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Introduction 

Matthew is an evangelical book written to Israel about the reality of Jesus being the Messiah and the offer of 
the kingdom of God as the culmination of the promises and covenants of the Old Testament. 

If we review the Gospels individually, we can get a baseline of their style. All of them have an arc of 
chronology, but only one is told in chronological order.   

Luke is the standard of a historical narrative.  

Mark is a collection of snapshots where Peter is recalling information in no particular order.  

John is an essay providing various proofs that Jesus is the Messiah of the world, the Son of God.  

Matthew, in both comparison and contrast to these other three, is told in groupings using the discourses 
of Jesus as the anchor of the book. 

Matthew is not to the church or about the church. 

In Matthew 1-9, we have a record of Jesus’ history, words, and works demonstrating that He is the Messiah.   

Matthew 10 is the commission of the disciples, expressly the apostles, as the shepherds of Israel, receiving 
both authority and ability from Jesus through the Holy Spirit to go to all the lost sheep of the house of Israel 
and proclaim the gospel of the kingdom with the verification of miracles and powers. 

Remember that being a disciple of Jesus is not the same as being just a learner of Jesus. The disciple had 
training, authority, ability, and a full commission to proclaim the gospel of the kingdom of heaven even 
in the face of opposition.  

This type of commission is not for every believer, and even during the life of Jesus, this was not 
expected of every believer. A person could decide to be a disciple of Jesus with both warnings of 
persecution and benefits for faithful service when Jesus comes into His glory. 

The believer during the Church Administration is commanded to be a perpetual learner and remain 
separate from the system of the world. But to proclaim the truth of God is a voluntary role and not 
expected of every believer. For the ones who choose to proclaim the gospel of eternal life and teach the 
flock of God, there is a reward for faithful service. 

This is the pinnacle of the popularity of Jesus. Many people and entire towns are prepared to receive the 
Messiah and the kingdom of God. From this point, opposition is highlighted, culminating in the rejection of 
Jesus at the cross.   

Matthew 11-12 

These two chapters are in between discourses. Chapter 10 is the cost and benefit of being a disciple. Chapter 
13 is the parables of Jesus. Chapters 11-12 continue with the affirmation of Jesus through John the Baptizer 
but conclude with both opposition and rejection of various people and especially the Pharisees (the failed 
shepherds of Israel). 
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These two chapters have many snippets of questions and answers, Jesus condemning unbelief, and a 
perpetual proclamation of acceptance if the people would come to Jesus.  

1. John the Baptizer’s Question or Doubting John? 
2. Jesus Speaks about John the Baptizer 
3. Jesus Condemns the Cities who Rejected John and Jesus 
4. Come to Me; Genuine Offer of the Kingdom 
5. More Sabbath Questions and Answers 
6. Many Follow Jesus, Fulfilment of Isaiah 
7. Condemnation of the Pharisees’ Blasphemy 
8. No More Signs Except for the Sign of Jonah 
9. Jesus Emphasizes the Spiritual Relationship Over the Physical Relationship 

Matthew 11:1-6 

Doubting John? 

Matthew 11:1 is a transition verse that is probably best at the end of chapter 10 rather than at the beginning 
of chapter 11. Jesus taught in their cities. Whose cities? The antecedent is the disciples. As the disciples 
went to the surrounding cities, Jesus took care of the families and friends of the disciples and continued in 
the Galilean region. 

In verse 2, we change the scene. Even though Matthew is not in direct chronological order, the context of 
Chapter 10 must be considered. John is in prison and hears about the works of Jesus and asks a question that 
does not make much sense, “Are you the Expected One, or do we wait for another?” (1 Peter 1:10-12) 

John’s imprisonment is known to the readers. The explanation of his imprisonment and eventual execution 
is not stated until Matthew 14.  

John hears of the works of the Christ. Why does this produce an inquiry from John? If he hears of the 
works, does that not demonstrate that Jesus is the Christ? 

Possibility #1 – Notice that this is not the works of Jesus but of the Christ. Who is doing the works of 
the Christ in this context? I believe that the fact that the disciples also had the works of the Christ 
attested to them caused confusion. Why are others doing what was supposed to only be attributed to 
you? 

Possibility #2 – Luke 7:11-23. Jesus just did a miracle that caused a great fear to be spread in all of 
Judea. This fear is not about belief, but that judgment is imminent. God visiting His people is understood 
as an announcement of destruction and judgment. John may have been thinking, “I thought you came to 
save, not destroy.” 

Possibility #3 – John’s question is not for his sake but to demonstrate to his disciples that Jesus is, in 
fact, the Messiah. 

Possibility #4 – John’s anticipation is not met by the seemingly slow activity of Jesus. John was a 
firebrand, calling out sin and confronting the leadership of Israel without any regard for personal safety. 
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Jesus, it had now become evident, was very different from what the Baptist had expected and announced 
(Matthew 3:11-15). Where is the ax? Where is the holy wrath? Perhaps to John, there is too much 
patience, tolerance, gentleness, and sympathy. 

Conclusion – Regardless of the reason behind the question, the answer is vital to the argument of 
Matthew. 

The question, “are you the Expected One” is a well-known Messianic title believed to come from Psalm 
118:26 (Mathew 21:9, 23:39). Are you the Messiah? 

Matthew 11:4-6 – Jesus does not answer the question directly but rather appeals to evidence that John would 
be able to rely upon and announce to his disciples that Jesus is indeed the Messiah. 

The evidence is Messianic miracles and good news being preached to those who needed it most. 
Nothing like this had ever happened in Israel. The miracles are proof enough. His message is enough.  

Jesus quotes Isaiah 35. This passage is about the kingdom, and some of the evidence of the kingdom is 
present in verses 4-5. This would declare that Jesus is the Messiah, and His kingdom is offered. This 
would reassure John. The implications of this answer are great. Not only does it confirm the Messianic 
character of the person of Jesus, but it also shows the nature of the kingdom.  

With this proclamation, Jesus says, “Tell John what you see and remind him of those prophetic texts.” 
Let him evaluate and come to the obvious conclusion. It was an invitation to John to revise his 
Messianic idea, in hopes he would discover that, after all, love was the chief Messianic charism. 

In verse 6, we have what seems to be a shot at John. 

Take offense is “σκανδαλίζω skandalizō” and means “to stumble over something so as to fall.” This is a 
point of not sinning when one evaluates Jesus. The main sin is that of disbelief, but that disbelief can 
also lead to a rejection of Jesus and even to an effort to persuade others not to believe.  

His point is to pronounce a blessing on those who, when they consider His works, don’t sin over Him so 
as not to believe. The one who doesn’t stumble over Him is the one who does believe. He is therefore 
blessed. 

The point is not to say to John to stop stumbling over me, but rather to pronounce a “μακάριος 
makarios” (John 20:29). This word is not present happiness or a present possession that makes one 
happy rather this is a divine decree. If God says you are “μακάριος makarios,” then the recipient of the 
blessing must look past the distraction and see reality.  

Conclusion: 

The point of this passage is not to highlight John’s question but rather him being given affirmation of the 
person of Jesus. This is not a condemnation of John rather it is an affirmation to all who read taking in the 
witness of Jesus being the Messiah (John 5:31-47). 

Timeless Truth - It is not wrong to ask questions; it is wrong to have a false conclusion. Ask questions but 
be prepared to seek the answers and deal with the truth. 


