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INTRODUCTION 

Mark is a compilation of snapshots of Jesus’ life, recounted by Peter and written by John Mark. 

Mark recorded these accounts as Peter went out to the Diaspora. This is written primarily with the Greek-
speaking Jew in mind. They would have had little experience with what the Hebrew Jews had become. 

Mark 8 has two major themes: the first is miracles; the second is Peter. 

Remember, our study in Mark is focused on Christology. We are gathering data so that we can grow in 
grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

MARK 8 OVERVIEW 

There are seven sections 

1. Jesus feeds the 4,000 
2. Pharisees want a sign; no sign will be given 
3. Lessons from the miraculous feedings 
4. Unusual healing 
5. Peter’s confession 
6. Peter’s lack of understanding 
7. How to save your soul 

MARK 8:1-10 

After the feeding of the 5,000, there is another account of Jesus feeding 4,000 men. The situation is similar, 
but the circumstances change. The first observation is that the location has changed. With Mark, it is 
difficult to say if this is chronologically in line with Luke and the other Gospels. But it is obvious that it is 
after the feeding of the 5,000. But Luke does not record the feeding of the 4,000.  

Matthew has this in the same basic chronology of events, so we will go with that, seeing there is no reason 
to dismiss it. The basic chronology shows that Jesus fed the 5,000 near Capernaum. Then Jesus and the 
disciples spent some time in Galilee. Next, they went to Tyre and Sidon and made their back to the Sea of 
Galilee. The last place mentioned was the area of the Decapolis. If we combine Mark 7:31-32 with Matthew 
15:29-31, we see Jesus traveling a lot. The location of the feeding of the 4,000 is unknown, but it appears to 
be in the area of the Sea of Galilee. But where exactly? After He feeds the 4,000, they cross the sea to 
Dalmanutha (Magadan). This is believed to be on the west side of the Sea of Galilee. So, the feeding seemed 
to have happened in the Gentile region of the Decapolis.  

This situation seems to include a significant number of Gentiles. The point of Mark and Matthew is that 
Jesus’ miracles are not reserved for Jews only, although that was the primary focus of Jesus’ ministry, as 
discussed in Mark 7. 

The feeding of the 4,000 fits in the same mold as Mark 6: 

A large crowd travels a long distance to see Jesus. 

Jesus feels compassion for the people. 
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Jesus uses the available resources. 

Jesus says a blessing. 

The loaves and fish are multiplied. 

Everybody eats and is satisfied. 

They have leftovers. 

Jesus leaves by boat to go across the sea. 

MARK 8:11-13 

Jesus has more confrontations with the Pharisees. Jesus’ popularity has reached more Pharisees. According 
to Josephus, there were about 6,000 Pharisees at that time. These are probably not the same Pharisees as 
before in Mark 7.  

After hearing about the miracles of Jesus, this group of Pharisees challenge Jesus. They wanted to see some 
of what they had heard about. Jesus tells them plainly that no sign will be given to this generation.  

The word for generation is “γενεά genea.” This is not a time reference; this is a family reference. Before and 
after this statement, Jesus did and will do additional miracles (signs – John 20:30-31). Therefore, the signs 
that Jesus performed were not given specifically for the Pharisees, and it appears that in Mark, no other 
recorded signs were performed with Pharisees present. 

Jesus then left that area and headed toward Bethsaida by boat (Mark 8:14, 22). 

MARK 8:14-21 

While on the boat, there is a teaching moment. The disciples forgot to bring food, and while they were 
worried about it, Jesus told them to beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod. If it 
needs to be noted, leaven is the yeast in bread and a euphemism for sin.  

Jesus was teaching them that the Pharisees’ teaching, philosophy, and goals are not according to God. 

Instead, the disciples have a not-so-good moment. They take the instruction and think it is because they are 
being chastised for not bringing bread. 

Why did they interpret Jesus’ instruction in this way? 

1. Their mind was on bread. 
2. They were probably thinking that the warning was about buying bread. 

Jesus’ response almost demonstrates frustration—do you not yet understand? Did they not understand who 
Jesus is? It is very interesting that soon after this, Peter makes his confession. 

MARK 8:22-26 

Coming to Bethsaida, a very interesting occurrence happens with a blind man. It is a well-attested 
observation that Jesus heals with various methods; He almost never repeats a miracle in the same way.  
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This is a place where Jesus has done many miracles (Matthew 11:20-21). Jesus demonstrates His 
compassion, and even though the leadership has rejected Him, He is still influencing the people, and He is 
willing to heal those in need. 

First, Jesus takes the blind man out of the village. The text does not say why, but the fact that the cities have 
already been denounced may have some impact on this action. Jesus is willing to heal the man, but the city 
is not worthy of any other evidence (outside of the view of the leadership?). 

Strange methods… 

The fact that the man said people look like trees indicates that the man was probably not born blind. But 
why did the man not see clearly after Jesus’ first activity? Unknown. It may just be to establish a different 
method. 

Jesus then sent him home but told him not to enter the village. Why not?  

Perhaps Jesus did not want to promote the fact that He is the Messiah. This is a well-established 
protocol. 

Or perhaps it was because no sign will be given to the Pharisees. 


