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 Review: 

Jesus was not only proclaiming the kingdom and displaying His identity and authority as the Messiah 
through His words and works, but He was also preparing His apostles. His purpose was to establish them as 
the spiritual leadership in Israel because the current shepherds had oppressed and disheartened the people. 
Of all of His disciples, Jesus chose twelve; but one was a devil and would eventually betray Him, handing 
Him over for money to be killed. After choosing the Twelve Apostles, He gives them instructions. 

Review of Matthew 10:5-20  

They were given a targeted audience; they were to keep the message and their ministry strictly to the 
descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

This is not the lost tribes; this is not the people of Israel who are lost. 

The lost sheep of the house of Israel is a statement of God’s judgment against the Pharisees and the scribes 
and a decree that God is sending out His workers into Israel to regather them and shepherd them. 

This is in conjunction with the message, “the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” They were to do the job of 
John the Baptizer, the one Jesus took up when John the Baptizer was put into prison. The apostles were to 
go to the lost sheep of Israel and shepherd them, have them change their minds about the nature of God, the 
Law, and the coming Messiah, returning to YHWH their God. 

They are to do the works of the Prophet, demonstrating that their message is from God. The Pharisees and 
scribes had no authority and no power, so the apostles’ message is genuine because of their accompanying 
supernatural credentials. 

In verses 9-15, we see the instructions given to them as they went from city to city. They gave the message 
to the city, and they were either accepted or rejected. Any physical provision was to be given to them by the 
people that accepted the message. They were given food and shelter as they were in that city. 

In 16-20, we see the spiritual provisions given to them as they are to give a defense of the message. This is a 
spiritual provision God gives them as they are given instructions by the Holy Spirit. 

Difficulties: 

Read Matthew 10:16-23 

In the last lesson, we observed this passage as a reflection of the provisions of God. But we need to 
readdress this passage because it is also in the context of difficulties. In verse 15, there is a transition to a 
future tense.  

Verse 15 is clearly an end-of-age judgment. 
Verse 17 – two future indicative verbs – They will hand you over; They will scourge you 
Verse 18 – one future indicative verb – You will be brought 
Verse 19 – one future indicative verb – it will be given  
Verse 21-22 – There are five future indicative verbs 
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We must ask to what time Jesus is referring. We will answer this at the end.  

In verses 16-18, we see that Jesus tells them that there will be opposition. Opposition and the response of 
the apostles (and God) is the main theme for the rest of this chapter. They will be surrounded by enemies, by 
people who will take advantage of them, by people who would destroy them, by people who hate them 
because they proclaim the gospel of the kingdom.   

How should they respond? Be shrewd - this means intelligent, prudent. The root of this word is a 
thinking word. The indication in this text is that they are to be aware and careful about those who have 
ill intentions toward them and even avoid those who are trying to prevent them from proclaiming the 
truth (Matthew 10:23). 

Be innocent - unmixed, pure, free from the stain of the world. In context they are not to act like those 
who are evil, rather they are to remain unmixed with the world’s system. 

How will God respond? Verse 20 – God will enable them and speak through them to respond to those 
who are trying to prevent the proclamation of the gospel of the kingdom of God.  

Read Matthew 10:21-22 

In Matthew 10:16-36, we see the nature of truth in opposition to the enemy’s system. The world system 
hates God. Those who are following the vile and false message of the Pharisees will hate those who teach 
the truth and proclaim the message of God. 

The truth is so contrastive to the false message of the world that this will drive a wedge between family 
members. Throughout history, it has always been an axiom that nothing can separate brothers or parents 
or children. No matter how bad a person is, they are still family. 

But here, brother will betray brother to death. Children will rise up against parents to death. 

The truth of the gospel of the kingdom of heaven is so divisive that people are willing to kill for it. 

This is not a general truth. This is a truth in Israel, and it has principles in any country that is 
authoritative in nature. If a society is oppressive, God’s truth of hope, eternity, and love is hated because 
it means that the authoritarians do not have control. 

But, as we have seen, generally in a free society, God’s truth does not pose a threat. This is one of the 
main reasons that, over the years, there has been violent and deadly opposition to truth. But we in 
Western civilizations have enjoyed peace while proclaiming the truth. We are beginning to see that 
many places that were free to proclaim the truth of God’s word have become more authoritarian, and 
therefore God’s Word is suppressed and met with violent resistance. 

In Israel, there were two main reasons for resistance. The first is that the society was authoritarian and 
oppressive. The second is that the religious leaders were also the political leaders. To oppose their 
teaching was a challenge to their power. 
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In verse 22, we have two future indicative verbs. The first is you will be hated. The second is you will be 
saved. The first is simply an axiom, an undeniable truth. The second is conditional based upon endurance.  

There is a way to say, “they will hate (3rd Person Future Active Indicative)” In Matthew 24:10, there is 
an example of this. What does it mean that hate is the participle to “εἰμί eimi” and in the Future 
Indicative? When “εἰμί eimi” is invoked in place of the main verb, it indicates an emphasis on the reality 
of the situation. 

Although there is no article, this participle functions as an adjective. In English, this can be rendered, 
“You will be the ones being hated.” Or if Yoda is your preference, “the hated ones you will be.” 

As a reminder, this is an axiom to the apostles in Israel; this is not a promise to all believers at all times. 
This does not mean that a believer who proclaims the truth will not be hated. We can see that this is both 
a possibility and a reality in Acts, the Epistles, and history. It is just not a guarantee. With that in mind, 
we must also take the next statement in its textual and historical context. 

The second part of verse 22 indicates that there is a condition to being saved. The one who endures to 
the end will be saved. The promise of “saved” is directed to the ones who endure to the end. 

Saved from what? 

A few reminders. 

1. The context of Matthew is the kingdom of heaven. 
2. Hebrew prophecy dictates that Jacob’s Trouble precedes the Messianic kingdom. 

a. In the time of Jacob’s Trouble, only the Remnant will be saved. 
b. Isaiah 10:20-23 
c. Isaiah 1:5-9 
d. Jeremiah 23:5-6, 30:5-7 
e. Joel 2:30-32 

Matthew 10:22 is in the context of the immediate time before the Messianic reign. If that time were 
to have occurred then, the apostles would have needed to endure to the end to enter into the 
Messianic reign as non-glorified humans (as opposed to dying and entering in as resurrected saints). 
If they did not endure, they would have died in the day of Jacob’s Trouble because only the faithful 
remnant would survive. 

Mark 13:3-4, 12-13 

Matthew 24:9-13 

Luke 21:17-19 

Did these things happen to the apostles? Yes! But the prophecy of the remnant is reiterated here and 
the difficulties that happened to the apostles will also happen to the remnant during the time of 
Jacob’s Trouble. 
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The promise that those who endure to the end will be saved is a repetition to anyone in Israel during 
the day of Jacob’s Trouble. This is not a warning/promise to the church or anyone during the 
administration of the church in the economy of grace. 

Verse 23 seals this understanding because the instruction concludes with “you are not finished (with) the 
cities of Israel until the Son of Man comes.” This does not mean that when they finish with their mission 
then Jesus will come back. This means the mission for the apostles and later with the witnesses in the day of 
Jacob’s Trouble is in perpetuity until the Son of Man comes.  

Conclusion: 

Is there a principle found in this text that can be applied to the church? 

In the Epistles, there are instructions and promises about difficulties during this present evil age. 

But similarity does not equal transference. For those who are persecuted in this age, what does God say 
about endurance and what does it lead to? 

James 1:2-4, 12 

1 Peter 2:20, 4:15-16, 19  

Revelation 2:8-10 


