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Introduction 

Matthew is an evangelical book written to Israel about the reality of Jesus being the Messiah and the offer of 
the kingdom of God as the culmination of the promises and covenants of the Old Testament. 

Matthew is not to the church nor is it about the church. 

In Matthew 1-9, we have a record of Jesus’ history, words, and works demonstrating that He is the Messiah.   

Matthew 10 is the commission of the disciples, expressly the apostles, as the shepherds of Israel, receiving 
both authority and ability from Jesus through the Holy Spirit to go to all the lost sheep of the house of Israel 
and proclaim the gospel of the kingdom with the verification of miracles and powers. 

Remember that being a disciple of Jesus is not the same as being just a learner of Jesus. Disciples had 
training, authority, ability, and a full commission to proclaim the gospel of the kingdom of heaven even 
in the face of opposition.  

This is not the commission of every believer in the time of Jesus, the Apostolic Age, or in the Church 
Administration. A believer during the Church Administration is commanded to be a perpetual learner 
and remain separate from the system of the world. 

Chapter 11 is the pinnacle of Jesus’ popularity. Many people and entire towns were prepared to receive the 
Messiah and the kingdom of God. From this point on, the opposition is highlighted, culminating in the 
rejection of Jesus at the cross.   

Matthew 11-12 

These two chapters are in between discourses. Chapter 10 is the cost and benefit of being a disciple. Chapter 
13 is the parables of Jesus. Chapters 11-12 continue with the affirmation of Jesus through John the Baptizer 
but conclude with both opposition and rejection of various people, especially the Pharisees (the failed 
shepherds of Israel). 

These two chapters have many snippets of questions and answers, Jesus condemning unbelief, and a 
perpetual proclamation of acceptance if the people would come to Jesus.  

1. John the Baptizer’s Question or Doubting John? 
2. Jesus Speaks about John the Baptizer 
3. Jesus Condemns the Cities who Rejected John and Jesus 
4. Come to Me; Genuine Offer of the Kingdom 
5. More Sabbath Questions and Answers 
6. Many Follow Jesus, Fulfilment of Isaiah 
7. Condemnation of the Pharisees’ Blasphemy 
8. No Sign Except for the Sign of Jonah 
9. Jesus Emphasizes the Spiritual Relationship Over the Physical Relationship 
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Matthew 11:20-24 

The condemnation of these cities is unique to these cities. Even in history, there were communities that we 
would consider worse with respect to morality. But Jesus specifically condemned these cities because of the 
great opportunity they missed with their obstinance, disbelief, and refusal to heed the Word of God. 

We see this clearly in the context, but it does beg the question as to why Jesus condemns these cities and not 
others in the area. But one of the greatest woes is left to another (Matthew 23:37-39).  

In history, the cities that are mentioned in Matthew 11 are inconsequential. This is the only time Chorazin is 
mentioned in the Bible (parallel in Luke 10). This village was about four miles north of Capernaum, and its 
proximity would have been enough for the inhabitants to have heard of Jesus. But it says that most of the 
signs that Jesus gave were in this vicinity, and the people of Chorazin witnessed Jesus’ miracles firsthand 
according to this text. Today Chorazin is a ruin. 

Bethsaida was a fishing village on the north shore of the Sea of Galilee and the hometown of Philip, 
Andrew, and Peter. It appears that the feeding of the 5,000 was at or near Bethsaida. Jesus heals a blind 
man in the village as well. Obviously, all of Jesus’ miracles are not recorded, but these two are 
enormous in evaluating His Messianic nature. Today Bethsaida is nothing more than a few artifacts that 
indicate this village ever existed. 

Capernaum is definitely the largest and most prominent city of these three mentioned. This is where 
Jesus lived after moving from Nazareth, and it appears that all of Jesus’ family was in this city. 
Capernaum is probably the most important city in Galilee and was the hub for the economy as well as 
the religious system of the Jews (Matthew 17:24). It was also the home of many prominent Roman and 
Jewish authorities. 

Many of the apostles were called in or near Capernaum, and many of the recorded miracles and 
teachings happened in Capernaum or in the vicinity. 

• Raising of Jairus’ daughter from the dead 
• Casting out of demons 
• Healing of Peter’s mother-in-law 
• Healing of a paralytic 
• Healing the centurion’s servant 
• Healing of the woman with a bleeding issue 
• There are no less than fifteen separate events that are mentioned in or around Capernaum. 

Today, Capernaum is in ruins and is a tourist location. The area is not prominent and is sparsely 
populated. 

The woes denouncement of those cities and villages demonstrates that the condemnation of Jesus is true. 
Notice that this passage also tells us something very important theologically.  
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Omniscience (all-knowing) is not just about the known facts and events, but God also knows all 
possibilities. God knows everything, things actual and possible, effortlessly, and equally well. This 
knowledge, limited in Jesus’ humanity, is fully present in His deity. 

Matthew 11:25-30 – Come to Me 

We come now to Matthew 11:25-30. Here we find some interesting dialogue as well as some important 
doctrine. The overall theme is that, in light of the increasing rejection by Israel, Jesus was now calling those 
who had repented to separate from the leadership of Israel and to follow Him. In other words, He is inviting 
the remnant to separate themselves from the larger body of Israel. 

This section begins by saying, “At that time.” Matthew uses the expression to refer to a change of subject. 
He now wants to invite those who had believed in Jesus to follow Him. The invitation is introduced by 
words from Jesus to the Father.  

The translation “said” is not completely accurate. The literal Greek should be translated as “Jesus, 
having been answered, said….” Said what? Jesus addresses the Father; this is the back half of a 
conversation that Jesus was having with the Father. The Father answered, and Jesus said. 

The conversation was public and meant for people to hear Jesus' communication to the Father. At that 
time, Jesus, being answered by His Father, publicly said, “I praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth.” Despite the nation of Israel’s opposition to Him and His kingdom, through the Son, the Father is 
still Lord of heaven and earth. While He may be opposed, His ultimate rule cannot be resisted. 

We see in verses 25 and 26 public declarations of the Father’s sovereignty over revelation. “You have 
hidden these things from the wise and have revealed them to infants.” The expression these things must 
refer to the things that the Father and Son had been speaking about secretly. These things seem to be further 
truths about the kingdom. These further truths were being hidden from some and revealed to others. They 
were being hidden from the wise and the intelligent. 

The gospel of Jesus Christ is not veiled by God; but the kingdom is, to those who think they know but do 
not (Matthew 13:10-13), the scholars. Most of the people in the villages and cities were not considered 
scholars. Pharisees considered themselves to be wise and learned because they were students of the 
Scriptures. The Pharisees and those who followed them did not receive further truths about the kingdom 
because their wisdom and intelligence got in the way.  

In verse 27, Jesus now connects Himself to the Father in such a way as to equate Himself with the Father.  
No one knows the Son except the Father, nor does anyone know the Father except the Son (John 1:14-18, 
14:6-9). The Father and the Son are distinct but equal in essence. This is the nature of the Tri-unity.  

Do not equate revealing with an announcement of truth. The revealing is of further truths if the first 
truth is accepted. Now that all Scripture is written, all that God wants to reveal is available to anyone 
who desires to know what God has revealed. 

The invitation for those who believe in Him to come and receive all the revelation that He was willing to 
give is in verses 28-30. This call is not to unbelievers but to believers who have become wearied by the 
difficulties in the current state of rejection by Israel.  
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Jesus extends an invitation, not to Israel as a nation, but to individual Jews to come to Him. Despite Israel’s 
growing rejection and opposition to Him, He would give these individuals rest. 

This rest is based upon the character and grace of Jesus. The person’s responsibility was to come to Jesus  

YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS. The reason that entering Jesus’ school and learning from 
Him would bring REST FOR THEIR SOULS is that the truth is not difficult; God promised Israel that He 
would take care of everything, but they simply refused (Isaiah 40:28-31; Jeremiah 6:13-17). 

Timeless Truth 

Is this an appropriate call for the unbeliever in the Church Administration and the economy of grace? What 
does it mean to “come to Jesus”? We do not want to be overly critical when dealing with semantics, but 
most who use this phrase usually have Matthew 11:28-30 in mind.  

Is believing in Jesus easy; does the truth give rest? Yes indeed. But the similarity does not make this passage 
applicable for the call of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

Are the Law and the oppression of religious leaders hard and burdensome? Yes, but again, be careful about 
what we use as a general principle. Nowhere in any gospel of eternal life message will we find this call. We 
must understand it in conjunction with Israel and what Jesus was offering to His disciples. 

The call to the unbeliever currently is to hear and believe the message of Jesus Christ, who died for sins and 
gives His righteousness as a free gift. Come to Jesus, unload your burdens, free yourself, these all preach 
well, but it is not the language we should use.   


