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Outline: 

1. Introduction (1-3) 

A. Assurance for believers – called, beloved, kept, mercy, peace, and love (1-2) 

B. Change of the theme from common salvation to fighting for the faith (3) 

2. Identification of the Enemy (4) 

A. False teachers have slipped in 

B. Irreverent people who change grace to sensuality and deny Jesus Christ 

C. Decree of judgment 

An Observation in Structure: 

As I was studying, I noticed that there were some similarities between the information at the beginning of 
the letter and the end of the letter. I began wondering if this was written in a chiastic structure.  

A chiasm is a literary device in which the content of a song, narrative, or letter is presented and then 
repeated in reverse order. Sometimes this is called a “mirror” literary device. Each topic is connected to its 
“reflection” by a repeated word or topic. The term chiasm comes from the Greek letter X (khee). 

A basic chiasm setup is usually represented in letters 

A 
   B 
      C 
         D 
      C 
   B 
A 

In Jude, this structure seems to be present. 
The Believers Identity in Christ  (1-2) 
    The Believer’s Interaction with the Faith  (3) 
        False Teachers Described  (4) 
            Examples of Judgment in History  (5-7) 
                Irreverent Activity Toward the Spiritual Realm  (8-10) 
                    Woe to them  (11) 
                Irreverent Activity Toward the Believer  (12-13) 
            Judgment in Prophecy  (14-16) 
        False Teachers Described  (17-19) 
    The Believer’s Interaction with the Faith  (20-23) 
The Believer’s identity in Christ  (24-25)  
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Identification of the Enemy: 

In Jude certain persons have slipped in (Acts 20:29-32; 2 Peter 2:1-3). This is not unexpected, but the 
previous passages speak of it as a warning. In Jude, it is here. Who are they? They are false teachers. This is 
not a person with an incorrect doctrine but one who is purposely trying to lead God’s children into false 
doctrine and sin. 

They are ungodly (ἀσεβής asebēs) This means that they have no reverence, nothing is sacred to them. 
They are self-important and have no belief in nor care for God (Romans 4:5, 5:6; 1 Timothy 1:9; 2 Peter 
2:5-7; Jude 15) 

What can we observe about this word? 

1. It is consistently used of those who are not redeemed, unbelievers in Jesus Christ. 

2. It describes our previous condition and status with God before we believed. 

3. In this and other contexts, it describes the mental attitude of those destructive unbelievers who 
have no belief in or care for God. 

4. This word never describes a believer who has fallen from the faith (1 Timothy 4:1; Hebrews 
3:12-14). 

5. In Jude, the word (noun and verb) is used 5 times. And in verses 14-19, we see not only their 
position as ungodly, but their thoughts are subversive to truth and their irreverent minds have 
deteriorated into obvious behavioral issues. 

What is their false teaching? 

1. They align with sensuality rather than grace. The common misconception is that this is about using 
grace as means for the license to do something. Paul address this in Romans 6:12-15. But in Jude, 
the word for turn is “μετατίθημι metatithēmi.” This means to transpose, to put off one thing and 
put on another; to be set elsewhere. This does not mean they used grace for sensuality, this means 
they left grace for sensuality. In Acts 20:29-32, Paul tells the elders at Ephesus not to follow after 
perversion but rather stay steadfast in the grace of God. 

a. It moves away from the grace of our God - this is a specific doctrine of the grace of God. 
They are saying “move from or do not believe in the grace, rather partake in sensuality” 

b. Sensuality is “ἀσέλγεια aselgeia” this word means lacking in self-control, often sexual 
(Ephesians 4:17-19; 2 Peter 2:7) 

i. This is not a subtle perversion but one that is an obvious and well-known sin 
(Galatians 5:19) 

ii. But the root of this particular sin is that of complete self-interest and going after 
whatever one desires. This is why I defined it as “lacking in sexual self-control.”   
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c. The goal of these false teachers is to entice the saints away from the grace of God using 
fleshly sexual perversion. 

2. They deny the only Master and our Lord Jesus Christ. Denying has many different perspectives.  

a. To openly denounce someone; Peter denied knowing Jesus in the courtyard of the temple.  

b. The second is for a believer to deny Jesus Christ by their action; they deny Jesus what He 
desires (1 Timothy 5:8).  

c. The third is to state that Jesus is not the Christ, to not believe in Him (1 John 2:22-23; 2 
Peter 2:1). Due to the similar nature of 2 Peter 2:1, the conclusion is that these men are 
ones who deny that Jesus is the Master and Savior. They are denying that Jesus is the Christ. 

3. The two statements are made together, but there is no indication that one is equated to the other. 
These are two separate issues, although they are related.  

4. Preview of Jude 17-19 

 


