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Introduction: 

The book is written to believers and the introduction indicates to both Jews and Gentiles. 

The main exhortation is to fight earnestly for the faith. 

The church as a whole is to take this exhortation seriously and directly, but each believer is commanded to 
take on this activity within the body that they belong to; everybody is responsible. 

This letter is an encouragement to believers that God’s Justice will come upon the enemies of God who 
lead His children astray. 

This letter is not about discipline for “apostate” believers. This is not a warning against falling away. This is 
about the judgment of unbelievers who are irreverent and have a mental attitude of destroying God’s plan 
and attempting to or succeeding in having believers reject grace for immorality and denial of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  

Outline: 

3. God’s judgment is exemplified to assure the readers of the future judgment of the irreverent (5-16)  

A. Examples from the history (5-7) 
i.  Destruction of Israel’s enemies (5) 
ii.  Destruction of angels who sinned (6) 
iii. Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (7) 

B. False Teachers who Revile (8-10) 

i.  Example from the angelic conflict (9) 

ii.  These false teachers are unreasoning animals (10) 

False Teachers Who Revile: 

Review of verse 8:  

They are dreamers. They announce to believers that they have had a dream or vision from God. This is 
a false claim of revelation or insight from God or a deity.  

They defile the flesh. They are completely resigned to fulfilling the desires of the flesh, and they claim 
that this is permissible by God. 

They reject authorities. After looking at several options, I settled on that they reject any rulership that 
has been set up by God. I take this very generally. They have the mental attitude, teachings, and 
activities that are rebellious in nature. 

They revile angelic majesty. Literally, this is “they speak evil against glories.” The difficulty is that the 
word “δόξα doxa” is in the plural. The word “doxa” is used 171 times in the GNT. Only three times it is 
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used in the plural (1 Peter 1:11). The word is never used for angels. This is a poor interpretation due to 
the translators trying to connect this idea to verse 9. Even if this were a reference to angels, it is 
definitely not speaking of Satan or demons.    

Like “rejecting authority,” “speak evil of glories” is highly debated as to what is exactly meant. If we 
take 1 Peter 1:11 as a definition of glory in the plural, then this is the resurrection, ascension, and 
second coming of Jesus with the promise of judgment for the evil ones and salvation of the sons of God 
with the restoration of the kingdom of Israel (Messianic Kingdom).  

In verse 10 the same word “βλασφημέω blasphēmeō” is used; this time in reference to “things they do 
not know.” Therefore, they could just be speaking evil of God or bringing accusations against Him, His 
many glories, or possibly the spiritual realm. 

What can we conclude about verse 8? These false teachers are in the same mold as evil men and societies 
from history. They seek to reject and speak evil of and dismiss everything right and good and seek to pull 
down everything that is established as an authority, especially that which is ordained by God. 

This is less about what they are actually doing, although that is described, but rather about their 
mental attitude and audacious, arrogant view of themselves even when standing next to glories too 
great to understand.   

Verse 9 – In dealing with this verse we must make several observations. 

1. Any written work that Jude is referring to where this event took place is lost other than here in 
Jude. 

2. Since Jude is Scripture, we take this and only this as true. Any text that cannot be confirmed is 
rejected as having the same authority as Scripture. 

3. The event is strange; we do not know the conflict exactly. But we do know that conflict between 
God and Satan is not uncommon in Scripture (Job 1-2; Zechariah 3:1-5) 

4. Deuteronomy 34:1-6 – The account in Jude seems to add detail to this account. The statement that 
He buried him may not infer that the LORD personally buried Moses; perhaps God had angels 
perform the act and Jude records a conflict in that process. 

5. 2 Peter 2:10-11 – Angels do not bring a reviling judgment against them. The “them” refers to the 
false teachers. The Lord will judge them.  

6. Michael, although the archangel, is not the Lord and humbly follows His instructions.  Therefore, 
when Satan attempts to interfere, Michael does not stand up and fight, rather he invokes the Lord. 

7. Jude and Peter are concluding that angels (Michal in particular) know their place in creation. This is 
contrasted with the arrogance of the false teachers.  
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Question: Do the Pseudepigrapha and other writings give insight into Scripture? 

This account of Michael and Satan is assumed to be from the “Assumption of Moses.” But the event is 
not found in any copy of that work. There are only fragments, and the details are assumed based on 
quotes from others. This Jewish writing was found in Milan and is dated to the 6th century AD.  The 
story that is found in that work is more likely from this account in Jude rather than the other way 
around. 

This account may be a well-known story that is told in verbal history rather than in historical 
documents, but at this point, we are only guessing. The document, known as the “Assumption of 
Moses,” is rejected as having any theological value. 

In verse 14, Jude mentions a prophecy of Enoch. This is pretty close to what is typically attributed to 
the Book of Enoch (picture). If there had been a book written by Enoch, it was lost to history. What we 
have today are the Books of Enoch (picture). There were some in the fragments found with the Dead 
Sea Scrolls but not the section in question. 

The Book of Enoch progresses from simple and conforming to Scripture to the ridiculous and non-
conforming to known facts. What Jude is quoting was probably a legitimate writing that attested to 
what Enoch wrote. But that document does not exist as it was. What we have now is a corrupt 
document that is filled with unbiblical information and any copy is rejected as having any value in 
regard to our study in Scripture. 

Verse 10 - The false teachers are referred to as being natural. The word used is characterized as being of 
the soul. This is contrasted with being of spirit. The natural state of man can be found in Ephesians 2:1-3.  
Our natural state is children of wrath, walking in accordance with the ruler of this world and in the system 
that Satan has established. The false teachers are as unreasoning animals, bred only in the natural state 
with their end being destruction.   

This is not ad hominem by Jude. He is bringing out the reality of their nature. These false teachers are 
satisfying their natural instinct. This is how animals function. They do not think, they do not reason 
through information, they simply satisfy their fleshly lusts.  

When we were in Ephesians, we saw that we are saved from this state, therefore we are not like them 
because we have considered the information from God and have believed in His truth.  

This also correlates in that the false teachers do not understand, nor do they have an interest to 
understand the truth of God.  

This passage tells of their true nature and gives information as to their end. Since they are completely 
led by the flesh and not by any truth of God, they will be destroyed. Woe to them! 


