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◊April Events◊

 
Easter Cantata Benefit 

 
One year after the Resurrection, witnesses of Jesus’ 
death reflect on the events that took place that day. 
Come and enjoy an original, extraordinary, 
contemporary musical event, this April 13th!  Light Food 
and Refreshments will be served. 
When: April 13, starting at 4:00pm 
Where: Village Exchange Center 
Cost: Suggested Donations $15.00.  
Sponsored by: Rejoice Church 
 
 

Celebration of Food & Culture 
Let’s Cook and Share dishes!  
What: Food & Cultures from The Middle East  
When: April 11, 1:00-2:00pm 
Where: The Village Exchange Center  

Host Org: IRC 

 

Village Pantry 

Now here, every Tuesday and Thursday!  
All are Welcome to stop on by and pick up some Free 
Food! The Pantry starts at 2:00pm and will run until 
all the food is gone. Please come in at 2:00pm. 
 
 
 

I will be your Father…  
Come one come all to the Father’s Day Ball. 
Rock Consumer Services will be hosting a 
Father’s Day bar-b-que.  There will be various 
activities, including: an open mic free-style, 
games,  and old school quartet.  
 
Tickets are $5 per child and $8 per adult 
June 15th 
From: 10:00-5:00pm 
Host Organization: Rock Consultants 
At the Village Exchange Center 
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The International Kids Club is now The 

Village Youth Club! 

 
 

Village Youth Club 
A FREE, afterschool wellness program for middle 
school youth with tutoring and homework help, art, 
dance, sports, field trips, and more. Snacks included.  
When: Monday- Thursday, 4:00-6:00pm  
At the Village Exchange Center 
Cost: Free 
(720) 668-9968 
 

 
Village Youth Club, (Formally the International Kids 

Club) kids enjoy a game of chess.  
 

Village Youth Club’s Parent Meet-N-Greet   
Stop on by, to meet the Village Youth Club’s 
after school staff and enjoy some snacks and 
drinks!   

 
April 13th  
From: 10:00-12:00pm 
At the Village Exchange Center 

 
 
 

Social Media Seminar: Session 1 

 
Thursday April 18th  
DEW consulting and Care Management Inc. is 
presenting a social media seminar.  Learn the 
tricks, trades and history of social media.  
When: Thursday, April 18, 6:30-7:30pm  
At the Village Exchange Center 
Cost: Admission fee of $2.50  

 
 

◊Past Events◊
 

 

Let’s Welcome our newest Resident 
Partner Second Change Hope  

 
Second Chance Hope is a nonprofit organization 
focused on building connections that foster 
education, inspire, support, and empower new 
immigrants and refugees. Our philosophy is to 
provide as much individual focus as possible, 
transforming one person at a time.  
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Natural Helpers Class 
 

 
Let’s congratulate the Natural Helpers First Class of 

2019. 
 
 

 

◊The Village Blog◊

 

At the Village Exchange Center we sometimes 
engage with cultures and people who are baffling 
to home grown sensibilities, but often encounters 
are unpredictably and wondrously enriching.  
Notably, the Center recently hosted a Hindu Puja 
festival at which the young and old were 
deliberately celebrated with various recognitions, 
at the end of which the young and old, men and 
women, disabled and healthy, danced together, 
interchanging partners in a sheer joy of being all 
together.  I thought where does this happen in 
contemporary American culture?   
The emergence of communications has made us 
aware of, and has facilitated, global connections.  
Unprecedented in the consciousness of the world is 
a growing awareness around the world that we 
belong to one another, that we share a fellowship 
in destiny.  For some this is merely a calculation for 
survival and political peace, while for others it is 
additionally a spiritual truth, having to do with our 
ultimate identity and fulfillment.  In this context, 
when we reflect on what it means to be a human 
being, we understand to be a person is constituted 
by being in relationship.      
Belonging goes to the essence of what we are, to 
our shared genes and world.  Even consciousness is 
always a consciousness of some thing, and is 
therefore always relational.  Relationship and 

belonging addresses our humanity, existentially 
and spiritually.  A spirituality of belonging 
expresses well our path of being with and for 
others.     
When we find ourselves committed to the path, we 
find an expansion of life, both on the horizon and 
within ourselves.  We find discovery and newness 
and a certain buoyancy, carried in a depth of 
purpose, toward personal fulfillment.  We discover, 
unequivocally, other people are our other self.  In 
the Christian faith the imperative to love one’s 
neighbor as oneself is literal; it is not to love the 
other as much as one loves oneself, but to love the 
other as oneself.  A new world is opened here.  The 
joy of others and the sorrow of others is mine, as 
well as the lived-into discovery of love and 
compassion as the meaning of life.   
It’s a downstream experience to welcome the joy 
of others, but we can be afraid of the suffering of 
others.  We pull back from the overwhelm.  The 
heart yearns to give itself away, but also fears that 
in doing so, it may get hurt, or lost.  A few weeks 
ago in New Zealand, when the massacre of 50 
Muslims at worship, including children, struck the 
world, the face of a young local Muslim woman, a 
community leader here, manifested the 
incomprehensible horror.  She opted to view the 
video the killer made.  Her face was difficult to stay 
with, seared, panicked, lost in inconsolable grief.    
Paradoxically, our freedom from suffering is joined 
to being opened to the suffering of others as our 
own.  Buddhism talks about freedom from 
suffering, but the kind of suffering it considers is 
the inexorable pain of the isolating suffering of the 
separated self, over and against the other, turned 
in one oneself in an unresolvable loneliness.  
Buddhism’s other talking point is compassion, 
where being opened to the other we find ourselves 
buoyed in the embrace of a life larger than any 
mere self-referencing can allow.  It is worth saying 
here that the objectification of people which is also 
happening around the world as a reactive defense 
against the claims of belonging and the path we are 
proposing, is the opposite of compassion; it is itself 
suffering, and the propagation of suffering.  
A heart turned fundamentally toward the other will 
find itself curiously, sometimes almost 
simultaneously, knowing both joy and sorrow.  It 
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cannot be otherwise for a heart that is giving itself 
away.  
The Village Exchange Center is living metaphor for 
something happening in the world, here described 
as a spirituality of belonging.  A 2016 research 
analysis (Factiva) showed that the lines from the 
well-known Yeats’ poem, The Second Coming, 
“Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold,” were 
quoted more often in the first seven months of 
2016 than in any preceding 30 years.  In the 
context of increased global terrorist violence and 
social political turmoil and the pointing of the 
finger at the other, indeed, the center of our 
known world is not holding.  But in the midst of 
things falling apart, a new center of gravity 
emerges.  The Center holds.  It is no center at all, 
but the giving away and going out of oneself; it is in 
an availability and vulnerability to the other, being 
in relationship, in mutuality, exchange, and 
belonging, where life happens, surprises, and 
renews in the in-between.  
 
Rev. Marcel Narucki 
Director of Multi-Faith Services, Village Exchange 
Center 
April, 2019  
 

The Village Blog 
“A new world is opened here.  The joy of others 
and the sorrow of others is mine, as well as the 
lived-into discovery of love and compassion as the 

meaning of life. ” 
-Rev. Marcel Narucki 

Director of Multi-Faith Services 
Village Exchange Center 

April, 2019  

 
 

◊ Programs & Services ◊ 

 

ADULT EDUCATION  
 

English Conversation Circle (Beginner) 
What: A conversation circle focused on improving 
conversational and speaking skills. Call to register.  

When: Mondays, 10:00 – 12:00pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (303) 915-3105 
Email: di_ots@hotmail.com 
 
English Conversation Circle (Intermediate) 
What: A conversation circle focused on improving 
conversational and speaking skills. Call to register.  
When: Tuesdays, 12:00 – 2:00 pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (303) 915-3105 
Email: di_ots@hotmail.com 
 

English Class – High Beginning 
What: ESL class for high beginner level students. 
When: Monday – Thursday, 10:30 – 12:00 pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (720) 460-1393 
Email: liz@projectworthmore.org   
Host Org: Project Worthmore 

 
English Class – Intermediate 
What: ESL class for intermediate level students.  
When: Monday – Thursday, 10:30 – 12:00 pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (720) 460-1393 
Email: liz@projectworthmore.org    
Host Org: Project Worthmore 
 
English Class – ABC Beginner 
What: ESL class for low beginner level students.  
When: Mon, Wed, Fri, 12:30 – 2:00 pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (720) 460-1393 
Email: liz@projectworthmore.org   
Host Org: Project Worthmore 
 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT SERVICES 
 
Financial Literacy 
What: Education on finances for families.  
When: Tuesdays, 12:15  – 1:45 pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (720) 460-1393 
Email: liz@projectworthmore.org   
Host Org: Project Worthmore 
 

Village Pantry 
The Village Food Pantry is now OPEN. Come by and 
pick up food for you and your family, twice a week. 
The food goes fast so make sure to get here at 2pm, 
until all the food is gone.  

mailto:di_ots@hotmail.com
mailto:di_ots@hotmail.com
mailto:liz@projectworthmore.org
mailto:liz@projectworthmore.org
mailto:liz@projectworthmore.org
mailto:liz@projectworthmore.org
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When: Every Tuesday and Thursday, at 2:00pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (720) 668-9968 

 
Scrap Booking & Storytelling 
What: Learn how to create colorful memories and life 
stories in beautiful scrapbook pages; and have a fun 
social time. All experience levels welcome.  
When: First and Third Monday of the month, 4:00 – 
9:00 pm 
Cost: FREE 
Email: betty@villageexchangecenter.org   
Phone: (720) 668-9968 
 
We Can Do It! Women Community Circle 
What: Weekly coffee group and wellness program for 
women with IRC. 
When: Thursdays, 10:30 – 12:30pm 
Cost: Free 
Email: Mireille.Bakhos@rescue.org or 
Jordan.Enger@rescue.org  
Host Org: IRC Denver 
 
Zumba 
Zumba Come join in on the fun, with this great 
workout class.  Dance to music with friends and 
family members.  Classes are every Saturday this 
month, from 8:00am until 9:00am.    
The cost is $2.50, per person. 
Classes: Saturday from 8:00- 9:00am 
Hosted by Restoration Project at the Village Exchange 
Center 

 

◊ Youth Programs ◊

 
Village Youth Club – After-school Program 
What: An afterschool wellness program for middle 
school youth with tutoring and homework help, art, 
dance, sports, and more. Snacks included. 
When: Monday – Thursday, 4:00 – 6:00 pm 
Cost: FREE 
Phone: (720) 668-9968  
 

◊ Get Involved ◊ 

Host Your Event at VEC 
VEC has a variety of spaces and rooms available for 
rent for special events, classes and services. Please 
contact us through our website at or by phone at 
(720) 668-9968 to ask about rental space 

 
Volunteer with Us 

Volunteers are important and valued support. 
Volunteer positions include: youth tutoring, event 
staffing, and front office reception. Contact us 
through our website or call us at (720) 668-9968 for 
more info! 
 
Cultural Exchange Series Sponsorship 
The Village Exchange Center’s Cultural Exchange 
Series is looking for sponsors! Please contact 
amanda@villageexchangecenter.org  for more 
information on how you can get involved and support 
these events. 
 
Support Our Work 
You can make contributions through our website 
using our online donation form:  
www.villageexchangecenter.org/donate/ 
 
In-Kind Donations 
As a new and emerging organization, we also 
welcome in-kind donations 
 
Donate While Shopping 
We are participating in AmazonSmile! Follow this 
link https://smile.amazon.com/ch/81-5174986 and 
0.5% of your eligible purchases on Amazon will be 
donated quarterly to the Village Exchange Center 
through a direct deposit! Remember to bookmark 
this link and always start from the 
www.smile.amazo
n.com link every 
time you shop at 
Amazon! 
 

www.villageexchangecenter.org 

      @vecaurora       @vecaurora 
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