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Introduction: 

Jesus was not only proclaiming the kingdom and displaying His identity and authority as the Messiah 
through His words and works; He was also preparing His apostles. *His purpose was to establish them as 
the spiritual leadership in Israel because the current shepherds had oppressed and disheartened the people. 
*After choosing the Twelve Apostles, He gives them instructions. 

Review of Matthew 10:5-23 

They were given a targeted audience; they were to keep the message and their ministry strictly to the 
descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

This is not the lost tribes; this is not the people of Israel who are lost. 

The lost sheep of the house of Israel is a statement of God’s judgment against the Pharisees and the scribes 
and a decree that God is sending out His workers into Israel to regather them and shepherd them. 

This is in conjunction with the message that “the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” They were to do the job of 
John the Baptizer, the job that Jesus took up when John was put into prison. The apostles were going to the 
lost sheep of Israel to shepherd them, have them change their minds about the nature of God, the Law, the 
coming Messiah, and returning to YHWH their God. 

They were to do the works of the Prophet, demonstrating that their message is from God. The Pharisees and 
scribes had no authority or power, so the apostles’ message was shown to be genuine because of their 
accompanying supernatural credentials. 

In verses 9-15, we see the provisions given to them as they went from city to city. They gave the message to 
the city, and they were either accepted or rejected. They were given physical provisions by the people that 
accepted the message. They were given food and shelter as they were in that city. 

In 16-20, we see the spiritual provisions given to them as they were to give a defense of the message. This is 
a spiritual provision given by God to them as they are given instructions by the Holy Spirit. 

In the last lesson, we asked the question of when these events took place. We noted that verses16-22 contain 
nine future indicative verbs and are in the context of the Son of Man coming in an eschatological reference. 
The content of Matthew 10:16 and following is set during the time of Jacob’s trouble. 

A few reminders: 

1. The context of Matthew is the kingdom of heaven. 
2. Hebrew prophecy dictates that first Elijah, Jacob’s Trouble, Messianic Kingdom must come. 

a. In the time of Jacob’s Trouble, only the remnant will be saved. 
b. Isaiah 10:20-23 
c. Isaiah 1:5-9 
d. Jeremiah 23:5-6, 30:5-7 
e. Joel 2:30-32 
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3. Matthew 10:22 is in the context of the immediate time before the Messianic reign. If that 
time were to occur then, the apostles would have had to endure to the end to enter into the 
Messianic reign as non-glorified humans (as opposed to dying and entering in as a 
resurrected saints). If they did not endure, they would die in the day of Jacob’s Trouble, 
because only the faithful remnant will survive. This is not only for the apostles but for any 
believing Jew in the time of Jacob’s Trouble. 

a. Mark 13:3-4, 12-13 
b. Matthew 24:9-13 
c. Luke 21:17-19 

 Difficulties Continued 

Read Matthew 10:24-25 

Jesus informs the disciples that the same accusations and abuse will come upon them as Jesus’ disciples. 
In fact, they could expect more explicit accusations. 

The premise is established in verse 24. The concept is clear and is not debated. “The learner or the slave 
is not above the teacher or the master.” 

The Greek word for disciple is μαθητης mathētēs and refers to “a student or a learner.” This is not 
synonymous with believer. Some believed but were not necessarily disciples, and some disciples were 
not believers. Disciple simply refers to one who is studying under a teacher. 

1. Mark 2:18 – Many people have disciples 
2. John 6:61-69 

a) Some of the disciples do not believe 
b) Many left Jesus; He was no longer identified as their rabbi 
c) His disciples are separate from the 12 
d) Disciples other than Judas Iscariot were not believing in Jesus 

3. John 12:4 – Judas Iscariot was one of Jesus’ disciples (notice it does not say seemingly) 
4. John 12:42 – Believers who did not confess Jesus or take Him as their rabbi (not a disciple) 

are still believers  
5. John 19:38-40 – Joseph was a secret disciple; Nicodemus was apparently a believer but never 

called a disciple 

Jesus took from His many disciples and chose the Twelve Apostles. When the word disciple is 
observed, it must be placed in context, and we can’t assume that every person in the audience was a 
believer. 

In verse 25, the context of “disciple” is one that has become like his teacher. The context is a 
believing disciple who has become like Christ. 
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Back in verse 24, the word for above is “ὑπέρ hupér.” This preposition has a variety of meanings based 
on the context and grammar of the phrase. 

1. on behalf of, for the sake of 
2. over, beyond, more than 
3. more, beyond, over (qualitative) 

In phrases that are in the accusative case and in conjunction with words that imply comparison like 
is present in verse 25, this is used as “to the degree or measure exceeded, superior to one.” 

Jesus wasn’t making a statement about His authority or that of teachers in general but rather warning 
His disciples that His fate will be the fate of His disciples.  

Considering what we know in the rest of Scripture, there is a near and a far application to this 
truth. Jesus’ disciples were persecuted in various ways; they were maligned, pursued, and killed. 
But this is also in connection to the future administration of Israel during the time of Jacob’s 
Trouble. The Jews who come to believe in Jesus during that time will be hunted to the ends of 
the earth by Satan, the unbelieving Jews, and the rest of the world.  

The first warning in this text is the type of accusation; the worst thing you can say in Israel (arguably 
anywhere) is attributing the works of God and the Holy Spirit to Satan. Remember, Matthew is not in 
direct chronological order. Jesus saying this indicates it has already occurred, but in Matthew, this does 
not take place until Matthew 12:22-24. This does not mean that Matthew 12 is the first time it occurred.  

Read Matthew 10:26-31 

Therefore, do not fear them, for there is nothing concealed that will not be revealed or hidden that will 
not be known.  

Why should they not fear them? Jesus was preparing His followers for those hard times by leading them 
to focus on the ultimate outcome. If one focuses on the eternal perspective, then fear should not be an 
issue. In light of eternity, what they may face on earth does not compare to what they would receive in 
eternity (Romans 8:18; 2 Corinthians 4:16-18). Jesus is telling them to mentally prepare for the natural 
inclination to fear those who want to kill them.  

Jesus assures them that there is nothing concealed that will not be revealed or hidden that will not be 
known. If they permitted the fear of death to control them, then it would conceal the truth of the 
kingdom message. But if they conceal it now, it will only be revealed in the future; they just would not 
participate in it or obtain the benefit. 

Jesus is not simply giving them something to do, He wants them to benefit to the maximum.  

In 10:27, Jesus intended His teaching to expand far beyond the disciples. “What I tell you in the 
darkness, speak in the light; and what you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim upon the housetops.” 
This will put them in the scope of the enemy. This private and personal instruction is what Jesus is 
referring to by the statements “I tell you in the darkness…” and “what you hear whispered in your 
ear….”  



Matthew Chapter 10:5-10:42 – Jesus Sends His Apostles  
Part 4 – Matthew 10:24-31 – Warnings and Encouragement to the Disciples  

Book	of	Matthew	–	045	 Beth	Haven	Church	 2022	 4	

Behind closed doors and in various places throughout Galilee, Jesus had entrusted many things to them 
that He did not entrust to others. 

There will come a time when they are to boldly broadcast all that He shared with them in a public setting 
with no fear.  

Verse 28 – Do not fear. If they were to fear those who kill the body, then it would encourage them to 
conceal Jesus’ message and not proclaim it simply to preserve their temporary lives. 

The body here refers to the material body that interacts with this earth or this present physical life. The 
body is subject to being killed by men, but they are unable to kill the soul. The soul is the immaterial 
part of life that transcends this earthly existence. In other words, though one may kill the body, the soul 
continues unharmed.  

However, God has power over both the material and immaterial. Fear God, not man. This carries the 
literal idea of being terrified and scared. But the root of all fear is respect. Since God’s power is greater 
than a man’s, then, obviously, He is the one who should be feared instead of man. When man 
understands God’s power, it should cause man to be terrified of the God of Creation, but when God’s 
love and goodwill are understood and there is belief in Him who justified the ungodly, that should cast 
out fear. 

As believers, they should have full respect for God but not be terrified of Him. Love overcomes fear. 

1 John 4:15-19 

1. The premise is that the subjects all confess Jesus is the Son; they are believers in Him 
2. The believers have come to know the love of God 
3. God is love 
4. The one who abides in God abides in His love, and God is in the believer. 
5. Understanding God’s love means that the believer has confidence on the day of evaluation 
6. There is no fear in love since God has perfect love for believers. When believers understand that 

love, they should have no fear of God. 
7. This love should cause believers to love. 

Verses 29-31 demonstrate the love of God for the disciples. 

Conclusion 

The disciples, in learning from Jesus and following in His footsteps, will have a profound effect. They, too, 
will suffer in the same manner as Jesus. But whom do they fear? As we move forward in history, we see the 
apostles and others in Acts have no fear of men and what they can do. They respect God and remain in His 
love knowing that whatever happens, the eternity of God is worth far more than even life itself. 

This principle remains for us, though we may or may not suffer in the same manner as Jesus and the early 
Church. We may enjoy the benefit of peace and freedom. But we must all be prepared to shed the fear of 
loss in this world because we know what is next and that God loves us. 


