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Introduction:  

Jesus was not only proclaiming the kingdom and displaying His identity and authority as the Messiah 
through His words and works, He was also preparing His apostles. *His purpose was to establish them as 
the spiritual leadership in Israel because the current shepherds had oppressed and disheartened the people. 
*After choosing the Twelve Apostles, He gives them instructions.  

Review of Matthew 10:5-23  

They were given a targeted audience; they were to keep the message and their ministry strictly to the 
descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

This is not the lost tribes; this is not the people of Israel who are lost.  

The lost sheep of the house of Israel concerns God’s judgment against the Pharisees and the scribes and a 
decree that God is sending out His workers into Israel to regather them and shepherd them.  

This is in conjunction with the message that "the kingdom of heaven is at hand." They were to do the job of 
John the Baptizer, the job that Jesus took up when John was put into prison. The apostles were going to the 
lost sheep of Israel to shepherd them, have them change their minds about the nature of God, the Law, the 
coming Messiah, and return to YHWH their God.  

They were to do the works of the Prophet, demonstrating that their message is from God. The Pharisees and 
scribes had no authority or power, so the apostles’ message was shown to be genuine because of their 
accompanying supernatural credentials.  

In verses 9-15, we see the provisions given to them as they went from city to city. They gave the message to 
the city, and they were either accepted or rejected. They were given physical provisions by the people that 
accepted the message. They were given food and shelter as they were in that city.  

In 16-20, we see the spiritual provisions given to them as they were to give a defense of the message. This is 
a spiritual provision given by God to them as they are given instructions by the Holy Spirit.  

In verses 21-23 we concluded that the end time peril (the time of Jacob’s Trouble) in Israel will be great, 
and tremendous pressure will be placed on the remnant, but those who persevere under that pressure will be 
part of the restoration of Israel and make it into the kingdom of heaven (Millennial Reign) as a human. 

In verses 24-25, Jesus explains that they should expect harsh treatment from those in opposition to Him, 
specifically the leadership in Israel (religious/political). 
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 Warnings and Encouragement 

Read Matthew 10:24-31 

Do not fear them  

Why should the disciples of Jesus not fear them? Three reasons: 

1. They should expect the difficulty, and, since they know what to expect, they should not fear 
2. The eternal respect for God vs. the temporal respect for man 
3. God loves you more than the sparrows, and it is demonstrated that God loves all His creation 

Read Matthew 10:32-33 

Therefore…  “οὖν oun” is an inferential conjunction, which has a reach and a thrust. The use of “οὖν 
oun” means we must refer to the previous information to help us understand the information that 
follows. When “οὖν oun” is used, the previous information leads the reader to come to the proper 
conclusion and follow the logic of the speaker/reader.  

The content of verses 32-33 is a logical flow from verses 26-31. “To you disciple of Jesus Christ 
(remnant believer) there will be blessing for those who do confess Him before men and loss of 
recognition for those who deny Him before men.” 

Why? Because they should respect God more than men and realize that God loves them. This awesome 
God that made everything and has the power to create and destroy both body and soul loves you, He 
knows you, and you are more valuable than many sparrows that receive His special care. 

If 32-33 were not in the text, what we conclude from verses 26-31? The information provided should 
lead one to understand that Jesus wants them to proclaim openly (confess Him before men). Fearing 
men means they would not speak in the light or proclaim from the rooftops. Verses 32-33 add the 
consequence for the activity. 

What is the consequence? If you confess Me before men, I will confess you before my Father; if you 
deny me before men, I will deny you before my Father. 

What does this mean? Does being confessed or denied before the Father indicate their salvation? 

Mathew Henry – he [Jesus] will shortly, in the day of triumph, own those who now own him, in the 
day of trial, when those who deny him shall be forever disowned and rejected by him 

David Guzik - Whatever Jesus Christ is to you on earth, you will be to him in the day of judgment. If 
he be dear and precious to you, you will be precious and dear to him. If you thought everything of 
him, he will think everything of you. We dare not miss that Jesus here claimed that one’s eternal 
destiny depended upon their response to Him. 

Lordship Salvation and Reformed Theology teach that if someone says they believe in Christ but then 
denies Him when asked if they are a believer, then they were never saved to begin with. Some of 
these theological persuasions state that salvation is not obtained until a person both believes in Jesus 
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and makes a public statement that they believe in Jesus. In either case (test or mechanic) this makes a 
physical act, a work, a condition of salvation.  

Arminianism (Wesleyanism) teaches that if a genuine believer in Christ does not confess Christ and 
instead denies Him, then they will lose their salvation. They would need to get re-saved again.  

In any of these cases, whether the mechanism, the proof, or a potential loss, works are added to 
salvation, and this is not consistent with the clear teaching about how someone is transferred from life 
to death, or in our vernacular is saved, justified, personally reconciled to God. 

Even to Israel or the Jews individually during the time of Jesus Christ, being reconciled to God did 
not involve confessing Jesus before men. 

Remember this is an instruction to the learners and apostles of Jesus during that time and applies to the 
Jewish believers during the time of Jacob's trouble. 

Confess is the Greek word ομολογεω homologeo and means “to acknowledge association with.” Deny is 
αρνεομαι arneomai and means the opposite of acknowledge in this context, “to deny association with, 
either verbally or non-verbally.” In the context, this deals with them performing as instructed by Jesus in 
the previous section. In Scripture, do we have examples of believers who did not confess Him before 
men (John 9:22, 12:42; Matthew 26:69-75). 

What is the consequence? What does it mean to be confessed or denied before the Father?  

It means that Jesus, at that time, will personally acknowledge that act of courage before the Father in 
heaven. Then confessing disciples will have rewards applied to their account. They will store up 
treasure in heaven (Matthew 6:19-21).  

On the other hand, He says in verse 33 that the one who denies Him before men…I will also deny 
him before My Father who is in heaven. This means that when evaluation comes, Jesus, at that time, 
will not acknowledge that believer before His Father in heaven. In other words, an opportunity to 
have rewards has been lost. He does not store up rewards in heaven. 

Those rewards will be distributed during the Millennial Reign, accrued in heaven, and brought down 
to be enjoyed in the kingdom of heaven. 

Read Matthew 10:34-36 

Jesus' self-disclosed purpose was not to bring peace. Is Jesus promoting war and strife? 

But what about Luke 2:14? That is a blessing of peace, a desire of peace, but Jesus did not initially come 
to bring peace. For Jesus to establish peace what needs to happen? He needs to come in the fashion of 
the Messiah King. 

Notice that this passage is all in caps. That indicates that this is a quote from the Hebrew Scripture. 
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Micah 7:1-20 

1-6  – Israel has become an unrighteous, unfruitful, evil nation and so corrupt that neighbors are 
not trusted, and family members find themselves as enemies   

7-8  – Micah exclaims that he knows that God will hear and be a light for him 

9-13  – Lament for Israel as she will become desolate, and even the surrounding nations will be 
afflicted by the judgment of Israel  

14-17 – Israel is promised redemption after judgment, and her enemies will see and be ashamed 

18-20 – A praise for God for who He is and that He keeps His promises 

The context of verse 6 corresponding with Matthew 10:35-36 is speaking of the nature of Israel in 
history and in their future history. Jesus came and is coming during a time when Israel is already 
unloving, and constantly in strife internally. 

By existing as the Prophet and the Suffering Servant, the nature of God in the form of Man on earth will 
draw distinctions between those who believe and those who are not believers. Jesus is not swinging the 
sword or teaching the disciples to be violent or treat family members as enemies.  

Conclusion  

There are two points from this lesson. We must learn how to read the text within its context. We must not 
read these verses and make any assumptions. We must identify the audience and then read it for what it 
says. 

Verses 32-33 are to believing disciples of Jesus and reward (or lack of reward) is understood. 

Is there a similarity between what the disciples of Jesus were told and what we are instructed today? 
Yes, we can see that confessing Him and not denying Him will result in reward (2 Timothy 2:11-13; 
Revelation 3:8-11). The difference is that we do not get our instructions from Matthew 10, even if it 
sounds like what is said in the instructions to the church.   

The second point is to make sure we understand the text of Matthew with the Hebrew text in view. If 
dialogue or the writer refers to the Hebrew Scriptures, we must reflect upon that text to fully understand the 
point of the information. 

Jesus' presence, words, and deeds exacerbate the evil, divisive, unloving nature of Israel. During the 
time of Jacob's Trouble, this evil nature of the unbelieving Jews will be focused upon the believers and 
to the greatest extent ever seen in history. We will see this demonstrated in Matthew 24. 

Does this correlate today? Yes, but not the severity that we saw in Israel and will be seen in eschatology.   


