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Introduction: 

The book is written to believers, and the introduction indicates to both Jews and Gentiles. 

The main exhortation is to fight earnestly for the faith. 

The church as a whole is to take this exhortation seriously and directly, but each believer is also 
commanded to take on this activity in the body to which they belong; everybody is responsible. 

This letter is an encouragement to believers: God’s justice will come upon the enemies of God who lead 
His children astray. 

This letter is not about discipline toward “apostate” believers. This is not a warning against falling away. 
This is about the judgment of unbelievers who are irreverent and have a mental attitude of destroying 
God’s plan and attempting to or succeeding in having believers reject grace for immorality and denial of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Outline: 

3. God’s judgment is exemplified to assure the readers of the future judgment of the irreverent (5-16)  

4. Contrasting the ones loved with false teachers (17-23) 

A. Remember what the apostles said concerning them (17-19) 

B. You act in a way that is out of love and faith (20-23) 

5. Closing (24-25) 

Jude 17-21 Review: 

There are two commands to focus on: 

1. Remember 

This is instructed in light of the problem of the false teachers that have infiltrated the 
addressees. The false teachers have obviously made an impact, and the encouragement of 
Jesus will specifically come with His judgment against them.   

Before that occurs, the believers are instructed to remember the prophecy of the apostles and 
prophets. The awareness of the prophecy of false teachers coming in their midst and leading 
some astray gives peace amid uncertainty. Knowing that this is foretold means that God is 
aware of it and, as we have seen, will have His vengeance. 

The instruction to remember this prophecy is vital in their situation. But in any circumstance, 
we also need to remember the promise of God, the provision of God, and the eternality of God.  
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2. Keep 

All the instructions in this letter are connected and dependent on each other for the primary 
instruction of “contend earnestly for the faith” to be completed. 

They are to keep themselves in the love of God. Keeping yourself in the love of God is to 
perpetually learn about and mentally dwell upon the truth of God, the love of God (Romans 
5:5-8, 8:39; Ephesians 2:4, 6:23; 1 John 2:5, 3:1, 4:9-12). Keeping yourself in the love of God 
involves knowledge, changing your mind, and activity toward other believers. In this life, we 
experience the love of God from others.  

Three participles surround this instruction to add important information to the imperative. 

“Building up in the holiest faith” is to become fully established in the doctrines of God. 
Believers are being implored to learn the Word of God from the Apostles and Prophets so 
that they can keep themselves in the love of God. We learned about this building up in 
Ephesians 4, with the goal being the unity of the faith. 

“Praying in the Holy Spirit” is to pray in response to the Word of God and pray in accordance 
with the truth. The Holy Spirit inspired the text, so when we respond to the Word in our 
prayers, the Holy Spirit is the instigator of our prayers, and we are praying by means of the 
Holy Spirit. 

“Waiting anxiously for the mercy of the Lord Jesus Christ” is an eschatological reference. We 
look forward to eternity, and we are to wait anxiously for glory to be revealed to us. We are 
to live properly, sensibly, keeping ourselves in the love of God through a mature faith in the 
doctrines of God, responding in prayer to God, and having a perpetual, eternal perspective, 
understanding that the glory we are to receive greatly outweighs the momentary light 
afflictions of this world. 

To contend earnestly for the faith, we need to perpetually read, understand, and respond to the Word of 
God while always living our life in accordance with God’s will and having an eternal perspective. 

We can do this effectively because we have both the content secured (the Bible) and the confidence of 
understanding it (clear methodology) so that we can defend the faith with confidence. 

Jude 22-23: 

Two more imperatives are stated here in the text. Both have the same context. In response to these false 
teachers and defending the faith effectively and with a sense of urgency, we need to understand that the 
false teachers, although functioning for the enemy, are not the enemy. 

Compassion, grace, and mercy need to be our activity toward them as we fight against the assault on the 
truth. The false teachers are not the enemy (Ephesians 6:12; 1 Thessalonians 4:8). 
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The first instruction is to “have mercy upon those who are doubting.”  

“On some…on others” is derived from the “men…de” construction, but the entire group is captured in both 
statements.  

Mercy is “ἐλεέω eleeō” to have or demonstrate pity upon someone less fortunate, on those in need. 

Having compassion is an activity that indicates benevolence upon those who are in a difficult position. 
This can be understood as extreme leniency or patience. But it is always applied to someone who is 
either in a difficult circumstance or, as is stated here, doubting. 

The word doubting has an inherently negative connotation. But even in English, doubting is a word that 
indicates an undecided or unconvinced position. This word is “διακρίνω diakrinō.” This word means 
deciding. If they are in process of deciding, then they are not currently convinced of the truth of God. 
In context, the object of the instruction is not directed toward believers who are slipping but upon the 
ones who have slipped in. The false teachers are the counterpart to the beloved in this letter. 

Scenario – A false teacher comes into the middle of a body of believers that have prepared 
themselves, are fully established in the faith, and can refute the false teacher with love and 
compassion. What is the false teacher going to do? They will either move on or they will investigate 
the truth. If they stay and investigate, they are in the process of deliberation. That person will have 
a lot of baggage to unpack and may have a lot of wrong thoughts or doctrines. Believers should 
continue to be patient with that person and work with them. 

Save them, snatching them out of the fire. There is no indication that this means anything other than what 
it sounds like. The ultimate goal of keeping yourself in the love of God is to be a partner with the Gospel 
and be instrumental in the salvation of the false teachers. The language of “you save” is troublesome for 
some students. We know that we do not do the actual saving, but our evangelic activity is instrumental in 
some coming to terms with the truth of the salvation of God through Jesus Christ. Paul also spoke like this 
(1 Corinthians 9:19-23). 

What is hated is not the person but the flesh, not the person but that which is polluted. The beauty is that 
the garment can be washed clean, or the person can be given new garments. This metaphorical type of 
language is very much a Hebraic concept of being forgiven and made righteous by the provision of God 
(Zechariah 3:1-5). We understand that the person is not the inventor of the opposition, they are merely 
pawns of the evil one, and we must love the person and show compassion. Perhaps they will change their 
mind, believe in Jesus Christ, and get new, spotless garments.  
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Jude 24-25: 

The final benediction is in line with the great benedictions of Scripture. A benediction is normally a 
prayerful send-off or a break in the letter that refocuses the reader to the glory of God (Doxologies are 
often used as benedictions). A doxology is a recognition of God, His character, His ability, and His 
benevolence toward the believer. It is directed toward God but is usually a benefit to the believer. There 
are at least 19 “benedictions” in the Greek New Testament. All the Pauline letters have some doxology 
and/or benediction; Ephesians has two (Ephesians 3:20-21, 6:23-24). Jude is a beautiful closing, but my 
favorite is in Hebrews (Hebrews 13:20-21). 

Jude begins with what God will do. The word “able” does not mean potential, but recognizing who is able 
and, by implication, believers are unable to do this for themselves.  

In this doxology, there are 8 identifiers: 

1. Able – “δύναμαι dunamai” God is able 

2. Wise – “σοφός sophos” This is not about intelligence or activity but an attribute of God who has all 
information and can tell mankind not only what is true but how to function in that truth.   

3. Savior – “σωτήρ sōtēr” We know that Jesus is the Savior but here, to demonstrate that the Father 
and the Son are equal in essence and in function. God is also attributed to saving us, and Jesus is 
attributed as being God.  

4. Glory – “δόξα doxa” He is glorious and is honored above all 

5. Majesty – “μεγαλωσύνη megalōsunē” The ultimate of greatness 

6. Dominion – “κράτος kratos” the inherent strength of God  

7. Authority – “ἐξουσία exousia” God has all power over all creation. This is not exercised without 
constraint. Otherwise, no one would survive.  

8. Eternal – this is captured in the phrase “from before the eternity, the now, and unto all the 
eternity.” It is a fantastic overstatement. This is an attribute that is not understood but is well-
attested. This is why we have hope. God is eternal, and He gives us His life. 

Conclusion: 

This short letter is a fantastic encouragement during a time when there were many false doctrines and 
many popular false teachers. Even if there is not a direct false teacher in the body, there are many false 
teachers in the world and many who have been influenced by false teachers. God will deal with them. Do 
not fall for false teaching (Biblical authority and consistent hermeneutic). Establish yourself in The Faith, 
keep yourself in the love of God, contend earnestly for The Faith, have mercy upon those who are working 
through the doctrines of God, and love those who even appear to be our enemy. 


