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INTRODUCTION 

Mark 6 begins the theme of the rejection of truth. Jesus is rejected in Nazareth, John was rejected by the 
king and eventually beheaded, and Jesus warns the disciples that if any town rejects them, they are to shake 
the dust off their sandals.  

But in this chapter, there is also acceptance. First, the disciples were sent out without any provisions 
because there would be some who would accept them and provide for them. They were healing people 
and casting out demons. The people who were following Jesus were fed by Him, and Jesus returns to 
Gennesaret (Mark 5:1-20) but this time was accepted (Mark 6:53-56). 

REVIEW 

Jesus goes back to His hometown very early in His ministry and gave the people of Nazareth the truth of 
who He is. They were blown away by Jesus and immediately dismissed His statement that He is the 
promised Messiah from Isaiah 61. That they took offense at Jesus means that this statement caused the 
people of Nazareth to commit a great sin. In Luke 4:22-30, they drove Jesus out of the city and tried to 
throw Him off a cliff. 

In response to Jesus’ fame, rumors begin to build around Herod that He is John the Baptizer risen from the 
dead, then the author recalls the events that led to John’s death. 

Verse 30 returns to the narrative. A report was given to Jesus, and He had them secluded for rest and food. 

MARK 6:33-44 

Verse 33 explains why Jesus was giving them a break. The people were persistent and determined to stay 
with Jesus and the apostles. The crowd ran on foot by land around the end of the sea. Let’s try to build a 
mental picture. 

“They saw them” probably means that Jesus and the apostles traveled along the shoreline rather than 
cutting across the lake. Why? 

1. Funny reason – The apostles were struck with PTSD from their last excursion across the sea. 
2. Probable reason – Jesus had a Heavenly Father-directed plan to gather a large crowd at their next 

destination. 

I get this picture as they are trying to track the boat on the sea. They were running in through the 
cities trying to anticipate where Jesus and the apostles were going. 

“They ran together” – συντρέχω suntrechō, having the prefix “sun” in composition with “trecho” 
indicates not only an activity but a common purpose as they ran. As the crowd passed through the cities 
on the way to cut off Jesus, their number was increasing. The result was a large crown which we know 
was 5,000 men. 
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In Verse 34, we see the activity of Jesus as He goes ashore. 

He saw – He looked and perceived and knew what they had gone through just to meet with Jesus. 

He felt compassion - σπλαγχνίζομαι splagchnizomai (from σπλάγχνον splagchnon the bowels or 
intestines), this is the Hebrew seat of the intense passions (love, affection). This word is used as the 
emotional response to the mental choice of love. This verb is always associated with action by the one 
experiencing the emotion.  

This word is used only in the Synoptics and is only used of Jesus, about Jesus, or in a parable taught 
by Jesus. The emphasis is the activity taken by Jesus when need is observed. In Mark, this is used in 
1:41 and 8:2 where Jesus has compassion upon the leper and the 4,000. 

In response to the compassion after seeing the crowd as having no shepherd (In Matthew this is a 
repudiation upon the Pharisees), he teaches them many things. Notice the difference in the statement 
with Mark 8:2. The compassion in Mark 6 is about their need for a shepherd. In mark 8, the compassion 
is in response to the fact that the crowd has been with Jesus for three days with no food.  

Verse 35-36 – After Jesus had been teaching a while, it had grown late, and the disciples told Him to send 
the people away to go get food for themselves. What is missing? The disciples do not have compassion for 
the crowd. 

Verse 37 is intriguing. Jesus commands them, “You give them something to eat.” What did Jesus expect the 
disciples to do? 

If you read all the accounts together, there is a little more information as to Jesus’ intentions. In John 
6:5-6, we see that Jesus questions Phillip directly, testing him for He knew what He was intending. 

Prior to this event, Jesus cleansed lepers, cast out demons, healed the sick, raised the dead, and calmed 
the sea and the wind. Did they not consider that God could feed them? In the ministry of the apostles, 
they also were given supernatural authority and ability. Did they not consider that even through their 
hands God could feed the crowd? 

This is an opportunity for the apostles to learn about the power and intention of God once again. But as 
we will see, they are slow to learn. 

Verses 38-44 have the content of the miracle. They went out and inquired if anyone had food. All they could 
find were five loaves and two fish. 

1. First, they turn the supply over to Jesus. 
2. Then, Jesus has the crowds sit in groups. 
3. Jesus blesses the food  
4. Jesus begins to divide the loaves and the fish, giving them to the disciples for distribution. 
5. Everyone ate and was satisfied. 
6. They gathered up the leftovers. 
7. Finally, they took a headcount. 
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In the details, we have some important observations and questions to ask. 

Why obtain food when God could have provided manna? We know from John that it was a boy that 
had the initial supply. God enjoys having people participate in His plan. God did not need the boy or 
his food, but that boy was blessed, being involved in Jesus’ miracle (I would love to hear his story).  

Bread and fish are what were in abundance in the region. They live on the water, so fish was in 
abundance. Also, grain and barley were common crops in Israel. I have always wondered, why did 
the boy have five loaves? 

Why are they in groups of 50-100? I think that Jesus was teaching them organization. After Jesus 
ascends into heaven, the apostles have large-scale success adding to their number thousands at a 
time. In Acts 2, we see the initial success after Pentecost (Acts 2:41-42). In Acts 4, the believers 
were dedicated to one another and donating resources for the benefit of all (Acts 4:32-36). But in 
Acts 6, the task started getting difficult, so the apostles had the congregation choose men to serve the 
people (Acts 6:1-3).  

Jesus blesses the food and divides the bread and fish. In Mark 6:41, the words “the food” are not in 
the text. The literal translation is “And having taken the five loaves and the two fish looking up into 
the heaven, he said a blessing and broke the loaves and He kept giving it to the disciples so that it 
was set before them and He divided among all the two fish.” 

The word for “bless the food” is the word “εὐλογέω eulogeō.” It means to “speak well of” we 
recognize the English word “eulogy” to speak well of someone. In the context, the preceding 
phrase is that He is looking up into heaven, and then “eulogizes.”  Who or what is He speaking 
well of?  

The tradition of blessing the food is not what we think it is. We do not consecrate food; we do 
not cause food to be holy or free from impurities through prayer. There is no spiritual cleansing 
of food found in Scripture. There is an acknowledgment and thankfulness to God and a good, 
sound, Biblical response for provisions as we live in this life. 

The method of multiplying the bread and fish is simply Jesus breaking the bread or cutting up the 
fish and distributing the food to the disciples. 

Verses 42-44 demonstrate the reality of the miracle. This is not a mind trick or messing with the 
numbers. They ate, they were satisfied, and they picked up an abundance of leftovers. Then we have 
the number, 5000 men (Matthew 14:21).  

CHRISTOLOGY 

This account is usually not understood in the full scope of Christology. The life of Elijah and Elisha are 
seen as precursors to the activity of the Messiah, and one even stands out (2 Kings 4:38-44).  

In the feeding of the 5,000, Jesus is not simply demonstrating His Messianic truth, He is also fulfilling 
the foreshadowing of Elisha. 


