
Christology – Life of Christ 
Mark Chapter 6 – Part 4 (Mark 6:45-56) 

Christology 034 BHC KC 2022 1 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Mark 6 – Rejection and acceptance: rejection by those who should have known better (His hometown and 
rulers) and acceptance by the lowly and Gentiles in Gennesaret 

REVIEW 

In the last lesson, we reviewed the feeding of the 5,000 with respect to Christology. Jesus is not only 
demonstrating Himself as the Messiah, but He is also training His disciples on how to function as leaders in 
Israel. They have the content of the message. They have the authority given by Jesus. They have the ability 
granted through the Holy Spirit. Remember that God desires to have people participate in His plan and His 
administration. 

As Jesus is in the flesh, He demonstrates a true example of the perfect man. Jesus recognizes and says good 
things about the Father because of the food and miracles that were done according to His will.  

Finally, Jesus is fulfilling the Messianic signs that were in the same vein as Elisha when God multiplied the 
loaves in 2 Kings 4. 

MARK 6:45-52 

After the feeding of the 5,000, Jesus has the disciples head back across the sea to Bethsaida. Jesus, Himself 
was dismissing the crowds.  

Again, we ask why?  

The intensity that seems to be in the text indicates that the disciples did not get the rest that was 
intended. So, Jesus sends them away and handles the crowd without them. 

The other observation, as is recorded in John, is that 5,000 people may have become excited at 
the miracle and had an intention to make Him king (John 6:15). So, He ushered His disciples off 
and Jesus calmed the people down and withdrew from the people.  

Since Mark does not make this clear, we can only opine.    

Second, based on what happens, Jesus knows what the plan is and sets up the situation. 

In verse 46, He went away to pray. In Jesus’ humanity, not only is He exemplifying the proper mental 
attitude, but He also needed to communicate with and get instruction from the Father through the Holy 
Spirit.  

Peter, through Mark, sets the scene: it is late, and the situation happens on the fourth watch (according to 
Roman seafarers, the night was divided into four watches: 6–9 P.M., 9–12 P.M., 12–3 A.M., and 3–6 A.M.).  

The details seem strange to us. It appears that they have been out on the boat for a while. Were they 
trying to get to the other side but there was a strong headwind? Were they taking their time or did they 
get into the middle of the sea and decide to anchor down for a while? 
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Jesus, from land, saw this. Was this with His own eyes or did He perceive this from the Holy Spirit. 
Seeing with His own eyes from land seems unlikely, especially with the detail that is captured. So, is 
this what Jesus saw when He was walking on the sea? 

 

Verse 48 adds detail. Jesus was walking by and was coming up to them, walking on the sea. The way that 
this is written seems very casually, matter of fact. The emotion is captured from the reaction of the disciples, 
but the writer does not write as though it was extraordinary. 

Mark tells you their reaction after informing the reader what the reality was. The sense you get from the 
text is that their reaction was not the expected response.  

The last phrase in verse 48 is “Jesus was intending to pass them by.” This sentence bothered me. It 
records their difficulty, and why would Jesus intend not to come to them. In other texts, this intention is 
not recorded or implied (Matthew 14:22-27; John 6:16-21) 

Looking into the language this may be an incorrect translation. The first part of the last section must be 
noted, “he came to them walking on the sea.”  

The verb for pass by is “παρέρχομαι parerchomai.” The vast majority of the time, this means to go past, 
pass by, pass away. But there is a nuance in this word. The root word “erchromai” can mean to come or 
to go based upon context. This word is used at least two times with a different connotation. 

Luke 17:7; Luke 12:37 – I would say that the word in regard to service means to come up and serve. I 
am convinced that this nuance is here in Mark 6:48. Having seen them struggle, He came to them 
desiring to come and serve them (help them). With the cross-references, this understanding is consistent.  

When they saw Jesus, walking on the sea, they freaked out. In Matthew and John, fear grips the disciples. 
Why? Because their initial thought was that it was a ghost, a phantom. Why does this scare the disciples? 
They have already been given power over the demons to cast them out. 

In a natural state, mankind dictates that exhaustion rarely leads to rational thought. Although not all 
Jewish teachers sanctioned a belief in ghosts, it was a widely held belief and contradicted the standard 
Jewish (and New Testament) teaching that the righteous and wicked dead are separated in view of the 
resurrection. 

Then Jesus comforts them, calms the sea, and (according to Matthew and John) they were immediately at 
the other shore in Gennesaret, not Bethsaida (John 6:21; Matthew 14:3). 

Mark records the reaction of the disciples as being astonished because they had not gained insight from the 
feeding of the 5,000, and they still struggled with who Jesus is.   

In the Gospels, soon after this, the Twelve all make a decree (minus Judas) that Jesus is the Christ and 
that He is the one who has words that lead to eternal life (Luke 9:18-21; Matthew 14:33, 16:13-16; John 
6:66-69; Mark 8:27-30). The result of all these miracles finally results in the disciples (the Twelve) 
coming to terms with who Jesus is. 
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MARK 6:53-56 

Jesus returns to the region of Gennesaret; this is the same region at the city of Gerasene. Mark 5:15-20 – 
here we have the results of the man who had Legion in him, and what the people had witnessed had a major 
impact. Now instead of asking Jesus to leave, they welcome Him.  

Being healed by touching the fringe of His coat was not only a sign of trusting that Jesus was capable of 
doing anything, but it was also a sign of respect that they do not have the right to meet Jesus face to face. 

CHRISTOLOGY 

Nobody walked on water in the Hebrew Text, but some well-known accounts deal with water that lead us to 
consider the Messianic nature and miracles of water. 

1. Moses and the Red Sea 
2. Joshua and the dividing of the Jordan River (Joshua 3:12-16) 
3. 2 Kings 2:7-14 – These miracles pertaining to water seem to be significant Messianic precursors.  

Jesus starts something that will happen in the Millennial Reign. Gentiles will come to Jews to understand 
who God is (Zechariah 8:20-23). 

The Messianic proof that Jesus is the Christ is almost complete. 


