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Introduction: 

Matthew 10 has been one of the hotbeds for disagreement. We can clearly understand how Jesus trained His 
disciples, especially His apostles. The question arises as to the impact this has on the church in the economy 
of grace. What impact, if any, does this chapter have upon the believer?  

Before we get to that question, let's conclude the chapter in verses 40-42. 

Matthew 10:40-42 

These verses are predicated upon Matthew 10:9-15. Jesus spoke of those who received them in their house 
and city versus those who did not receive them. They were not to pronounce blessings of peace on those 
who did not accept them and were to shake the dust off their feet as they left town. This response was given 
because a rejection of their message was a rejection of them, and a rejection of them was a rejection of the 
One who sent them. In verses 40-42, we have a reiteration. If someone received an apostle, then that one 
also received Jesus, who sent the apostle, and if one received Jesus, that one also received the Father who 
sent Jesus. To receive them would have been to receive their message. The message was that the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand, to believe, and to turn back to YHWH.  

Matthew 10:41 – The verse reiterates the point about the acceptance of the message. A prophet is one who 
speaks on behalf of another. If one received a prophet of God, they would receive a prophet’s reward 
because by accepting the prophet of God, they were receiving God. The second expression, “a righteous 
man,” is not a second category but a restatement of the previous. This emphasizes that anyone sent from 
God carries blessings to those who receive him because he is from God. 

What is the reward of a prophet or a righteous man? In the Hebrew Scriptures, to be called by God to be 
a prophet was the highest honor with the greatest cost. The reward for the prophet cannot be in their 
lifetime or in this existence. Every prophet was rejected, mistreated, imprisoned, and even killed (Acts 
7:51-53). 

Therefore, we understand that the prophets were not to be rewarded by man or paid by man for their 
mission; this reward would come directly from God. This reward is to be stockpiled in heaven and 
received in the kingdom of heaven on earth (Matthew 19:27-30). 

Matthew 10:42 – Who are the little ones? In Matthew 10:5-6, the little ones must be the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. Matthew 25:31-40 - Jesus uses the same point in His judgment of the nations. Who are 
Jesus’ brothers? His brothers are the Jewish people. During that time, all the nations will turn against Israel. 
Giving a cup of cold water to one of the lost sheep of the house of Israel in the time of the Great Tribulation 
is kindness to Israel, whose people are being hunted and killed.  

Even though separated by many chapters, we have seen how the statements in Matthew 10 are repeated 
or alluded to in the Mount Olivet Discourse. That discourse is about the activity of Israel at the peak of 
the Great Tribulation. Jesus is saying that those who risk their lives to help the Remnant, the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel, in that time will not lose their reward. 
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Conclusion  

Matthew 10:24-42 – In the commission of the apostles, Jesus teaches them that they have a message and an 
aim for their mission. This comes with inherent danger, but there are also promises and provisions for the 
apostles and the disciples that take on this mission in that time and the time of the Great Tribulation.  

This entire section is about their commission, provisions, and reward. 

In this passage, readers should understand that the apostles have the authority to speak for Jesus and the 
Father.  

Even today, the one who receives the apostolic testimony about Jesus as true and accurate is receiving 
Jesus, and the one who is receiving Jesus is receiving the Father who sent Jesus.  

In contrast, one cannot accept Jesus while rejecting the apostolic writings in the Greek Scriptures. The 
apostles, Jesus, and the Father are all linked to one another such that acceptance or rejection of one is 
acceptance or rejection of all.  

1 John 1:1-4 – To be in agreement with the apostolic writings is to be in fellowship with the apostles. To 
be in agreement with the apostles is to be in fellowship with Christ. To be in agreement with Christ is to 
be in fellowship with the Father. They are bound to one another on the basis of God’s plan of 
communication with the world. One cannot have fellowship with God apart from the apostolic writings!  

For the reader to draw from Matthew 10 any application for the believer in the church administration is a 
false conclusion, even if there are similarities to the encouragements or promises in the Epistles.  

But back to our opening. Is there anything we can glean for the believer in the church administration?  

Discipleship 

Are we disciples of Jesus Christ? The word disciple is the noun form, “μαθητής mathētēs,” of the verb 
“μανθάνω manthanō.” Of the 295 uses of the word group, 230 of them are in the Gospels. 31 of them are in 
Acts. That is a total of 261of the 295. Only 18 of the 295 uses are in the Epistles (Romans-Jude). Of those 
18 times, no person is called a disciple. In Acts, the word disciple is used throughout the book for 
individuals or groups who are of a particular makeup.  

The last few uses in Acts demonstrate that there were “disciples” in Paul’s ministry (Acts 20:1). This 
involves Paul in Ephesus before he left to go to Macedonia and Greece. When we follow this word 
backward, we can identify to whom Paul refers (Acts 19:30, 9, 1-7). 

Acts 6:1-7 – Is disciple used of a believer? 

Acts 11:19-26 – In this text, notice that there are ones who believed, who turned to the Lord. I believe 
that this is who are called disciples in this context. 

Acts 14:1, 19-28 – there seems to be a consistent distinction in Acts between a believer and disciple, one 
who is dedicated to both learning and the work of service. 
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Acts 16:1-2 – Timothy is called a disciple, his mother is called a believer, and the group of believers in 
Lystra and Iconium are called the brethren.  

In the Gospels, a disciple is clearly not synonymous with a believer. The direct disciples of Jesus Christ 
were expected to dedicate themselves to the mission of the gospel of the kingdom of heaven and learn from 
Jesus so that they would be the spiritual leaders of Israel after Jesus leaves. 

To make disciples in the context of the apostles then is to evangelize and then train some of those 
believers to be dedicated workers in service to the local body. 

For the church, we can see how this can transfer but with caution. 

A disciple, in the most basic concept, is a learner. But in the various contexts that the word is used, the 
term designates one who is both a learner and dedicated to the mission of either spreading the Gospel or 
teaching and training others.  

In the Epistles, the believer is expected to learn and grow to maturity so that both the believer and the 
local church are firm in the doctrines of the Lord. This is consistent across nearly all the letters. But not 
everyone is expected to be a teacher or work in direct ministry for the body. Everyone is expected to 
contribute to the body, but there are some who function having been taught the entire council of 
Scripture.   

The reason I do not think the noun “disciple” is used in the Epistles is to not confuse it with the 
discipleship requirement found in the Gospels or the early church. The administration of Israel is set 
aside, and the new administration is established with its own leadership structure.  

1 Timothy 3:1-7 does not have the same requirements as are presented in Matthew 10 or any of the 
requirement passages in the Gospels (Luke 14:25-33). 

 


