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 Review: 

Jesus, as he was proclaiming the kingdom and displaying His identity and authority as the Messiah through 
His words and works, He was also preparing His apostles. His purpose was to establish them as the spiritual 
leadership in Israel since the current shepherds have oppressed and disheartened the people. 

Jesus had hundreds of followers, and during the early stages of His ministry, not all were believers. Of those 
hundreds, Jesus chose 12 to be His direct representatives. Of those 12, one was a devil and would eventually 
betray Jesus, handing him over for money to be killed. After choosing the Twelve Apostles, He gives them 
instructions. 

Overview of the Instruction:   

Location (5-6) 

What to Proclaim (7) 
What to Perform (8) 

What Provisions to Take (9-20) 
Difficulties They will Have (21-39) 

Reward (40-42) 
Review of Matthew 10:5-8:  

They were given a targeted audience; they were instructed to keep the message and their ministry strictly to 
the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

This is not the lost tribes; this is not the people of Israel who are lost. 

The reference to the lost sheep of the House of Israel is a statement of God’s judgment against the Pharisees 
and the scribes and a decree that God is sending out His workers into Israel to regather them and shepherd 
them. 

This is in conjunction with the message, “the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” They were to do the job of 
John the Baptizer and the job that Jesus took up when John the Baptizer was put into prison (Matt 3:1-2, 
4:12, 17, 23, 9:35; Acts 19:4). The apostles were going to the lost sheep of Israel and shepherding them, 
having them change their minds about the nature of God, the Law, and the coming Messiah, returning to 
YHWH their God. 

They are to do the works of the Prophet, demonstrating that their message is from God. The Pharisees and 
scribes had no authority or power, so the apostles’ message is genuine because of their accompanying 
actions. 

Reexamine “Do as Jesus Did”: 

Matthew 10:8 - Jesus empowers the disciples to do the works He was reported to have done Himself in 
chapters 8 and 9. The three classes of miracles demonstrate authority over physical ailments (over a disease 
thought to be uncurable (leprosy), over spiritual forces and spiritual oppression, and over death itself. 
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Matthew does not describe how they obtained the ability to do the things they were instructed to do. Mark 
gives a one-line reference to this (Mark 6:7); Luke also gives insight into Jesus’ instruction (Luke 9:1-2, 6). 
The method of giving power and authority is not discussed. Even when the 70 are sent out in a like manner, 
how the ability was given is not recorded. 

In Matthew, there is no indication of their success. However, in Mark and Luke, there is information (Mark 
6:12-13, 30; Luke 9:10; 10:17). After Jesus dies, is resurrected, and ascends, the apostles healed the sick, 
cast out demons, and even raised the dead in the name of Jesus (Acts 9:40-43, 20:8-12). 

As we proceed, let us remember that their mission was not the mission for every believer at that time nor is 
it for every believer in history. Eventually, their mission will change. 

The Prophet’s Provisions: Matthew 10:9-15 

Jesus tells the that are not to take any provisions. Nothing to buy and take nothing for substances. The 
reason is found in verse 10. 

Verse 10 - “For the worker is worthy of his support” 

The conjunction for (gar) is an indicator of reason. We can begin by asking why should the Twelve not 
take any provisions? “Because…” 

The worker “ἐργάτης ergatēs” is not the same as a believer (Matthew 9:37-38; 1 Timothy 5:18;              
2 Timothy 2:15). The worker, regardless of the economy or the administration, is worthy of his wages. 
This is never equated to simply a believer or even one who gives the gospel to his friends but to one who 
has decided to make the ministry of God his job, his primary focus. 

The apostles are hand-picked ministers, proclaimers, and prophets who have left their primary employ to 
go out as Jesus dictated, and He is promising them that they would be provided for as they go. 

Also, there is a Jewish concept here. This was to differentiate them from the Pharisees. They were to 
avoid even the appearance of being engaged in other business when every waking moment was to be 
in service to God and the furtherance of the gospel of the kingdom of heaven. 

This kept them focused and they also avoided the appearance of being engaged in something less 
than the service of the Lord. The Pharisees had no viable opportunity to accuse the Apostles.  

Worthy “ἄξιος axios” is not, in and of itself, a godly term. What one is worthy of is determined by the 
context. 

1. weighing, having weight, having the weight of another thing of like value, worth as much 
2. befitting, congruous, corresponding to a thing 
3. of one who has merited anything worthy, in either a good or bad sense (Luke 23:39-41) 
 
There is a value set to the work, and as they work, they were to be compensated. 
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By whom? Did manna come from heaven? Were their bodies supernaturally sustained? In verse 11, 
Jesus instructs them to inquire who is worthy of receiving the prophets. To stay in a house was not 
simply a place to sleep, but that the house in which they stayed was obligated to see to their needs. 

In each village, some people were known to be able and willing to receive a prophet. 

This type of language and this type of provision were not only in Israel but a known custom in the 
ancient world (Acts 16:14-15). 

Support is “τροφή trophē” this is a word that means food, nourishment (Matthew 3:4). The 
compensation that the Apostles were to accept was only substances.   

Verses 11-15 – Here, we have instructions from Jesus about how to interact with the population of the city 
or village. As stated, who is the one that you all say is worthy? As you enter that house, they are to preach 
the gospel of the kingdom and do the signs that are associated with the message (verses 7-8). This is what is 
meant by give it your greeting. 

“ἀσπάζομαι aspazomai” literally means to “draw to oneself.” The context of the word is about the 
message that they were to give.  

The apostle is going to evaluate the house. “If the house is worthy” means they have received the apostle 
and have responded appropriately to the gospel of the kingdom. 

The if is a third-class condition; the answer to the question is uncertain. A household that received 
that message not only received the apostles but prepared itself to receive the King. Therefore, the 
apostles should give that household their peace.  

This is in opposition to judgment. Before the kingdom is the judgment. To give peace is to declare 
that they will be safe in the judgment leading into the kingdom of heaven. On the other hand, if that 
house was not worthy, they were to take back their blessing of peace.  

If they do not receive the gospel of the kingdom, then they were to withdraw and disassociate from 
that city. Shaking the dust off their sandals meant that they were removing themselves from any 
responsibility for their impending judgment.  

Verse 15 makes this clear. We have a comparative (more tolerable). That means there are levels of 
judgment. It will be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah than for those who reject the gospel of 
the kingdom. How this takes effect is not given to us. But we can say that, in the day of judgment, it 
will be worse for some.  

This pronouncement is reiterated by Jesus Himself (Matthew 11:20-24). 

If we read the cross-reference, we will see how it all comes together and pieces that may seem to be in 
Matthew are resolved in Luke (Luke 10:1-12). 
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The Spirit of the Father will speak through you: Matthew 10:16-21 

In verses 16-20 we have the difficulty set before them and the provision given to them by God. 

Verse 16 - They will be surrounded by enemies, by people who will take advantage of them, by people who 
would destroy them, by people who hate them because they proclaim the gospel of the kingdom.  How 
should they respond? Do not focus on the serpent and dove, but rather on the shrewd and innocent.  

Shrewd - φρόνιμος phronimos – means intelligent, prudent. The root of this word is a thinking word. 
The indication in this text is that they are to be aware and careful about those who are ill-intended 
toward them and even avoid those who are trying to have them captured (Matthew 10:23). 

Innocent - ἀκέραιος akeraios – unmixed, pure, free from the stain of the world. In context they are not to 
act like those who are evil, rather they are to remain unmixed with the world's system and its tactics. 

Verses 17-20 – We do not have any examples of this in the Gospels, but this does not mean that it did not 
happen. We do have examples of this in Acts, but that does not mean that this is the first time the situation 
occurs. Jesus is not only enabling them for the moment but also training them practically for the time after 
His death, resurrection, and ascension.  

Let’s observe one example of this in Acts (Acts 4:5-14) 

Conclusion: 

We see that, when God gives a seemingly impossible task to a group of men that are seemingly unqualified 
people, He gives them the tools, the ability, and the provisions to complete the task. 

Luke 22:35 

This does not mean that what Jesus told them in Matthew 10 is the instruction for the rest of their lives. 

Luke 22:36 (1 Corinthians 9:3-11) 

We mustn't take this text as instructive for the church or even applicable. 

Is it possible that we as believers will face some type of persecution? Sure, but there is no provision in the 
Epistles or even in the Book of Acts that would indicate that all believers are to not worry about their 
response to accusers because the Holy Spirit will speak through you. 

Instead, as workers, we prepare ourselves to learn and understand what the Holy Spirit says through the 
Word of God, the Bible. 1 Corinthians 10:13 – What is the way of escape? What is the method of you being 
able (have the ability) to endure it? 

It is through the truth and hope in Jesus Christ in the eternal scope of our lives. We can resist the temptation 
to sin under the pressures of this world because we have at our fingertips everything we need for life and 
godliness.  

We have more than the apostles did. Will we use it to prepare ourselves for any pressure? Will we use it to 
withstand the temptations in our lives every day?  


