VEC today!  
When: July 10 – 26 
Where: Village Exchange Center 
Cost: $25.00 registration fee (scholarships are 
available) 
Contact: 720-668-9968 
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Drive It Forward 

 
Our Drive It Forward program has been extended to July 
17th!  Stop into VEC to apply now! 
When: July 17th 2019 
Where: Village Exchange Center 
Cost: Free to Apply 
Contact: 720-668-9968 

 

◊The Village Blog◊ 

 

 
Being Saved for the Life of the World 

“Beauty will save the world,” is an intriguing 

phrase out of a Dostoyevsky novel which 

has been notably repeated and explicated 

within the Christian Russian Orthodox 

tradition.  Beauty understood as a fold of 

ultimate reality is not new to human 

experience.  In the 4th century we hear, 

“Late have I loved you, O Beauty, ever old, 

ever new, late have I loved you.”  The 

human experience of beauty universally 

gives voice to the fact we are existentially 

and emotionally attracted, in ways not 

immediately evident at first, to the meaning 

of our life and its unfolding.  Whatever it is 

human nature is, beauty serves as an 

attractant toward our actualization.  

Because it is a human being who sees, 

beauty carries within itself the qualities of 

goodness and truth, so that, for example, 

part of what makes a sunset beautiful is its 

sheer gratuity.   

Beauty as the lure of our ground and future 

addresses the whole person, senses, 

awareness, intelligence, emotion, all of it 

engaging the part of us that says “yes,” our 

agreement and participation with the given.  

Beauty is a thread within our lives which 

gives primacy to experience over thought.  

Beauty links us to reality, to be responsive 

and alive to it.  At a time when so many 

seem allergic to propositions of truth and 

behavior, and with some seemingly to work 

to annihilate truth, “Beauty will save the 

world,” still holds promise.  The human 

experience of beauty, in myriad forms, 

arises from, and returns us to, our 

belongingness, to the world and one 
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another.  A simple instance, at one of our 

recent food pantry events which also 

featured a barbeque, I was given pause to 

see a young Muslim woman who had just 

come off the fast of Ramadan jump in to 

serve pork hotdogs.  She did so with gusto, 

in freedom and pleasure.  The image was 

beautiful, and I told her so the following 

week.  It spoke of a person simultaneously 

saying “yes” to her faith tradition and to the 

human family.  

Beauty satisfies desire within us, shaping 

desire, and giving pleasure.  Pleasure is not 

something which is just sort of fooling 

around, it attends creating things, struggling 

for justice, whatever one desires and does 

well.  When a person finds his or her 

greatest, deepest pleasure, it is their 

vocation they are discovering, in full, deep 

breaths.         

In our culture, the truth and depth of 

beauty is lost to entertainment and 

commerce.  An absolute requirement for 

beauty to work its power for our human 

transformation and maturing is an inner 

life.  Spiritual writer and psychologist, Henri 

Nouwen, once said to a friend in a 

conversation about Dag Hammarskjold’s 

Markings, “Most people don’t have a rich 

inner life.”  An inner life begins with beauty 

and it sets us off on a spiritual adventure.  

Life of the spirit is a life of knowing and 

loving, of hope and peace, and friends and 

intelligence.  It can be described as 

attention to the life within beauty, the life 

of life, the core of my own identity and of 

others, and because I am looking at a reality 

beyond what can be objectified and named, 

it is a simple unconditioned gaze, a ‘yes,’ a 

loving, trusting, receiving gaze, in other 

words, it is resting in the presence of God.  

An inner life, traditionally called 

‘contemplation,’ is the silence within which 

we hear discoveries of new modes of being, 

or, of an inner life.  It covers a spectrum of 

expression including dedicated periods of 

time, spiritual reading, and simple human 

engagements.  Older cultures, such as 

represented by Village Exchange partners 

who worship here weekly, the Nepali, 

Congolese, and Kachin congregations, are 

all familiar with inner lives.  Inner lives are 

evidenced for me by the faces of our Nepali 

congregation as they prepare for common 

worship individually and in small groups 

with rhythmic liminality-inducing prayer.  

Our Pentecostal Congolese Congregation 

prays in the tradition of tongues which is a 

non-conceptual praise which leads naturally 

to contemplation.  Here too, faces give 

evidence of an interiority. 

Religion without an inner life is mere 

ideology, in competition with other 

ideologies.  Spirited with an inner life, faith 

becomes communicable, beyond argument 

and intention, a presence comprehending 
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the whole person, body, mind, and heart, 

lit, as it were, by grace.  It is in this manner 

the way of beauty communicates life to 

others, gifting possibilities to be invigorated 

with the ability to love life, acquire an 

unshakable self-confidence, stand on one’s 

own feet, in the divine beauty that is the 

belongingness of the spirit.   

Rev. Marcel Narucki 

Director of Multi-Faith Services 

Village Exchange Center 

July 2019 

 

◊ Programs & Services ◊ 

 

ADULT EDUCATION  
 

English Conversation Circle (Beginner) 
What: A conversation circle focused on improving 
conversational and speaking skills. Call to register.  
When: Mondays, 10:00 – 12:00pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (303) 915-3105 
Email: di_ots@hotmail.com 
 
English Conversation Circle (Intermediate) 
What: A conversation circle focused on improving 
conversational and speaking skills. Call to register.  
When: Tuesdays, 12:00 – 2:00 pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (303) 915-3105 
Email: di_ots@hotmail.com 
 

English Class – High Beginning 
What: ESL class for high beginner level students. 
When: Monday – Thursday, 10:30 – 12:00 pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (720) 460-1393 
Email: liz@projectworthmore.org   
Host Org: Project Worthmore 

 

English Class – Intermediate 
What: ESL class for intermediate level students.  
When: Monday – Thursday, 10:30 – 12:00 pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (720) 460-1393 
Email: liz@projectworthmore.org    
Host Org: Project Worthmore 
 
English Class – ABC Beginner 
What: ESL class for low beginner level students.  
When: Mon, Wed, Fri, 12:30 – 2:00 pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (720) 460-1393 
Email: liz@projectworthmore.org   
Host Org: Project Worthmore 
 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT SERVICES 

 
 
Financial Literacy 
What: Education on finances for families.  
When: Tuesdays, 12:15  – 1:45 pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (720) 460-1393 
Email: liz@projectworthmore.org   
Host Org: Project Worthmore 
 

The Village Pantry 
What: The Village Food Pantry is now OPEN. Come by 
and pick up food for your family, twice a week. The 
food goes fast so make sure to get here at 2:00 pm.  
When: Every Tuesday and Thursday, at 2:00pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (720) 668-9968 

 
Scrap Booking & Storytelling 
What: Learn how to create colorful memories and life 
stories in beautiful scrapbook pages; and have a fun 
social time. All experience levels welcome.  
When: First and Third Monday of the month, 4:00 – 
9:00 pm 
Cost: FREE 
Email: betty@villageexchangecenter.org   
Phone: (720) 668-9968 

 

◊ Youth Programs ◊

 
Village Youth Club – After-school Program 
What: An afterschool wellness program for middle 

mailto:di_ots@hotmail.com
mailto:di_ots@hotmail.com
mailto:liz@projectworthmore.org
mailto:liz@projectworthmore.org
mailto:liz@projectworthmore.org
mailto:liz@projectworthmore.org
mailto:betty@villageexchangecenter.org
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school youth with tutoring and homework help, art, 
dance, sports, and more. Snacks included. 
When: Starts again in September  
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (720) 668-9968  
 

◊ Get Involved ◊ 

 
Host Your Event at VEC 
VEC has a variety of spaces and rooms available for 
rent for special events, classes and services. Please 
contact us through our website at or by phone at 
(720) 668-9968 to ask about rental space 

 
Volunteer with Us 
Volunteers are important and valued support. 
Volunteer positions include: youth tutoring, event 
staffing, and front office reception. Contact us 
through our website or call us at (720) 668-9968 for 
more info! 

 
Cultural Exchange Series Sponsorship 
The Village Exchange Center’s Cultural Exchange 
Series is looking for sponsors! Please contact 
amanda@villageexchangecenter.org  for more 
information on how you can get involved and support 
these events. 

 
Support Our Work 
You can make contributions through our website 
using our online donation form:  
www.villageexchangecenter.org/donate/ 
 
In-Kind Donations 
As a new and emerging organization, we also 
welcome in-kind donations 

 
Donate While Shopping 
We are participating in AmazonSmile! Follow this 
link https://smile.amazon.com/ch/81-5174986 and 
0.5% of your eligible purchases on Amazon will be 
donated quarterly to the Village Exchange Center 
through a direct deposit! Remember to bookmark 
this link and always start from the 
www.smile.amazo
n.com link every 
time you shop at 
Amazon! 

 

www.villageexchangecenter.org 

      @vecaurora       
@villageexchangecolorado 
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