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Introduction 

Matthew is an evangelical book written to Israel about the reality of Jesus being the Messiah and the offer of 
the kingdom of God as the culmination of the promises and covenants of the Old Testament. 

Matthew was not written to the church or about the church. 

In Matthew 1-9, we have a record of Jesus’ history, words, and works demonstrating that He is the Messiah.   

Matthew 10 is the commission of the disciples, expressly the apostles, as the shepherds of Israel, receiving 
both authority and ability from Jesus through the Holy Spirit to go to all the lost sheep of the house of Israel 
and proclaim the gospel of the kingdom with the verification of miracles and powers. 

Remember that being a disciple of Jesus is not the same as being just a learner of Jesus. A disciple had 
training, authority, ability, and a full commission to proclaim the gospel of the kingdom of heaven, even 
in the face of opposition.  

This is not the commission of every believer, neither in the time of Jesus nor the Apostolic Age nor in 
the church administration. A believer during the church administration is commanded to be a perpetual 
learner and remain separate from the system of the world. 

Chapter 11 is the pinnacle of Jesus’ popularity. Many people and entire towns are prepared to receive the 
Messiah and the kingdom of God. From this point, the opposition is highlighted, culminating in the rejection 
of Jesus at the cross.   

Matthew 11-12 

These two chapters are in between discourses. Chapter 10 is about the cost and benefit of being a disciple. 
Chapter 13 is the parables of Jesus. Chapters 11-12 continue with the affirmation of Jesus through John the 
Baptizer but conclude with both opposition and rejection by various people, especially the Pharisees (the 
failed shepherds of Israel). 

These two chapters have many snippets of questions and answers, Jesus condemning unbelief, and a 
perpetual proclamation of acceptance if the people would come to Jesus.  

1. John the Baptizer’s Question or Doubting John? 
2. Jesus Speaks about John the Baptizer 
3. Jesus Condemns the Cities who Rejected John and Jesus 
4. Come to Me; Genuine Offer of the Kingdom 
5. More Sabbath Questions and Answers 
6. Many Follow Jesus, Fulfilment of Isaiah 
7. Condemnation of the Pharisees’ Blasphemy 
8. No Sign Except for the Sign of Jonah 
9. Jesus Emphasizes the Spiritual Relationship Over the Physical Relationship 
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Matthew 11:7-19 

Matthew seems to give a timetable of events, so this does not seem to be a eulogy, as some would claim. It 
rings of a funeral statement, but there is no indication that John is dead. Perhaps Jesus said this about John 
while considering his imminent death. 

We have a statement about John regardless of the question that John has. The people hold John in high 
regard, but when John is accused of various crimes and they have both the political and religious leaders 
against John, what are the people to think? Therefore, Jesus speaks about John. 

What the people may not realize is that John’s ministry and Jesus’ ministry are unified in theme and content. 
To demonstrate this, Jesus begins by asking a question, “What did you go out into the wilderness to see?”  

Matthew has a little more information about John (Matthew 3:1-12). John did not initially, if at all, go into 
the cities but proclaimed the message of the kingdom in the wilderness. For the people to hear it, they had to 
go to him, out into the wilderness region.  

A wilderness was an untamed, uninhabited, and uncultivated area. This wilderness area was the Jordan 
Valley in a region John refers to as “Bethany beyond the Jordan” (John 1:28). We do not know exactly 
where Bethany beyond the Jordan was, but it was probably down near Judah, opposite Jericho.  

The people of Israel had traveled several miles into this wilderness area by taking the road to Jericho and 
then crossing the Jordan. They did this just to see John. 

If they were willing to take this journey to see John, what was the reason? We know that the Pharisees and 
Sadducees had power, but many were frustrated. There was also a Messianic claim and a call to return to the 
basic principles found in Scripture. The first question was if John was the Messiah (John 1:19-23). At the 
height of John’s ministry, those who heeded him desired to make corrections and prepare themselves for the 
Messianic Kingdom (Luke 3:10-18). With this history in mind and the question still looming about who 
John was, Jesus gives some clarity. 

What did you go out to see? The first rhetorical and discarded answer is “a reed shaken in the wind” Reeds 
blown in the wind referred to instability and being easily discarded. Was John one who was blown around 
and easily dismissed? No. John’s message was as stable as the Torah, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand!” And since John’s message was from God, it could not be easily dismissed.  

What did you go out to see? The second rhetorical and discarded answer was “A man dressed in soft 
clothing, royalty.” This was obviously not what they went out to see. John was dressed like Elijah and 
placed no value on the monetary pursuits of the Pharisees.  

What did you go out to see? The third and correct answer is a prophet. Jesus then corrects even this accurate 
statement. John was more than a prophet (Matthew 11:10). John was the one who came in the spirit of 
Elijah announcing the Messiah.   

Verses 11-15 is a statement about John and the nature of the kingdom that has perplexed many.  

There is no one in the human race who has been born of women who is greater than John the Baptist. What 
does that mean?  
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This could mean his rank. John is the highest of all men in that he has the highest rank. He will be given 
the most power by God. This is probably not the case.  

The second possible answer is that John was the best human (not the Christ). John properly responded to 
the Holy Spirit and did what God commanded. This is probably not the answer, but I count that as a 
possibility.  

The most probable is that John is the greatest in regard to privilege. John had the honor of being the 
forerunner to the Messiah. No one ever had that privilege, and no one ever will again. He was not rich 
nor was he in a position of great authority, but He did announce the Messiah. Of all the prophets in 
history, none is greater than John. 

The next statement fits best in regard to the idea of John being privileged. The least in the kingdom will be 
greater than John. Why is the least in the kingdom greater than John? 

The first thing we need to understand is that the eternal nature of people in the kingdom is not the 
question. Those who are in the kingdom in this context are those who survive the time of Jacob’s 
Trouble and enter the kingdom as humans. The privilege that John had as one born of a woman is not 
comparable to those who will be in the kingdom.  

The ones who make it will be of such a select few that even the least of those who make it are greater in 
privilege than John.  

The expression least in the kingdom refers to the one with the least rewards in the kingdom. If the one 
with the least rewards in the kingdom will have a greater privilege than John, then the kingdom must be 
a wonderful place.  

Verse 12 also has many difficulties. The kingdom suffers violence; this is the Greek word “βιάζω biazō” 
which means to use force and indicates an involuntary act (Luke 16:16).  

This indicates that the kingdom of heaven was forcefully opposed, especially by the Pharisees and other 
leadership. This has been occurring from the days of John through now (yes, even the present day).  

Back then, John was in prison. Jesus was under constant threat of death and would eventually be 
rejected and killed because the leadership in Israel refused to relinquish power and yield to the Messiah.  

In the present, Jesus is still rejected, and Israel does not allow Jesus to be preached. They are still 
rejecting the gospel and their Messiah (Romans 11:28).  

The second difficulty is violent men take it by force. The word for violent is the noun form of the verb 
that means “suffers violence,” which is better translated as “those who forcefully oppose it.”  

Take it by force is “ἁρπάζω harpazō” and means to snatch it away, seize it. Who is seizing what? The 
leadership was taking the kingdom away from that generation through the leadership’s opposition to it. 
The people of Israel are subject to the will of their leadership. 

Verses 13-15 emphasize that the prophets of the Hebrew Scripture, including John, all prophesized about 
the kingdom of heaven, and now that it is at hand, Israel is in opposition to it. 
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Why didn’t they accept Jesus as their King?  

1. They did not believe all the prophets and the Law. If they had believed the Scriptures, they would 
have believed Him (John 5:46; Luke 16:31).  

2. The scribes and Pharisees had created a religious system that gave them power, and they loved 
power more than even the prospect of the Messiah (John 11:47-48). 

3. Their natural state was to love themselves, and they would have rather remained in darkness than 
have gone to the light (John 1:4-5, 9-11). 

Ears to hear indicates a potential and an expectation of those who both know the prophets and should have 
had a positive response to the truth. Those who reject the truth are called deaf and blind. Therefore, they do 
not hear and now they cannot hear (Matthew 23:16-17; Psalm 115:6; Jeremiah 6:10; John 8:43). 

Matthew 11:16-19 then speaks of that generation as children who reject the call of other children. One group 
plays music but, because they are deaf, they did not respond to the music. They did not respond to the 
gospel of the kingdom of heaven so as to rejoice, and they did not respond to the warnings of judgment so as 
to mourn and weep. They have rejected the message. 

Jesus then demonstrates their rejection of the message through their own words as to why they reject John 
and Jesus.  

No matter who gave the message, they conjured up reasons to disavow the messenger rather than deal 
with the message. 

John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon!’ The nation’s response to John 
was inappropriate. John came like the prophets of old: in the wilderness, wearing garments of camel’s 
hair, a leather belt, eating locusts and honey, preaching a message of repentance to avoid judgment, and 
heralding the way of the King. John exemplified prudence and sobriety with a positive message, and yet 
they found fault. 

Jesus came eating and drinking and with the same message as John, and now they reject Jesus saying 
that He is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!  

Someone who eats and drinks may be a glutton and a drunk but not necessarily. Many people eat and 
drink in moderation. Jesus was one of them. They used His actions of going to parties and weddings 
and eating with known gluttons, drunkards, and sinners to make an accusation against Him. The 
point that Jesus is making is that it does not matter. They are rejecting the message by rejecting the 
messenger. 

Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds. John and Jesus are both personified as wisdom in how they 
acted and in the message of the kingdom of heaven. Israel did not evaluate the truth and they are 
rejecting the offer of both John and Jesus (Matthew 11:20-24). 

Timeless Truth – Be an evaluator of Scripture and do not just believe what you think is right. 


