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INTRODUCTION 

Mark 6 begins the theme of the rejection of truth. Jesus is rejected in Nazareth; John was rejected by the 
king and eventually beheaded; and Jesus warns the disciples that if any town rejects them, they are to shake 
the dust off their sandals.  

But in this chapter, there is also acceptance. First, the disciples were sent out without any provisions 
because there would be some who would accept them and provide for them. They were healing people 
and casting out demons, and He returns to Gennesaret (Mark 5:1-20), but this time was accepted (Mark 
6:53-56). 

REVIEW 

Jesus went back to His hometown very early on in His ministry and gave the people of Nazareth the truth of 
who He is. They were blown away by Jesus and immediately dismissed His statement that He is the 
promised Messiah from Isaiah 61. That they took offense at Jesus means that this statement caused the 
people of Nazareth to commit a great sin. In Luke 4:22-30, they drive Jesus out of the city and try to throw 
Him off a cliff. 

With respect to Christology, we observed that this section speaks to the humanity of Jesus. Before the 
baptism and the resting of the Holy Spirit that empowered Him to do what the Father commissioned Him to 
say and do, he had every appearance of a normal human being. 

He did not do any miracles; He did not know all things; He had to learn and grow (Luke 2:52).  

His own people could not see past His humanity to understand that He is the Messiah, the Son of God. 

MARK 6:6b-13, 30-32 

This section is a very truncated account of Matthew 10. Peter, through Mark, speaks of the Prophet’s 
provision. In this section, we see the provisions given to the Twelve. 

1. Support system by going out in pairs 
2. Gave them authority to validate the message 
3. Gave them physical provisions by having the people who receive them provide sustenance and 

shelter. 
4. Gave them proper expectations – there will be some who reject you. 
5. Gave them what they should say in response to rejection. 
6. Gave them the message, “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

Verse 13 gives us a status report on their activity. 

Verses 14-29 is a parenthetical telling of the fate of John the Baptizer. 

Verse 30 picks up where verse 13 left off. Jesus receives the report and then leads them off for rest because 
the workload was so full that they did not have a good opportunity to eat. 

Jesus has them go away in a boat to a secluded place, probably for a good meal. 
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MARK 6:14-16 

It is important to keep the ministry of Jesus and the Twelve in mind when picking up in verse 14. In fact, 
most agree that this was the pinnacle of the fame and success of Jesus. In Luke, we have the chronology. 
Luke 9-10 tells that the apostles are sent out, the feeding of the 5,000, the seventy sent out, teaching, and 
small but growing opposition. Then in Luke 11, the Pharisees launch their plot to accuse Jesus of casting out 
demons by the power of Satan.    

Jesus’ fame had reached all the way to Herod. When Herod heard…, heard what? The text says the name. 
The word name is “ὄνομα onoma.” This is not only a person’s proper name but “the name is used for 
everything which the name covers, everything the thought or feeling of which is aroused in the mind by 
mentioning, hearing, remembering, the name, i.e. for one's rank, authority, interests, pleasure, command, 
excellences, deeds, etc.” Herod heard the full report of this person, Jesus of Nazareth, and the rumor that 
Jesus is John the Baptizer risen from the dead (Luke 9:7-9). Other people began to speculate and discuss 
who Jesus is. Some say He is Elijah; others say He is like one of the prophets.  

This creates an obvious dilemma. If Jesus were any one of these three choices, then, as Jews, they 
should have paid attention to Him. But instead, Herod reacts in fear. 

The thought that Jesus was a resurrected John the Baptizer or Elijah or one of the prophets continues 
throughout Jesus’ ministry (Mark 8:27-29; Matthew 16:13-16; Luke 9:18-20). 

Why is Elijah significant? 2 Kings 2:9-12; Malachi 4:5-6; Luke 1:11-17 

MARK 6:17-29 

The account of the death of John the Baptizer is very straightforward. The content gives the back story, 
intents and desires of the interested parties, and the eventual request that sealed the death of John. 

In Mark, we have a very truncated account of John (Mark 1:4, 14-15). We do not read that John had been 
executed, but Chapter 6 mentions the fact and then explains what happened. Read Mark 6:17-29 

1. John confronts Herod for marrying his brother’s wife, Herodias.  
a. Why is John concerned? 
b. During the time of John and Jesus, Israel was still under the Law. 
c. The Law was the means for blessing and cursing. 
d. The leader of the Jews had a responsibility to maintain the Law; otherwise, curses can come 

upon the entire population for the sins of the leader. 
e. Leviticus 18:16, 20:21 

2. Even though John was confronting Herod with this immoral act, Herod likes listening to John. 
3. Herodias wanted to put John to death; her impulses and mood were indeed murderous. 
4. Herod was afraid of John and counts him as a holy and righteous man and kept him safe (probably a 

form of house arrest). John was not free to go and preach but was protected. 
a. The Jews of that day were a mixture of those understanding the judgment of God and those 

being superstitious. 
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b. It is recorded later that Herod lost a significant battle in Judea, and, according to Josephus, 
the Jews blamed Herod for the military loss because he had John beheaded. 

5. Herod was perplexed (ἀπορέω aporeō), meaning to be filled with doubt. He was at a loss what to do 
in the matter of his wife’s well-known purpose, being perplexed because his desires were divided. 
On one hand, he sympathized with her wish, yet because of his respect for John, could not be 
brought to the point of killing him. 

6. A plan takes shape and John’s head is demanded 
a. Was this conceived from the onset or did Herodias take advantage of the situation? 
b. The concept of being pleased is attributed to lust, but the word does not mean that, although 

that may be the implication in this text. 
7. Herod reluctantly has John executed. 

a. Herod’s weak constitutions are revealed. 
b. He could have refused, citing it as an inappropriate request. 
c. Instead, he gives in to Herodias, not wanting to appear weak in front of the military leaders. 

8. John’s disciples retrieved the body and buried it and reported it back to Jesus (Matthew 14:12). 
9. In Matthew 11, Jesus has an ode to John. We will cover that soon on Wednesday.  

CONCLUSION 

Why is this account here? 

The section opens with the fame of Jesus and how it was rumored that He is John raised from the dead. 
John did no miracles, but the supernatural activity of Jesus is attributed to John being resurrected. 

It is natural for the writer, or for Peter, to explain in this context what happened to John. 

But we cannot dismiss the visceral rejection of Jesus in Nazareth and the fact that John is beheaded in 
close proximity.  

Remember that rejection of those who should have known better and acceptance among those who we 
would not expect is a theme of this chapter.  


