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ANNOUNCEMENT! 
We are excited to announce a formal partnership 

with the Aurora Public School District for our 

Natural Leaders Program with the City of Aurora, 

Office of International and Immigrant Affairs! 

Stay tuned for the role out across the City of 

Aurora. 
 

◊May Events◊ 

 
 

First Time Home Buyers Workshop

 
The Colorado Immigrant Resources Center welcomes  
you to come and win gifts and  
more at The First Time Home Buyers Workshop.  
Stop in to find out more information on home buying 
from two guest speakers, Justin Phillips and Sam 
McMullen.  
 
When: May 4, 2:00pm-5:00pm 
Where: Village Exchange Center 
Cost: FREE  
Hosted by: CIRC 
 

 
Mother’s Day Celebration 

 

 
 
The South Sudanese Community Association of Colorado 
are our new Resident Partners at VEC. We want to invite 
you to come join and honor Mother’s Day and the ladies 
of the South Sudanese Community! This is a great 
opportunity to welcome and support this new 
community!  
 
When: May 11, 6:00pm-1:30am 
Where: The Village Exchange Center  
Cost:  Please make donations to the South Sudanese 
Community Association of Colorado. Suggested Amount: 
$50  
Hosted by: SSCAOC 
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Survivor Awareness and First  
Encounter (SAFE) Program 

 
 

 
 
The SAFE Program’s purpose is to carry out monthly 
clinics to lead impact and introduce preventative 
measures to keep the community safe.  
 
When: May 17th 2019, 4:00-6:00pm  
At the Village Exchange Center 
Cost: Free 
For More Information: 
Hosted By: Project Restoration Intl. 
 
 

◊April in Review◊

 
Let’s Congratulate The Village Pantry 

 
With the assistance from our VEC members, 

partners and volunteers the Village Pantry has 
expanded like a wildfire and continues to grow 
every week! This Pantry was created with the 
need to feed the surrounding community, on a  

weekly basis. With the leadership of our 
Director and Co-Founder, Rev. Marcel Narucki, 

we have partnered with the Food Bank of the 
Rockies for food and Amina Auto Repair for a 

box truck to make this program possible. 
 
 
 
 

 
First Day of the Village Pantry in March 

 
 
 
 

 
Last week at the Village Pantry 
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Unloading the Food Truck. Thanks Mohammad at            

Amina Auto Repair. 

Now the Pantry serves over 400 community members 

and their families each week.  We have picked up over 

2,000lbs of food, from the Food Bank Of The Rockies,    

and this number increases weekly. Our goal is to reach 

over 1,500 community members and their families      

each month,    and we believe we will meet and exceed 

this number! 

 

Pastor Marcel rallying our Volunteers before 
The Village Pantry starts 

The Easter Cantata  

 

 

The Singers up on stage at the Easter Cantata. 

The Easter Cantata was a great fundraising event, that 

had original, contemporary music and a buffet style food 

bar with selected refreshments.  People from all faiths 

were welcomed! 

 

The amazing buffet of food at the Cantata. 

The buffet style food was made by Lisa DuVall, a CEC 

through the Culinary Institute of America.  
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Everyone enjoying the event.  

The whole event served over 100 people and brought      

in over 1,000 dollars for The Village Pantry.  

Hip-hip Hooray! 

◊The Village Blog◊

 

Spirituality of Belonging  
 

As we follow the increasing frequency of    
violent events, of white supremacists, of hatred 
toward immigrants, and aggression toward      
the other, people of good will are searching to 
find avenues of healing and wholeness.  At the 
Village Exchange Center, in all our areas of 
service and empowerment, we are engaged   
with many folks who are working for justice 
within the presupposition of the ultimate value 
of all people.  I feel compelled to say a few   
words about the inside of these commitments, 
from   the perspective of faith, because once      
we find ourselves aligned in the fullness of our   
humanity with the purpose of God, all actions 
requiring discernment toward others and      
ways of being in general will follow more     
easily and securely.   
A spirituality of belonging usefully frames the 
progression of the journey of faith.  The reality  
of God, however expressed in the varied 
traditions and ways of faith, intends us toward 
an integrated union with the created world, the 

human family, and Godself.  One way to express 
the path to belonging is to see the unfolding of 
faith follows a pattern, a trajectory from 
loneliness to longing to prayer to love, a love 
which gathers us and unites us in every human 
connection.   
The greatest human suffering is isolation, 
aloneness, alienation.  Despair and violence are 
the inevitable outcomes when there is 
insufficient light breaking into experience of the 
isolated individual and the shared reinforcing 
isolation of certain groups.  When there is 
sufficient light—a light which always in some 
way issues from some kind of relationship 
leading to more relationship—loneliness gives 
rise to longing, at first perhaps a mute longing, 
but one which because it drives our search and is 
already grounded in latent possibilities, begins to 
discover purpose, areas of meaning which are 
always an expression of belonging is some form.  
It bears on us daily when we encounter and 
engage those who are caught up in despair and 
violence to counter with whatever possibilities  
of light the situation presents.        
Longing gathers the human experience to 
anticipate and move toward its destiny.  It is    
the already groping, bubbling-up presence of   
the end point of our journey.  When longing 
begins to discover its voice, it is discovering 
prayer.  Prayer is our response to an 
understanding    that we belong to something 
bigger, who is the source and creator of all that 
is.  We learn all our relationships with creation 
and other human beings, although necessary  
and comprising our humanity, do not plumb    
the depth of our yearning.  All genuine 
relationships, the beauty of creation, life with  
our pet-mates, the mutuality of friendship, 
although in a sense complete in themselves,   
spur and increase our longing.  We are made    
for God, and through our union with God, seeing 
and loving through God, we are joined with 
everything and everybody.  Deeper dimensions 
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of prayer involve listening and surrender and  
are therefore about transformation.  And 
because it is a love that comprehends and 
precedes us, it is disarming to the core; it is a 
true transformation.  Prayer simultaneously 
increases and satisfies our longing because it 
voices the exchange of love happening at the 
heart of the world.   
I hope those who are involved with the care of 
people and who come from some faith 
perspective will find some resonance here with 
the trajectory of faith and belonging.  Belonging 
ultimately has to do with the unity of all held in 
God.   
Given our awareness today, we think and act 
locally and globally.  We can feel overwhelmed 
by our concerns.  While there is no turning back 
in our commitments to our fellow human beings, 
we can take comfort and draw strength from   
the fact that each of us is engaged in a work 
much larger than we are capable and the   
success of our work does not reside in our 
power.  There is peace, and joy in the awareness 
of our participation in life, and its source, the  
Life of life.  If we are inherently connected to the 
whole human body, in a myriad of physical, 
emotional, and psychic relations, but most 
significantly connected at the source, God, we 
can take solace that we are channels of grace, 
and that where we touch one person, we touch 
the whole body, the whole world.  
 
 
Rev. Marcel Narucki 
Director of Multi-Faith Services, Village Exchange     
Center 
April, 2019  
 

The Village Blog 

“Belonging ultimately has to do with the unity 
of all held in God.” 

-Rev. Marcel Narucki 
Director of Multi-Faith Services 

Village Exchange Center 
May, 2019  

◊ Programs & Services ◊ 

 

ADULT EDUCATION  
 

English Conversation Circle (Beginner) 
What: A conversation circle focused on improving 
conversational and speaking skills. Call to register.  
When: Mondays, 10:00 – 12:00pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (303) 915-3105 
Email: di_ots@hotmail.com 
 
English Conversation Circle (Intermediate) 
What: A conversation circle focused on improving 
conversational and speaking skills. Call to register.  
When: Tuesdays, 12:00 – 2:00 pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (303) 915-3105 
Email: di_ots@hotmail.com 
 

English Class – High Beginning 
What: ESL class for high beginner level students. 
When: Monday – Thursday, 10:30 – 12:00 pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (720) 460-1393 
Email: liz@projectworthmore.org   
Host Org: Project Worthmore 

 
English Class – Intermediate 
What: ESL class for intermediate level students.  
When: Monday – Thursday, 10:30 – 12:00 pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (720) 460-1393 
Email: liz@projectworthmore.org    
Host Org: Project Worthmore 
 
English Class – ABC Beginner 
What: ESL class for low beginner level students.  
When: Mon, Wed, Fri, 12:30 – 2:00 pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (720) 460-1393 
Email: liz@projectworthmore.org   
Host Org: Project Worthmore 
 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT SERVICES 

 
 
Financial Literacy 
What: Education on finances for families.  
When: Tuesdays, 12:15  – 1:45 pm 

mailto:di_ots@hotmail.com
mailto:di_ots@hotmail.com
mailto:liz@projectworthmore.org
mailto:liz@projectworthmore.org
mailto:liz@projectworthmore.org
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Cost: FREE 
Phone: (720) 460-1393 
Email: liz@projectworthmore.org   
Host Org: Project Worthmore 
 

Village Pantry 
The Village Food Pantry is now OPEN. Come by and 
pick up food for you and your family, twice a week. 
The food goes fast so make sure to get here at 2pm, 
until all the food is gone.  
When: Every Tuesday and Thursday, at 2:00pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (720) 668-9968 

 
Scrap Booking & Storytelling 
What: Learn how to create colorful memories and life 
stories in beautiful scrapbook pages; and have a fun 
social time. All experience levels welcome.  
When: First and Third Monday of the month, 4:00 – 
9:00 pm 
Cost: FREE 
Email: betty@villageexchangecenter.org   
Phone: (720) 668-9968 

 
We Can Do It! Women Community Circle 
What: Weekly coffee group and wellness program for 
women with IRC. 
When: Thursdays, 10:30 – 12:30pm 
Cost: Free 
Email: Mireille.Bakhos@rescue.org or 
Jordan.Enger@rescue.org  
Host Org: IRC Denver 
 
Zumba 
Zumba Come join in on the fun, with this great 
workout class.  Dance to music with friends and 
family members.  Classes are every Saturday this 
month, from 8:00am until 9:00am.    
The cost is $2.50, per person. 
Classes: Saturday from 8:00- 9:00am 
Hosted by Restoration Project at the Village Exchange 
Center 

◊ Youth Programs ◊

 
Village Youth Club – After-school Program 
What: An afterschool wellness program for middle 
school youth with tutoring and homework help, art, 
dance, sports, and more. Snacks included. 
When: Monday – Thursday, 4:00 – 6:00 pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (720) 668-9968  

◊ Get Involved ◊ 

 
Host Your Event at VEC 
VEC has a variety of spaces and rooms available for 
rent for special events, classes and services. Please 
contact us through our website at or by phone at 
(720) 668-9968 to ask about rental space 

 
Volunteer with Us 
Volunteers are important and valued support. 
Volunteer positions include: youth tutoring, event 
staffing, and front office reception. Contact us 
through our website or call us at (720) 668-9968 for 
more info! 
 
Cultural Exchange Series Sponsorship 
The Village Exchange Center’s Cultural Exchange 
Series is looking for sponsors! Please contact 
amanda@villageexchangecenter.org  for more 
information on how you can get involved and support 
these events. 
 
Support Our Work 
You can make contributions through our website 
using our online donation form:  
www.villageexchangecenter.org/donate/ 

 
In-Kind Donations 
As a new and emerging organization, we also 
welcome in-kind donations 
 
Donate While Shopping 
We are participating in AmazonSmile! Follow this 
link https://smile.amazon.com/ch/81-5174986 and 
0.5% of your eligible purchases on Amazon will be 
donated quarterly to the Village Exchange Center 
through a direct deposit! Remember to bookmark 
this link and always start from the 
www.smile.amazo
n.com link every 
time you shop at 
Amazon! 
 

www.villageexchangecenter.org 

      @vecaurora                                               
@villageexchangecolorado 
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