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Introduction: 

The book is written to believers, and the introduction indicates to both Jews and Gentiles 

The main exhortation is to fight earnestly for the faith. 

The church as a whole is to take this exhortation seriously and directly, but each believer is commanded to 
take on this activity in the body in which they belong; everybody is responsible. 

This letter is an encouragement to believers that God’s justice will come upon the enemies of God who 
lead His children astray. 

This letter is not about discipline toward “apostate” believers. This is not a warning against falling away. 
This is about the judgment of unbelievers who are irreverent and have a mental attitude of destroying 
God’s plan and attempting to or succeeding in having believers reject grace for immorality and denial of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Outline: 

3. God’s judgment is exemplified to assure the readers of the future judgment of the irreverent (5-16)  

A. Examples from the history (5-7) 
i.  Destruction of Israel’s enemies (5) 
ii.  Destruction of angels who sinned (6) 
iii. Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (7) 

B. False Teachers who Revile (8-10) 

i.  Example from the angelic conflict (9) 

ii.  These false teachers are unreasoning animals (10) 

False Teachers Who Revile: 

These false teachers (Jude brings the reader back to the present after reflections on history) function in the 
same way as the previous three examples in that they defile the flesh, reject authority, and revile angelic 
majesty. There is a strange concept in this verse in that it says by dreaming. This entire verse needs some 
translational work. But we can see that there is an activity of these false teachers that falls into the same 
category as the three examples. 

The phrase is a little misleading. The phrase in Greek is “οὗτοι ἐνυπνιαζόμενοι.” This is the near 
demonstrative pronoun “οὗτος houtos” (this or these) combined with a Nominative Present Participle. 
This is descriptive of and renames the false teachers (these dreamers). The NKJV translates this 
literally. All other translations interpret in one way or another. 

The word for dreaming is “ἐνυπνιάζομαι” and combines the particle “en” with the Greek word for 
sleep. The word literally means “during sleep” and refers to the experiences one has while sleeping. 
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However, in the Hebrew mindset, dreaming is a word that is used for visions (Genesis 37:5-11; 
Deuteronomy 13:1-5; 1 Kings 3:15; Book of Daniel; Acts 2:17). Jude’s use of this word indicates the 
method in which these false teachers function. They announce to the believers that they have had a 
dream or vision from God. 

In our time, this has not changed much. In my evaluation, there are three general ways heresy is 
developed. Heresy is a false theological claim. 

1. False claims of revelation from God 
2. False inference 
3. False interpretation (allegorical) 

Each of these has one common denominator, they are all subjective to the individual (they are not 
Scripturally objective). These false teachers are not simply wrong, they are lying about their 
interactions with God or other so-called deities. In various versions, this is interpreted as “by means 
of dreaming.” 

In one way or another these false teachers claim to have information concerning sensual activity or the 
nature of Jesus Christ, or they claim to have authority. 

They defile the flesh. Defile is “μιαίνω miainō” and means to contaminate, pollute with sin or 
immorality. To defile the flesh would be to misuse it for purposes that are not intended by God. They 
are completely resigned to fulfilling the desires of the flesh, and they claim that God permits it. 

They reject authorities. Reject is “ἀθετέω atheteō.” This is the alpha negative with the verb for to set or 
place. This is literally to set aside (Galatians 2:21; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8). In Jude, they reject authorities. 
This is not authority (exousia). Rather this is “κυριότης kyriotēs.” This is not “the Lord”; this is used more in 
general terms as a Singular Feminine Noun – the one who possesses dominion and is used for government 
or rulers as a group, or power or position as lord (Ephesians 1:21; Colossians 1:16*; 2 Peter 2:10). 

The dominion here is not angels and it is not God or Jesus. But this could refer to the administration 
that He has set up (secular or church). If it is secular, this could refer to the concept of being engaged in 
subversive activity over the presiding government (Romans 13:1-4; 1 Peter 2:13-17). Or this could be 
the administration of the church, rejecting the fact that Israel is set aside, and the new administration 
is now in effect. Or this could be that they reject the administration of God in general.   

An analysis does not settle the question of which it is here; all three possibilities are present. In this 
context, I lean toward any rulership that has been set up by God. I take this very generally. They have a 
mental attitude and a teaching and an activity that is rebellious in nature. 

They revile angelic majesty. Revile is “βλασφημέω blasphēmeō.” They speak evil of “δόξα doxa.” This is 
glory but in the plural. They speak evil of glories. This is the word “doxa” which is used 171 times in the 
GNT. Only three times it is used in the plural (1 Peter 1:11). The word is never used for angels. This is a 
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poor interpretation due to the translators trying to connect this idea to verse 9. Even if this was in 
reference to angels, it is definitely not speaking of Satan or demons.    

Both “rejecting authority” and “speaking evil of glories” are highly debated as to what is exactly meant. 
If we take 1 Peter 1:11 as a definition of glory in the plural, then this refers to the resurrection, 
ascension, and second coming of Jesus with the promise of judgment for the evil ones and salvation of 
the sons of God with the restoration of the Kingdom of Israel (Messianic Kingdom).  

In verse 10, the same word “βλασφημέω blasphēmeō” is used, this time in reference to things they do 
not know. Therefore, they could just be speaking evil of or bringing accusations against God, His many 
glories, or possibly the spiritual realm. 

What can we conclude about verse 8? These false teachers are in the same mold as evil men and societies 
from history. They seek to reject, speak evil of, and dismiss everything that is right and good and seek to 
pull down everything that comes to them with authority, especially that which is ordained by God. 

This is less about what they are actually doing, although that is described, but rather about their 
mental attitude and audacious, arrogant view of themselves, even when standing next to glories too 
great to understand.   

What can we compare this to so that we can understand it? 

1. Directly and overtly mocking God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit 

2. Dismissing His truth and promises with the imaginations of their own  

3. Believing that one can control or influence those in the spiritual realm (animism)   

 


