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Introduction 

Historical Background 

Joel (Jehovah is God) is a very popular name, and at least ten people in the Hebrew text are named Joel. The 
prophet identifies himself as “Joel, the son of Pethuel.” There are no other references to Pethuel. Therefore, 
I do not think this Joel is mentioned in the narrative of the Hebrew Scripture.  

The setting is during an infestation of locusts. The date seems to be earlier than the Babylonian exile period 
but during the Assyrian captivity of Israel. The kingdoms of Tyre and Sidon and Philistia are mentioned 
(3:4), as well as the scattering of Israel (Joel 3:2, 16-17). This prophecy appears to be directed to Judah (Joel 
3:18-21), although no kings are mentioned. 

Content of the Book 

Chapter 1 – The current issue is the pestilence against Israel, and the call is to consecrate a fast, gather the 
elders, and cry out to God for salvation. Concerning the current plague, the day of the Lord is also seen as 
being near (1:15). Joel is seeing the judgment surrounding Israel and compares it to the impending judgment 
upon the nation (2:1). 

Chapter 2:1-11 maintains the warning language but is futuristic. The content of Joel 2:1-11 reminds us of 
the “Tribulational Period” from Matthew 24 and Revelation, where there will be a horrible army and 
anguish of war, but the invaders will be destroyed. 

Chapter 2:12-17 is the call to return (shuv) to the Lord; perhaps He will relent (nahem) from the judgment 
and leave a blessing instead. The blessing of YHWH is found in the next section. 

Chapter 2:18-29 promises restoration. The destruction in Joel is buffered with hope and a great spiritual 
activity among the people.  

Chapter 2:30-32 is one of the most famous passages in Joel and is quoted in a few important passages in the 
Greek New Testament. It is an announcement of the establishment of the kingdom.  

Chapter 3:1-17 parallels the warring armies of Joel 2:1-11 but is more specific to the nations that have come 
against Israel and Judah and against the Lord.  

Chapter 3:18-21 parallels Joel 2:18-29, where God will bring restoration, peace, and abundance, and God 
will carry out His vengeance upon His enemies. 

Most Prominent Section 

For us, the most prominent section is Joel 2:28-32 – The day of the Lord is a recognizable phrase.   

Three major points: 

1. God’s will cannot be thwarted. What He says He will do, He will do. 
2. Judgment is inevitable, but in the midst of judgment, there is grace, and some will escape. 
3. Day of the Lord. 
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Day of the Lord: 
There are a few theories that come about with the day of the Lord: 

1. The Tribulation Period only 
2. The time from the rapture through the inauguration of the kingdom 
3. The time of the Lord’s will. The time that God will do everything that He has set out to do. This 

includes the entire time from the rapture through the Age of Ages. 

Joel 2:32 – Whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be delivered. 

Romans 10:9-13 – This passage has become a source of confusion for most. But if you understand the 
passage in Joel, and then understand that Romans is quoting Joel, the explanation becomes easier.  

To call is “ אָרָק  qārā'” and it means to cry out, to summon, to invite 

The name is “ םֵׁש  šēm.” This is literally a name as well as an appellation, as a mark or memorial of 
individuality; by implication honor, authority, character 

The Lord is YHWH and is the personal name of the Lord. 

Shall be delivered is the verb “ טַלָמ  mālat.” This is the word for escape, slip away, rescued, delivered.  

This is in the Niphal and is understood as either passive or reflexive (be rescued or escaped for one's 
own benefit).  

The LXX translates this into “sozo” in the Future Passive Indicative, and this is the word and parsing of 
the passage in Romans. 

Saved from what? There is no hell or damnation in this text (Joel 2), but there is the day of the Lord, and 
judgment is being described. Surviving the day of the Lord is not about having eternal life or being 
reconciled to God but about literally living through the great and terrible tribulation of the Earth, the 
wrath of the Lamb. 

Even among the survivors is “ דיִרָׂש  śārîd” and is a synonym of “ רָאְׁש  še'ār” – the remnant of Israel is the 
focus of this text.  

Messianism Observations: 
1. This prophecy concerns the coming kingdom.  
2. The day of the Lord is the emphasis of the book, which is referring to the wrath of God coming upon 

Israel and all the nations 
a. Of the 23 direct uses of “the day of the Lord,” Joel uses it five times. 
b. Isaiah 2:12, 13:6-9; Ezekiel 30:3; Amos 5:18; Zephaniah 1:8-18 
c. 2 Peter 3:3-13; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4 

3. The harshness of the judgment and the beauty of restoration are described and contrasted  
4. The final restoration of the nation (national promise) is promised and not conditional but is in 

response to Israel repenting and calling upon the name of the Lord. 


