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Review: 

As believers, we have assurance, having been called. As believers, we are the ones who have been loved 
and are perpetually being loved in Father God. As believers, we are the ones who have been kept and are 
perpetually being kept in Jesus Christ. As believers, we are the called. 

The request for mercy, peace, and love to be fully realized for the original readers is a request for all 
believers as well. 

I do not see any evidence in this letter or others that this request is for physical provisions. Rather this is 
predominantly for a spiritual provision. 

There are times in the history of the early church when mercy and peace were demonstrated to others 
as God’s help. But we, in this economy, do not expect physical mercy from God. But we do expect 
spiritual mercy from God when the need arises. If God grants physical needs, then that is extra. 

Notice that the request is that they experience it fully, but it does not say from God. Who has God 
appointed in the administration to show mercy, peace, and love? Fellow believers. If we have the mind 
of Christ, knowing that God has given us mercy, shown us love, and granted us peace, then we should 
do all that we can to do the same for others as His representatives. 

Outline: 

1. Introduction (1-3) 
A. Assurance for believers – called, beloved, kept, mercy, peace, and love (1-2) 
B. Change of theme from common salvation to fighting for the faith (3) 

2. Identification of the enemy (4) 
A. False teachers have slipped in 
B. Irreverent people who change grace to sensuality and deny Jesus Christ 
C. Decree of judgment 

Initial Purpose of the Letter: 

The initial occasion for a letter from Judah is one of understanding and encouragement about “our 
common salvation.” The main grammatical point is that there is an article – “the common of our 
salvation.” To what is this referring?  

Common is “κοινός koinos” which means that which is shared and belongs to all in generality. 

Salvation is “σωτηρία sōtēria.” Whenever we see the word saved, we must ask “from what?” The context 
of the salvation is not discussed.    

I think it is the observation that Peter made.  Acts 11:1-17; 1 Peter 1:1; 2 Peter 1:1 
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Since it is “κοινός koinos,” and since we have Peter, who heavily influenced Jude, stating that there is a 
commonality between the Jew and the Gentile regarding being saved and like faith, I believe it is safe to 
conclude that Jude was going to write about the commonalities of what Jews and Gentiles share regarding 
salvation. 

What do Jews and Gentiles share regarding salvation? 

1. Salvation is by grace through faith (Romans 3:27-30). 
2. Every believer has the blessing of Abraham (Romans 4:13-17; Galatians 3:6-9). 
3. Every believer has a guaranteed inheritance (Romans 8:16-17). 
4. Every believer will be glorified with Christ (Romans 8:28-30).  
5. Every believer is now part of the administration of the Church (Ephesians 2:11-3:10). 

What is different? 

1. The Jews have a promise of a restored Israel. 
2. They will be ruling and reigning in Israel 
3. God will bring them into perfect harmony with His Truth and Law 
4. All of their children will know the Lord 
5. All the nations will honor them as the Chosen Nation of God 

More Earnest Issue (Change in Purpose): 

Even though Jude wanted to discuss this issue, He observed a more pressing one – to fight for the faith. 

Jude is appealing to them (παρακαλέω parakaleō). He is calling them to his side, and he desires that they 
content earnestly with him. Jude is role-modeling for them and desires them to fight with him. 

Contend earnestly is one word (ἐπαγωνίζομαι epagōnizomai). This is a compound word. “ἀγωνίζομαι 
agōnizomai” means to strive, compete, fight (1 Corinthians 9:25; Colossians 1:29; 1 Timothy 6:12; 2 
Timothy 4:7). Jude is unique in that he combines it with the prefix “epi” which intensifies an already strong 
word. This is why the translators add “earnestly.”  

What are they to join Jude in fighting for? The faith. Faith is “πίστις pistis,” a noun, and it has an article for 
clarity.  This is the content of the doctrines of God’s revelation to man. What God intends for us to believe 
is that which we could not derive on our own. 

 
The summation of the content of the basic doctrines: 

1. God exists in a tri-unity of the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
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2. The Bible (66 Books) is the Word of God, inerrant in the original autographs. This is the authority, 
and all other forms of authority must yield to the truth in Scripture.  

3. The Bible must be read and understood in a normative, grammatical, and historical manner. 

4. God created everything in six literal days, and it was good. 

5. Man sinned against God, giving over the dominion of the world to Satan (we are all equally guilty 
of sin and rebellion). 

6. God chose to have mercy for fallen man by providing a means of forgiveness and obtaining His 
righteousness which was planned and implemented before the foundation of the world. This has 
always been by grace through faith. 

7. God chose to carry out these promises through the nation of Israel to whom He made direct 
promises as delineated in the Hebrew Scriptures. Certain promises are to Israel alone. 

8. Jesus Christ is the provision of God for reconciliation: 

a. Jesus is the God who has become flesh by means of a virgin birth. 

b. Jesus lived a completely sin-free life. 

c. Jesus died on the cross for sin, rose again on the third day, and ascended to the Father. 

d. Jesus has promised His eternal life to anyone who believes in Him. 

i. Jesus is the God who gives life. 

ii. Jesus died for our sins and was resurrected. 

iii. Jesus promises to provide His eternal life as a gift. 

9. The life of the believer begins with growth to spiritual maturity by grace through faith, and then 
that person has the opportunity to honor God and be used by Him in ministering to others in 
doing good and abstaining from sin.  

a. In doing so, believers will be rewarded. 

b. If not, there is no condemnation, but there is a lack of what could have been enjoyed. 

10. Jesus is coming again to restore Israel and this world, first in the Millennial Reign and then in the 
Eternal Realm where all sin, pain, and death will be obliterated. 

The faith is also modified by the words handed down. This is a participle which means it was given from 
one person to another. The destination is the saints. And this is “hapax,” once for all.  This means that the 
Bible is unique in that it is the only revelation of God and therefore, is true and accurate. 

In Jude, certain persons have slipped in (Acts 20:29-32; 2 Peter 2:1-3). This is not unexpected, previous 
passages speak of it as a warning. In Jude, it has happened. Who are they? They are false teachers. This is 
not a person with an incorrect doctrine but one who is purposely trying to lead God’s children into sin. 

Next week we will see who these false teachers are and to whom they are compared. 


