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Introduction: 

The book is written to believers and the introduction indicates to both Jews and Gentiles. 

The main exhortation is to fight earnestly for the faith. 

The church as a whole is to take this exhortation seriously and directly, but each believer is commanded to 
take on this activity in the body to which they belong; everybody is responsible. 

This letter is an encouragement to believers: God’s justice will come upon the enemies of God who lead 
His children astray. 

This letter is not about discipline toward “apostate” believers. This is not a warning against falling away. 
This is about the judgment of unbelievers who are irreverent and have a mental attitude of destroying 
God’s plan and attempting to or succeeding in having believers reject grace for immorality and denial of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Outline: 

3. God’s judgment is exemplified to assure the readers of the future judgment of the irreverent (5-16)  

A. Examples from the history (5-7) 
i.  Destruction of Israel’s enemies (5) 
ii.  Destruction of angels who sinned (6) 
iii. Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (7) 

B. False Teachers who Revile (8-10) 

i.  Example from the angelic conflict (9) 

ii.  These false teachers are unreasoning animals (10) 

C. Woe to Them! They have followed after the error of notorious characters from History (11) 

i. Cain 

ii. Balaam 

iii.  Korah 

D. How the false teachers compare (12-13) 

False Teachers Who Revile: 

Review of verses 8-9:  

These false teachers are in the same mold as evil men and societies from history. They reject and speak 
evil of and dismiss everything that is right and good and seek to pull down everything that is established as 
an authority, especially that which is ordained by God. 
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This is less about what they are actually doing, although that is described, but rather this is about their 
mental attitude and audacious, arrogant view of themselves even when standing next to glories too 
great to understand.   

In verse 9, we saw that we cannot get bogged down in the controversy of the Pseudepigrapha. It is here in 
Jude, and we take the account as true even though we may not fully understand the particulars. The main 
point of verse 9 is to draw a distinction between Michael the archangel and the false teachers who revile. 
Michael, although the archangel, is not the Lord and humbly follows his instructions. Therefore, when 
Satan attempts to interfere, Michael does not stand up and fight; rather, he invokes the Lord. What Jude is 
concluding is that Michael knows his place in creation. This is contrasted with the arrogance of the false 
teachers. 

Jude 10: 

Verse 10 – These false teachers are detailed in three ways. They revile, they blaspheme, they speak evil. 
What do they speak evil of? Things they do not understand. Remember the things they do not understand 
are possible, and I will say probably, the glories of Christ after His death, burial, resurrection, and 
ascension – the glories of the Christ in the heavenly realm and that which is coming to earth which will be 
in glory. 

The false teachers are referred to as being instinctual. Normally, we treat instinct as a good thing. Some 
behaviors do not need to be taught; they are instinctual. Babies cry, they root, they suckle. These are all 
seen as good, not evil.  

“φυσικῶς phusikōs” is a very interesting word. The root word is that of growing up or coming up (i.e. 
plant). Cognates of this word include “tribe, plant, grow up, puff up (make proud), natural, and kind of 
animal (species).” 

This word, an adverb, is only used one time and is used as an obvious pejorative. The adjective is used 
in Romans 1:26-27 (natural) in a sense that is proper. But the word is also used in 2 Peter 2:12 in the 
same vein as Jude. The use of this word is helped by the 2 Peter reference and the rest of Jude 10. 

This is an activity without knowledge and is likened to animal-like behavior.  “They are like,” Jude does 
use the comparative conjunction “ὡς hōs” and is comparing these false teachers to animals who 
“ἄλογος alogos.” They are destitute of reason, not logical, contrary to proper thought, and absurd. 

Animals have a very superficial knowledge and understanding of the world, and they have no behavior 
that we can see that indicates they have any realization of the spiritual reality behind our created 
universe. 

When we take notice of this language, we must be sure that Jude is not using ad hominem. He is 
bringing out the reality of their nature. These false teachers satisfy their natural instinct. This is how 
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animals function. They do not think; they do not reason through information; they simply satisfy their 
fleshly lusts.  

This also correlates in that the false teachers do not understand, nor do they have an interest in 
understanding the truth of God. The false teacher who not only does not believe they are also working 
against God, His truth, and those who believe; they limit themselves to simple natural knowledge; they 
speak evil of the truth. They will die in judgment of their own obstinance and corruption. 

This passage provides knowledge of their true nature and information about their end. Woe to them! 

Jude 11-13: 

Woe to them, “οὐαί ouai” is a word that denotes pain or displeasure or describes a state of intense 
hardship or distress. The root is derived from the word that means to howl. This is a deep sorrowful noise 
that expresses the deepest regret. When God exclaims a woe, it is reserved for the worst of the worst 
(Matthew 11:21-24, 23:13-15; Revelation 8:13). 

In verse 11, we have the false teachers going a particular way, going for pay, and perishing in rebellion. 
Cain, Balaam, and Korah are examples of what these false teachers do, and their destruction is inevitable.  

The way of Cain is that of murder and hate in jealousy because of those who have both truth and life 
and love (1 John 3:11-12). 

The story of Balaam is that of enticing evil for temporary gain, specifically financial (2 Peter 2:13-16). 

The rebellion of Korah is found in Numbers 16. Korah, with 250 leaders of Israel, felt that Moses and 
Aaron were exalting themselves above all concerning the priesthood. Moses gave him instruction, and 
they would present themselves before the Lord (Numbers 16:8-11).  

They went through their processes, and the judgment was severe and unique, demonstrating that 
Moses was the mouthpiece of the Lord (Numbers 16:25-35). 

What happened? These men thought too much of themselves, disregarded God’s word, and spoke 
against those whom God had chosen to speak for Him. The similarity is apparent. These false 
teachers have heard the apostles, they have heard the word of the Lord, and they, with their own 
imaginations, think they know better, and they speak against (rebellion - ἀντιλογία antilogia) the 
Word of God and His apostles. 

Jude 12-13 has five word pictures. 

They are sunken rocks (hidden reefs) in your love feasts. The idea of "agape" being a love feast is an 
interpretation in conjunction with the next clause, “feast with you.” The hidden reefs are, both in 
English and Greek, an unseen peril that makes sea navigation deadly. 
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Clouds without water. They look like they have what is needed, but instead, they have no value and are 
simply driven by the winds 

Autumn trees without fruit, twice having died, having been uprooted. Again, a tree that looks good but 
when the harvest comes, there is no fruit. This indicates a dead tree even if it looks ok on the outside. 
They are twice having died. They are spiritually dead and will be physically destroyed in the second 
death.  

Wild waves of the sea. The sea is a Hebrew picture of those who are wild and untamed by the truth of 
God (Isaiah 57:20-21). 

Wandering stars. This is also a falling star, a meteorite. They seem to be light but fade out. They are not 
“kosmos,” orderly and in their proper place. They fall and are a product of catastrophe. 

They are destined for the gloom of darkness, kept to the age (i.e., for eternity). 

Conclusion 

Once again, these false teachers are described in their mentality and in their actions. They are contrasted 
with truth and later with the apostles.  

Knowing who they are and what their fate is should stir us up to be ones who contend earnestly for the 
faith and not allow any false teacher to lead our flock astray. This is everyone's responsibility. We have 
both the content secured (the Bible) and the confidence of understanding (clear methodology) so that we 
can defend the Faith with confidence. 

   

 


