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Outline: 

1. Introduction (1-3) 

A. Assurance for believers – called, beloved, kept, mercy, peace, and love (1-2) 

B. Change of the theme from common salvation to fighting for the faith (3) 

2. Identification of the Enemy (4) 

A. False teachers have slipped in 

B. Irreverent people who change grace to sensuality and deny Jesus Christ 

C. Decree of judgment 

Opening of the Letter: 

The letter starts as a typical biblical letter. Jude introduces himself and identifies his audience. Paul, James, 
and Peter all address their letters in a similar fashion (1 Timothy 1:1-2; James 1:1; 2 Peter 1:1-2). As with 
most letters by others, Jude begins by giving a definitive marker of his identity. 

He first begins with his name, but as we said, it’s not Jude but Judah (Ioudas). 

Then he further identifies himself as a bond-servant of Jesus Christ. 

Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ δοῦλος – the word for servant is a predicate nominative and indicates a renaming of the 
subject. Jude names himself “doulos.” Jesus and Christ are in the genitive, indicating either a 
possessive or objective. After further consideration, including the word order, I am convinced this 
indicates a more possessive point. 

Not that bond-servant of Jesus Christ is wrong, but I would prefer the translation of Jesus Christ’s bond-
servant. This drives the point that Jude belonged first and foremost to Jesus Christ. This is a very 
humble statement. 

Bond-servant – δοῦλος doulos is the word slave. A slave regardless of how one became a slave they are 
at the full service of the master. What the master says the slave does without question and without 
fail. This word does not describe the intricacies of the relationship between master and slave, and 
unfortunately, the history of the world has an automatic negative connotation with the word slave. 

 Since it was already well established in the Law of Moses that kidnapping and buying a kidnapped 
person was forbidden (Exodus 21:16), therefore, for slavery to be in the context of Scripture as not 
an evil thing, it must mean that the person was not forced into slavery. 

Sometimes in the ancient world, people would willfully sell themselves to a wealthy benefactor so 
they and their families would survive. Sometimes, if someone did something beneficial for another, 
especially saving their life, they would dedicate themselves to that person as their slave. 
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A king, since he was master over all the people, is often seen as the master, and the slaves are the 
willful citizens of that king.  

Nowhere in Scripture does it say that a person must become a slave of God or Jesus Christ to be 
saved. In fact, Paul makes it clear that as believers, we are to willfully submit to God and be slaves 
to righteousness and not slaves to sin (Romans 6:11-16). 

Jude, then, is not an unwilful slave to Jesus Christ, but a willing participant as a slave of Jesus Christ 
and willfully becomes the possession of Jesus Christ. 

And brother of James 

ἀδελφὸς δὲ Ἰακώβου – brother of James is an accurate translation, but I want to point out the 
conjunction. It is “de.” This is a conjunction that has a slight contrast. Instead, Jude is placing a low 
priority on being the brother of James, but it is an obvious indicator of Judah’s identity. 

To those who are the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ: 

Precision is key. So let us examine this closely. 

In this text, we have an article the, then it is followed by three adjectives. Two of the adjectives are 
actually participles. The article works with all three words. Notice that they are all in the Dative Plural 
Masculine declension. 

The first participle is beloved “ἠγαπημένοις ēgapēmenois,” a is the Perfect Passive Participle of 
“ἀγαπάω agapaō.” Perfect tense means the action has been completed and the results are 
perpetual. The translation in English of the perfect voice is difficult. Rendered out to its fullest 
thought – To the ones having been and perpetually are being loved in God the Father 

Kept is “τηρέω tēreō” also in the– 

The NASB has “for Jesus Christ.” There is no particle. The “for” is interpretive of the Dative. 
There is an “in” connected to Father God, and I believe that the lack of a particle is Judah being 
concise and “in” is better understood.  

Kept in Jesus Christ 

What does that mean? “τηρέω tēreō” means to be held, secured, and protected.  

This is also in the Perfect Passive Participle – to the ones that have been secured and 
protected and are continually secured and protected in Jesus Christ. 

What is being secured and protected? This is often thought of as physical provision. Rather, 
this means keeping with eternity in mind (1 Thessalonians 5:23). Likewise, what we have is 
also secured and protected with eternity in mind (1 Peter 1:4). Just as it is in Jude, both uses 
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of “τηρέω tēreō” are in the passive voice. If we or our inheritance are being kept, then we 
have no part in it.  

There are five uses of “τηρέω tēreō in Jude.” 

Verse 1 – who are being kept in Jesus Christ (Passive) 

Verse 6 – they did not keep (Active), He has kept them in eternal bonds (Active) 

Verse 13 – The black darkness is kept for eternity for the false teacher (Passive) 

Verse 21 – the only prescription of “τηρέω tēreō” in Jude (Active Imperative) – keep 
(preserve and protect) yourselves in the love of God. 

Called – “κλητός klētos” is the adjective form of “καλέω kaleō.” This is an adjective, with the article 
“the” this is a naming of the intended audience. This is not what to do but who they are. Paul uses 
this adjective several times  

Romans 1:6 – called of Christ Jesus 

Romans 1:7 – called saints 

Romans 8:28 – to the ones being called in accordance with His purpose 

1 Corinthians 1:2 – called saints 

1 Corinthians 1:24 – the called 

There is a calling (Galatians 1:6; Ephesians 4:1), it is the gospel, the good news of Jesus Christ 
calls out to all people. Those who believe in Jesus are responding to the calling. Those who 
respond to the calling are called the called.  

Church is also rooted in “καλέω kaleō” – “ἐκκλησία ekklēsia” 

Jude then expresses a desire – May mercy and peace and love be multiplied to you. 

ἔλεος eleos - kindness or goodwill towards the miserable and the afflicted, joined with a desire to help 
them. Mercy, along with grace, is one of the means for initial salvation (Ephesians 2:4; Titus 3:5) but is 
also further provision in our lives. Mercy is often associated with God permitting people to participate 
in His activity (Romans 8-11; 2 Corinthians 4:1) as well as help for the believer in time of great need 
(Philippians 2:25-27; Hebrews 4:16).    

εἰρήνη eirēnē – peace in many forms and ideas (internal and external). Peace with God is obtained 
when we believe (Romans 5:1). But this does not mean that we have the peace of God. That is 
obtained as we take on the mind of Christ and dwell upon His truth, doing in accordance with His truth 
(Philippians 4:4-9). 
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ἀγάπη agape – an unconditional and unidirectional desire for and activity for the benefit of another. 
Love is the basis for God’s grace, mercy, and offer of peace (Ephesians 2:4-5) and it is because of His 
love that Jesus was sent to die for our rebellion and sin (John 3:16; Romans 5:8). Love is also the 
instruction to believers – love Jesus Christ and love the brethren, i.e., fellow believers (1 John 3:23, 4:7-
21). The goal of instruction and doctrine is love (1 Timothy 1:5). 

Now that we have “the what,” let us look at what Judah desires. 

πληθύνω plēthunō – The word is used to demonstrate increase, multiplied (offspring), and to the 
fullest possible outcome. 

1 Peter 1:2; 2 Peter 1:2; Acts 9:31 

The verb is in the Aorist Passive Optative. Passive indicates a received action, the Aorist indicates a 
point in time, but with the Optative, this indicates an urgent request. The Optative is a mood that 
expresses deep desire. Jude wants all the recipients to have mercy, peace, and love be experienced 
to the maximum level. 

Conclusion: 

Jude was not written to us, but the content was preserved for us. Because of the consistency of the words 
used for all believers, we can be sure that this opening statement can be directly applied to us as well.  

As believers, we are the ones who have been loved and are perpetually being loved in Father God. 

As believers, we are the ones who have been kept and are perpetually being kept in Jesus Christ. 

As believers, we are the called. 

Judah’s request made for his audience is also repeated several times in other letters. Therefore, we take 
the request of mercy, peace, and love to be fully realized in our lives as a request for all believers as well. 

I do not see any evidence in this letter or in other letters that this request is a physical provision. Rather, 
this is predominantly requested as a spiritual provision and predominantly recorded as a spiritual 
provision.  

There are times mercy and peace are demonstrated to others in history as God’s help in the early 
church, but we in this economy do not expect physical mercy from God. But we do expect spiritual 
mercy from God when the need arises. If God grants physical needs, then that is extra. 

Notice that the request is that they experience it fully, but it does not say from God or from God 
directly. Who has God appointed in the administration to show mercy, peace, and love? Fellow 
believers. If we have the mind of Christ, knowing that God has given us mercy, shown us love, and 
granted is peace, then we as His representatives should do all that we can to do the same for others. 


