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Introduction: 

The book is written to believers, and the introduction indicates to both Jews and Gentiles. 

The main exhortation is to fight earnestly for the faith. 

The church as a whole is to take this exhortation seriously and directly, but each believer is commanded to 
take on this activity in the body in which they belong; everybody is responsible. 

Outline: 

2. Identification of the enemy (4) 

A. False teachers have slipped in 

B. Irreverent people who change grace to sensuality and deny Jesus Christ 

C. Decree of judgment 

3. God’s judgment is exemplified to assure the readers of the future judgment of the irreverent (5-16)  

A. Examples from the history (5-7) 
i.  Destruction of Israel’s enemies (5) 
ii.  Destruction of angels who sinned (6) 
iii. Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (7) 

Judgment of the Enemy in History: 

In Jude, certain persons have slipped in. They are false teachers. This is not a person with an incorrect 
doctrine but one who is purposely trying to lead God’s children into false doctrine and sin. 

They are ungodly, meaning they have no reverence; nothing is sacred to them. They are self-important 
and have no belief in or care for God. 

These are unbelievers who also have a mental attitude of destruction to God and to believers. Their 
thoughts are subversive to truth and their irreverent minds have deteriorated into obvious sin.    

What is their judgment? 

Literal translation: They have been long beforehand marked out for this; the condemnation of the 
irreverent.  

It has already been established that false teachers and false prophets are always present among 
the people of God. It takes both strong leadership and a strong body to withstand the perpetual 
nature of false gospels, false doctrines, and false teachers.  

Jude is not speaking to the prediction that false teachers would arise. Rather Jude is speaking to the 
judgment that has been predicted or exemplified toward false teachers.  

Condemnation of the irreverent (Unbelievers who act irreverently) 
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Condemnation is “κρίμα krima” is a decree, a decision, and the effect of the decision concerning 
a crime. Condemnation of wrong, the sentence of a judge, the punishment of a sentence 
(Romans 1:28-2:2). But we are not of those who are condemned (Romans 5:16); we are 
justified by grace, this is in opposition to judgment (Romans 8:1 - katakrima).  

Jude displays both physical destruction and eternal destruction. 

Jude observes 4 examples: 

Jude 5 – Destruction of Israel’s enemies 

Jude 6 – Angels cast out of heaven and held under eternal bonds 

Jude 7 – Sodom and Gomorrah are examples of the punishment of eternal fire 

Jude 14-16 – The Lord Himself will also execute judgment – Future eschatological reference 

Jude 5 – Destruction of Israel’s Enemies 

Jude begins his expose’ of the judgment of false teachers by reminding his readers that they 
have knowledge of all things. 

The word for reminder is not to help them remember what they forgot, rather this is to 
bring to the front of the mind what is in the recesses of their knowledge. 

All things is in the context of what he is about to tell them in verses 5-7. 

They know is “ὁράω horaō” which is to see and understand. This word is a Perfect Active 
Participle. They have learned and understood this history and they have no need to learn 
this information, only remind them of the information. 

The first reminder is that having saved the people out of Egypt, God subsequently destroyed 
those who were unbelievers. 

The literal English translation of this last phrase in verse 5 is “having saved people out of 
(the) land of Egypt, He destroyed the second (people), the ones not having believed.” 

Who are the ones who did not believe? This is normally thought to be that first generation 
of believers in reference to Israel in the various judgments in the wilderness wanderings. I 
do not agree with this assessment. 

To identify who Jude is referencing, we must first look at the identifying marker in verse 5. 

(Picture) In verse 5, believe is a Participle. Notice that there is an article modifying this 
participle and further modified by a negative particle. “the ones who have not believed” or 
“the not-believing ones.”  
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When there is an article with a participle, it describes who they are, not what they are 
doing. When Israel escaped Egypt, it says in Exodus 14:31 that the entire population 
believed in the Lord. This is the exact same language as Genesis 15:6. 

To conclude that “the ones who have not believed” is any believer is inconsistent with 
Scripture, and I think is inconsistent with this section. 

Another grammatical point is the word subsequently. This is the noun “δεύτερος deuteros.” 
This is never translated adverbially in the text. This is used 44 times and always translated 
as “second” except here. This should be translated as “the second.” The second what? In 
this context, I am convinced that this is a second people group. 

Who, then, is this group of unbelievers that God destroyed? It is the Egyptians. He saved 
Israel and destroyed their pursuers (Exodus 14:26-31). This is not a warning to believers, but 
an assurance to believers that God will judge unbelievers who act hostile toward God and 
those who are the called, beloved, and kept in Christ Jesus. 

Jude 6 – Angels cast out of heaven and held under eternal bonds 

Next on the historical judgment list is angels who abandoned their proper abode. 2 Peter 2:4 
speaks of this reality as well. What event is this referring to and when did this happen? 

Three general views –  

1. The information in Jude and 2 Peter is all that is known 

2. This is about the great angelic fall following after Satan 

3. This refers to the angelic host who came down and committed immoral acts in Genesis 
6 which resulted in the flood. 

Let’s work backwards. Genesis 6:1-2. I do not want to rehash this too much. There are a great 
number of excellent teachers who believe this. When I taught Genesis 6, I gave my reasons as 
to why I do not think this is correct or even possible. If anyone wants to discuss this, I am happy 
to do so. Therefore, I am going to simply dismiss this view at this time. 

The fallen angels that followed Satan. Ezekiel 28:11-19 (Revelation 12:3-4). Ezekiel is definitely 
about Satan’s fall as an announcement of judgment against the power behind the king of Tyre. 
As we learned about Revelation, that is not necessarily the case. 

Without making assumptions, it is difficult to know all that is here. I also think that trying to 
analyze this too far is missing the point. What we know is that there were angels who have 
fallen, and they will be judged and destroyed (Matthew 8:29, 25:41; Revelation 20:10). 
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Jude 7 – The account of Sodom and Gomorrah is an example of the punishment of eternal fire. 

The activity of Sodom and Gomorrah is well known, and the destruction of those cities and that 
land is equally well known. They were immoral, unjust, unloving, not caring for the needy, 
worshipped unknown gods, and not only did evil, but they displayed it for all to see. This was 
not only about sexual immorality, but these cities were unbelieving evil people. 

Their doom lasted far beyond their death and the destruction of their city. 

Genesis 19:23-28; Deuteronomy 29:23; Jeremiah 49:18 

In Jude, it says that they serve as an example of eternal fire. What happened is not eternal fire, 
rather their judgment serves as an example of that judgment.  

Jude 14-16 – The Lord Himself will also execute judgment – Future eschatological reference 

The point of this text is found in verse 11—woe to them. But you, believers, are safe and secure 
based upon the promise of God through Jesus Christ. 

 


