
Matthew Chapter 12:14-45 – The Pharisee Problem - Part 1 
The Kingdom Postponed? 

Book	of	Matthew	–	053	 Beth	Haven	Church	 2022	 1	

Introduction 

Matthew is an evangelical book written to Israel about the reality of Jesus being the Messiah and giving 
them the offer of the kingdom of God, the culmination of the promises and covenants of the Old Testament. 

Matthew is neither written to the church nor about the church. 

In Matthew 1-9, we have a record of Jesus’ history, words, and works demonstrating that He is the Messiah.   

Matthew 10 is the commission of the disciples, expressly the apostles, as the shepherds of Israel. They 
received both authority and ability from Jesus through the Holy Spirit to go to all the lost sheep of the House 
of Israel and proclaim the gospel of the kingdom with verification by their use of miracles and powers. 

Chapter 11 is the pinnacle of Jesus’ popularity. Many people and entire towns are prepared to receive the 
Messiah and the kingdom of God. But from this point on, His opposition is highlighted, culminating in the 
rejection of Jesus at the cross. 

Matthew 12 is predominantly about the escalating spiral of rejection in the confrontation with the Pharisees.    

Matthew 11-12 

These two chapters are in between discourses. Chapter 10 is about the cost and benefit of being a disciple. 
Chapter 13 covers the parables of Jesus. Chapters 11-12 continue with the affirmation of Jesus through John 
the Baptizer but conclude with both opposition and rejection by various people, especially the Pharisees (the 
failed shepherds of Israel). 

These two chapters have many snippets of questions and answers, Jesus condemning unbelief, and a 
perpetual proclamation of acceptance if the people would come to Him.  

1. John the Baptizer’s Question or Doubting John? 
2. Jesus Speaks about John the Baptizer 
3. Jesus Condemns the Cities who Rejected John and Jesus 
4. Come to Me; Genuine Offer of the Kingdom 
5. Jesus, Lord of the Sabbath 
6. Many Follow Jesus, Fulfilment of Isaiah 
7. Condemnation of the Pharisees’ Blasphemy 
8. No Sign Except for the Sign of Jonah 
9. Jesus Emphasizes the Spiritual Relationship Over the Physical Relationship 

Matthew 12:14-21 

After the Pharisees’ false condemnation of Jesus and His apostles, Matthew turns his attention to the many 
who followed Jesus. This is an obvious contrast to the opposition by the Pharisees and others, which is 
recorded in every other section of Matthew 12. 

Matthew 12:14 – the Pharisees held a council to decide how to completely ruin Jesus. This culminated with 
Jesus on the cross, but Jesus was not destroyed. Since it was not His time, He left the area to avoid the 
Pharisees (John 7:30, 8:20, 10:39).  
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Matthew 12:15-16 – This seems very straightforward. Many followed Him, Jesus healed them all, and He 
warned them not to tell who He was. Some observations: 

In spite of the Pharisees’ rebuke, many still follow Jesus.  

The warning implies that those who followed Him believed that He was the Messiah.  

He healed them all. If there was infirmity among those who followed Jesus, they got healed. 

The word “tell” is literally “they must not make Him manifest (brought to light, known).” The 
instruction was not to “don’t tell anyone.” This was to not blast it across the airwaves.  

Matthew 12:17-21 – Matthew is stating that this section is fulfilling what was written in Isaiah 42:1-4.  

This is a Messianic prophecy that is fulfilled in the circumstances found in Matthew 12.  

Before we talk about the fulfillment of this passage, let's talk about the prophecy in this passage.  

Three prophecies can be observed: 

My Spirit is put upon Him (1a) 

Bring forth justice to the nations (1b,3b-4) 

He will not make a ruckus (2-3a) 

Matthew 12 fulfills what prophecy from Isaiah 42? That He will not make a ruckus. The Spirit being 
poured out on Jesus was fulfilled at His baptism by John when the Father spoke, and the Spirit rested 
upon Jesus like a dove. 

When will Jesus bring justice? In eschatology. One can argue that Jesus demonstrates the Spirit of God 
in how He healed the people, but, at the very least, there are two separate times that Isaiah 42 is fulfilled. 

The focus of Matthew 12 is the fact that Jesus is functioning peacefully, in gentleness, in mercy, in love, 
and in grace. Jesus is not even breaking off a battered reed. 

The difficulty that many have is that they insist that all aspects of a prophecy must be fulfilled at one 
time. In fact, that is the opposite of the model normally seen in the Gospels and Acts.    

Matthew 12:22-32 

Matthew 12:22-32 – The Pharisees’ plan to destroy Jesus increases. The first step is to discredit the activity 
as not good but evil. 

Without much emphasis in the text, Jesus heals a demon-possessed man who is both blind and mute. 
The healing cast out the demon and the mute man spoke and saw. In reading the book of Matthew, this 
is not even the most remarkable healing. The crowd, it can be inferred, is a different crowd, and they 
begin to ponder if Jesus is the son of David. What Jesus was preventing in verse 16 eventually comes 
out in verse 23. 

The Pharisees in that location (remember there are over 6000 Pharisees in Israel) blaspheme Jesus and 
the Holy Spirit, claiming that His power comes from Beelzubul. Jesus then denounces them, giving them 
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an argument that His power is a sign of the kingdom and saying that their blasphemy will never be 
forgiven.  

First, I want to give an overview of this section, review a popular conclusion from among those whom I 
appreciate, and then tell my conclusion. Next week, we will look at the details from verse 22 and 
onward. Hopefully, as we cover each section, the point will become clearer.  

Many of my predecessors and contemporaries view the arc of Matthew being climaxed in Chapter 12. 
They say that Jesus, for ten chapters, has made the case for the kingdom offer and demonstrated that He 
is the Messiah through His activity and wisdom. In Chapters 11-12, the rejection by the leadership of 
Israel is complete, and Jesus states that they will not be forgiven, and the kingdom offer is withdrawn. In 
Chapters 13-25, Jesus teaches about the intermediate period and reveals that a new time is coming where 
He will “build my church,” and the apostles are to bring in this new administration with a different 
focus.  

Pentecost says, “We come now to a crucial turning point in the relationship between the Pharisees, the 
nation, and Christ.” And Toussaint adds, “In fact, the kingdom is never again preached as having drawn 
near.” Finally, Thomas concludes, “Just as the King was withdrawing, so the kingdom offer was 
withdrawing. The kingdom did not come. It came near but it did not come here. The kingdom is in 
postponement because its arrival is contingent on Israel’s reception of their King.” 

This is not the first time in Matthew where the Pharisees charged Jesus with having the power of Satan 
(Matthew 9:32-34 – Is this the same situation?). 

Matthew 15:29-31; Mark 7:31-37; Luke 7:18-23 (Matthew 11:1-6); Matthew 10:24-25 

Here is my observation – This is not the only time this situation occurred in the ministry of Jesus. 
Including the denouncing of the Pharisees. This is captured and placed in this location for a specific 
point of the continuing opposition of the Pharisees, but the Pharisees were denounced even by John. 

In Matthew 12, we have a very powerful statement by Jesus, but the “Woe to the Pharisees” in 
Matthew 23 is much more direct and specific, not to mention that Jesus calls them sons of the devil 
in John 8. 

My point is this…   

I respectfully disagree with many of the theologians that have concluded that Matthew 12 is the final 
straw between Jesus and Israel.  

My disagreement is somewhat semantical, but it is important to observe that the kingdom of heaven 
is taught and proclaimed in Matthew at least 21 more times. Is there a direct statement that the 
Pharisees will not be the ones who will receive the kingdom? Yes, Matthew 21:42-46, 23:37-39.  

Acts 1:1-6, 28:23-31 – the truth of the kingdom of God in regard to Israel is proclaimed in Acts as 
the book’s first and last subject. 

Paul refers to the kingdom 14 times in his letters. 
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It became clear to Peter and Paul that they would not see the kingdom (as non-glorified humans).  

2 Timothy 4:6; 2 Peter 1:14 

The offer of the kingdom is not off the table, but it is known that Israel will not call upon the name 
of the Lord until the end of the time of Jacob’s Trouble (Daniel’s 70th Week, The Great Tribulation). 

The impact of this clarification is that the rest of Matthew is not teaching about the next 
administration. In Matthew, there is no indication that there will be an administration where Jew and 
Gentile believers will be unified under the banner of Jesus Christ and Israel will be set aside. Also, 
there is no indication that the economy of Grace will be instituted as the Law is set aside. 

Matthew will continue teaching about the kingdom, and the true understanding of the Law will still 
be emphasized. But the fact that Israel is rejecting Jesus will also become more evident as Jesus 
begins His march toward the cross. 


