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   ◊May Highlights◊ 

 
 

 
The Buck family flew in from around the world for a 

site visit. We were honored to host them and show 

off all our accomplishments due to their support. 
 

 
Please join us in welcoming Aleja Ospina to the VEC 
family! Aleja, is our new Operations Manager and 
Community Outreach Coordinator. 
 

 
The Global Bhutanese of Colorado put on a beautiful 
event in honor of Buddha’s birthday, Birkha Gurung! 

 
 
 
 

 
After 5 months of hard work our Barton Fellow’s 

from Denver University, Summer Downs and Walaa 

Bunaiyan, presented their social enterprise for VEC’s 
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event space. Through community surveys and 

outreach they determined that the value of VEC as an 

event space is that it is a “high quality and affordable 

event space that concurrently fulfills demands for 

social and community impact, accessible and central 

location and multicultural vendors and artists.” Stay 

tuned for more on our event space! 

 

◊June Events◊ 

 
The Drive It Forward Program 

Congratulations to Aleja and her family, first 

recipients of the Drive It Forward Program. 

 
 

The Village Exchange Center is partnering with Amina 

Auto Repair and Service to initiate the Drive It 
Forward Program. This program provides up to 4 
vehicles a year to chosen community members for 6 
months. Participants are required to hold State of 
Colorado's minimum requirements for vehicle 
insurance and a valid driver’s license.  Additionally, 
Amina Auto Repair and Service will provide 6 months 
of complimentary auto repair service.  
 
When: Next Application Deadline, June 24 
Where: Village Exchange Center 
Cost: FREE to apply  
Hosted by: Amina Auto Repair & Service 
Contact: 720-668-9968 

 
 
 

The Village Film Series 
  

 
 
This is a great opportunity to hold a Community 
Fundraising Event over the summer! Groups can 
utilize VEC’s large community room with our 24 foot 
movie screen, digital projector and sound system.  All 
are welcome to participate in this new community 
program.    
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VEC’s Summer Youth Program 

 
VEC’s Summer Youth Program is taking 
applications!  This program is for all students 
entering Grades 6, 7 and 8 in the Fall of 2019. Space 
is limited, Activities range from STEAM-based 
experiments, video game design camps, outdoor 
activities, field trips and more! 

 
When: July 10 – 26 
Where: Village Exchange Center 
Cost: $25.00 registration fee (scholarships are 
available) 
Contact: 720-668-9968 
 

Discovery Science Camp for Early 
Explorers 

  

 

CCS Learning Academy is hosting a Discovery Science 
Camp for Early Explorers.  This program is open to 
children aged 3-6 years old.  There are themed projects, 
small class sizes, and community field trips.   

When: June 17 – July 12 
Where: Village Exchange Center 
Cost: $380, scholarships are available 
Hosted by: CCS Learning Academy 
Contact: Roya at roya@ccschoolsla.org or 
 720-771-7400 

 

Father’s Day Barbecue

 

A Father’s Day Barbecue is being hosted by Rock Consumer 

mailto:roya@ccschoolsla.org
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Services at VEC! Come and enjoy outdoor activities, an open 

mic free-style, and The Old School Quartet. Plenty of barbecue, 

fun and music. 

◊Village Blog◊ 

 

 
 

On Your Own Feet, Belonging 

Many of our refugee and immigrant partners at 

the Village Exchange Center find themselves in a 

diaspora condition, lifted out of land and culture, 

seeking to keep critical values and mores in a 

new social context.  For these communities, 

values are often rediscovered and clarified in the 

sometimes-painful play of social tensions.  For 

the established hosting community, a genuine 

welcome of the foreigner means leaving some of 

what is familiar and is therefore also a 

movement into diaspora.  Today, globally, 

historical forces are thrusting our stabilities and 

securities into unknown arenas.      

Just hours before his untimely death, the 

Christian monk and writer, Thomas Merton, 

declared, “from now on folks, everyone stands on 

their own feet.”  More than a casual statement, 

Merton was addressing our post-modern 

condition of loosened trust and dependence on 

traditional institutions and centers of meaning, 

“the centre doesn’t hold.”  His insight was no 

doubt significantly gleaned from his personal 

experience of solitude as a monk which enabled 

him to read an emerging experience of solitude 

in our culture, of an individualism which 

necessarily follows the collapse of the security of 

institutions.   

Individualism left to itself is prone to curl in on 

itself, thereby smothering the possibilities of 

relationality and the openness of the Spirit.  But 

when an individual follows the thread of 

experience toward a unity of life and people, the 

person enters the paradox of our time, the 

individuated person creating and manifesting 

unity.  The individual is appropriating the 

universal truth of unity.  And when this is 

happening across a diversity of cultures, 

something new is emerging within history.  The 

autonomous person, for all the endured 

vulnerability, feels their agency and freedom, 

and their capacity for ownership of things 

chosen.  The experience of freedom, in the 

context of our movement toward unity, is also 

surrender, because we are discovering 

something already given, intrinsic, already 

belonging.   

Standing on our own feet, turned toward our 

meaning, we discern something most basic, 

universal, inescapable, having to do with our 

total, intrinsic belonging to the world and one 

another.  In the space cleared between our 

personal freedom turned toward the world we 

discover in a new way an old truth.  Faith 

traditions have long voiced this truth, but 

perhaps our time reveals its fullness and 

necessity.  

Belonging presupposes a given unity, and 

diversity is the intended splendor of life.  As 

Rabbi Sacks points out, “Look at the world God 

created.  He didn’t create one kind of tree.  He 

created 20,000 kinds of tree.  He didn’t create 

one language but 6,000 kinds of languages.  The 

miracle of monotheism is that unity up there 

creates diversity down here.”    

The Quran says that God made “peoples and 

tribes that you may come to know one another.”  
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Diversity offers human beings a deeper 

appreciation of the God-given world and 

ultimately of Godself.  Buddhism clearly 

highlights diversity with our identity.  Dogen 

gives the wonderful summary, “To study the way 

is to study the self.  To study the self is to forget 

the self.  To forget the self is to be enlightened by 

all things.  To be enlightened by all things is to 

remove the barriers between one’s self and 

others.”    

I recently have come to know Pastor Luke, from 

Camaroon, who is in the U.S. seeking asylum for 

his family.  The stories he tells of violence in his 

homeland are wrenching.  Our first days together 

focused on the horrific situation and urgent 

personal needs, but then we found moments to 

talk about less critical and more mundane 

aspects of life.  Luke shared with me how over 

twenty years ago he, from the east coast of 

Camaroon, married his wife, from the west coast.  

There were strict taboos against inter-tribal 

marriage.  It cost them both a decade of total 

rejection from their families.  However, because 

of their insight and confidence in what is true, in 

recent years there have followed a number of 

inter-tribal marriages, enough for the 

communities to have taken a turn against the 

divisive taboos.  Where people have the courage 

to enact our simple belonging to one another 

there is released and made available to others 

the possibilities of their own recognition.  

Because we already know.  That’s the power of 

it; the center holds.     

Rev. Marcel Narucki 

Multi-Faith Director 

Village Exchange Center 

June 2019 

 

To read more articles by Marcel, please visit 

our web site blog at 

villageexchangecenter.org 

 

 

◊ Programs & Services ◊ 

 

ADULT EDUCATION  
 

English Conversation Circle (Beginner) 
What: A conversation circle focused on improving 
conversational and speaking skills. Call to register.  
When: Mondays, 10:00 – 12:00pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (303) 915-3105 
Email: di_ots@hotmail.com 
 
English Conversation Circle (Intermediate) 
What: A conversation circle focused on improving 
conversational and speaking skills. Call to register.  
When: Tuesdays, 12:00 – 2:00 pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (303) 915-3105 
Email: di_ots@hotmail.com 
 

English Class – High Beginning 
What: ESL class for high beginner level students. 
When: Monday – Thursday, 10:30 – 12:00 pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (720) 460-1393 
Email: liz@projectworthmore.org   
Host Org: Project Worthmore 

 
English Class – Intermediate 
What: ESL class for intermediate level students.  
When: Monday – Thursday, 10:30 – 12:00 pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (720) 460-1393 
Email: liz@projectworthmore.org    
Host Org: Project Worthmore 
 
English Class – ABC Beginner 
What: ESL class for low beginner level students.  
When: Mon, Wed, Fri, 12:30 – 2:00 pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (720) 460-1393 
Email: liz@projectworthmore.org   
Host Org: Project Worthmore 
 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT SERVICES 

 
 
Financial Literacy 
What: Education on finances for families.  

mailto:di_ots@hotmail.com
mailto:di_ots@hotmail.com
mailto:liz@projectworthmore.org
mailto:liz@projectworthmore.org
mailto:liz@projectworthmore.org
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When: Tuesdays, 12:15  – 1:45 pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (720) 460-1393 
Email: liz@projectworthmore.org   
Host Org: Project Worthmore 
 

The Village Pantry 
What: The Village Food Pantry is now OPEN. Come by 
and pick up food for your family, twice a week. The 
food goes fast so make sure to get here at 2:00 pm.  
When: Every Tuesday and Thursday, at 2:00pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (720) 668-9968 
 
Scrap Booking & Storytelling 
What: Learn how to create colorful memories and life 
stories in beautiful scrapbook pages; and have a fun 
social time. All experience levels welcome.  
When: First and Third Monday of the month, 4:00 – 
9:00 pm 
Cost: FREE 
Email: betty@villageexchangecenter.org   
Phone: (720) 668-9968 

 

◊ Youth Programs ◊

 
Village Youth Club – After-school Program 
What: An afterschool wellness program for middle 
school youth with tutoring and homework help, art, 
dance, sports, and more. Snacks included. 
When: Starts again in September  
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (720) 668-9968  

 

◊ Get Involved ◊ 

 
Host Your Event at VEC 
VEC has a variety of spaces and rooms available for 
rent for special events, classes and services. Please 
contact us through our website at or by phone at 
(720) 668-9968 to ask about rental space 

 
Volunteer with Us 
Volunteers are important and valued support. 
Volunteer positions include: youth tutoring, event 
staffing, and front office reception. Contact us 
through our website or call us at (720) 668-9968 for 
more info! 
 
Cultural Exchange Series Sponsorship 
The Village Exchange Center’s Cultural Exchange 

Series is looking for sponsors! Please contact 
amanda@villageexchangecenter.org  for more 
information on how you can get involved and support 
these events. 

 
Support Our Work 
You can make contributions through our website 
using our online donation form:  
www.villageexchangecenter.org/donate/ 
 
In-Kind Donations 
As a new and emerging organization, we also 
welcome in-kind donations 

 
Donate While Shopping 
We are participating in AmazonSmile! Follow this 
link https://smile.amazon.com/ch/81-5174986 and 
0.5% of your eligible purchases on Amazon will be 
donated quarterly to the Village Exchange Center 
through a direct deposit! Remember to bookmark 
this link and always start from the 
www.smile.amazo
n.com link every 
time you shop at 
Amazon! 
 

www.villageexchangecenter.org 

      @vecaurora       
@villageexchangecolorado 
 

mailto:liz@projectworthmore.org
mailto:betty@villageexchangecenter.org
mailto:amanda@villageexchangecenter.org
http://www.villageexchangecenter.org/donate/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/81-5174986
http://www.smile.amazon.com/
http://www.smile.amazon.com/
http://www.villageexchangecenter.org/

