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Harmony of the Resurrection 

And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and 
rolled back the stone and sat down on it.  

Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices that 
they might go and anoint Jesus. And on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking 
the spices they had prepared. And as they went, they said, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the door 
of the tomb?” (for it was very large). But when they came within sight of the tomb, they saw that the stone 
had been rolled back. And they went in and found not the body of the Lord Jesus. 

Then Mary Magdalene hurried away to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus especially 
loved, and said, “They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid 
Him!” And the other women entered the tomb and saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting over on 
the righthand side, and they were amazed and alarmed. 

“Do not be afraid,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen and is 
not here. See, here is the place where they laid Him. But go and tell His disciples and Peter that He will go 
ahead of you into Galilee, and you will see Him there, as He told you.” 

While they were still amazed by all of this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling garments; and the 
women were afraid and bowed their faces to the ground. But the men said to them, “Why are you seeking the 
living among the dead? He is not here but has risen. Remember how He told you while He was still in Galilee 
that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified, and on the third day 
rise.” And they remembered His words and departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy. They 
returned from the tomb and told all these things to the eleven and to all the others. But their words seemed to 
them as an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 

Peter and the other disciple set out for the tomb, hurrying along together. But the other disciple outran Peter 
and, arriving first at the tomb, peered inside and saw the linen winding cloths lying there, but did not go in. 
Then Simon Peter arrived and went inside the tomb and saw the linen winding cloths lying there, and the 
napkin which had been around his head—not lying with the linen winding cloths but wrapped round and 
round and lying in a separate place. Then the other disciple, who had arrived at the tomb first, went inside and 
saw these things and believed (for as yet they had not understood the scripture, how that it was necessary for 
Jesus to rise from the dead). Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

But Mary stood before the tomb and wept. As she wept, she peered inside the tomb and saw two angels in 
white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain—one at the head, and one at the feet. “Woman,” they said, 
“why are you weeping?” “Because they have taken away my Lord,” said Mary, “and I know not where they 
have laid him.” Then she turned around and saw Jesus standing there but was not aware that it was Jesus. 

Jesus said, “Why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” “Sir,” said Mary (supposing him to be the 
gardener), “if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 

“Mary!” said Jesus. Mary turned to Jesus and cried, “Rabboni!” (that is to say in Hebrew, “Master!”). 
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“Do not hold on to me,” said Jesus, “for I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brethren and tell 
them, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God.’” 

Then Mary Magdalene went away to the disciples and said, “I have seen the Lord!” and told them the things 
He said to her. When they heard that He was alive and that she had seen Him, they did not believe it. 

Results and Implications for Unbelievers 

The resurrection of Jesus has a great implication for everyone. A person who is not a believer is still 
impacted by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

1. Evidence and validation of the claims of Jesus.  

a. Both believers and unbelievers know that the truth of Jesus Christ rests upon the resurrection 
of Jesus.  

i. Dennis Prager has stated that he does not believe in the resurrection, and if he did, he 
would be a Christian. 

ii. If Jesus did not literally rise from the dead, then we are wasting our time. 

iii. His resurrection is testified by many of the first century (1 Corinthians 15:4-8). 

iv. We do not have the time to deal with the evidence this morning, but we will make 
this statement to conclude the evidence: the resurrection of Jesus Christ is the most 
attested event of ancient history. There is more evidence of the resurrection of Jesus 
than of His birth or His death. 

b. The resurrection demonstrates that Jesus was the Son of God, a claim of divinity (Romans 
1:3-4). 

c. Jesus raised Himself from the dead (John 2:19, 10:18), along with the Holy Spirit and the 
Father (Romans 8:11, Galatians 1:1)  

d. The resurrection means that the death of Jesus Christ was efficacious to pay for sins (1 
Corinthians 15:17). 

e. The resurrection revealed His power over death (Romans 6:9, 1 Corinthians 15:50-57). 

2. Stumbling block – The resurrection is what separates believers from unbelievers. One can 
understand and appreciate the death sacrifice of Jesus, but the resurrection is hard (Acts 17:18, 30-
32) 

3. The fact of His resurrection is the basis for the resurrection of saved and unsaved, the saved to peace 
and safety, the unsaved to destruction and judgment (Daniel 12:2, Revelation 20:12-15). 

Results and Implications for the Church 

The resurrection of Jesus has a great implication for everyone and especially believers. Other than the 
validation of the truth, the resurrection also demonstrates more. 

1. The resurrection is the basis of our imputed righteousness (Romans 4:25). 
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2. Identification with His resurrection means that sin has no mastery over us and that we can now 
function in our identity in Christ (Romans 6:4-11, Colossians 3:1-4). 

3. In His humanity, Jesus proves He is the source of life. Because He lives, the members of His body 
live also. (John 11:25; 1 John 5:11-12) 

4. It is the source of our ability in the function of the administration of the church, of which He is the 
head (Eph 1:19-23) 

5. The resurrection of Jesus is the example and proof that our body also will be resurrected to glory 
(Romans 8:23, 1 Corinthians 15:20-23, Philippians 3:21)  

Results and Implications for Israel 

The resurrection of Jesus has a great implication for everyone and especially Israel.  

Jesus is the Messiah of Israel. But Israel has rejected her Messiah-King. They put Him on the cross to 
destroy the King of Glory, but God used it for victory instead of defeat.  

When Jesus rose from the dead, it was evidence that Jesus was the Davidic King that God promised to 
David in 2 Samuel 7:12-16; It is by the resurrection that Peter says that this promise has been fulfilled (Acts 
2:22-32).  

To Israel, Jesus is the Messiah who will rule. The promise of an eternal kingdom meant that the King must 
be both human and eternal. That can only happen if the Messiah-King is resurrected from the dead. The 
Messiah’s resurrection of the dead is the source of hope for Israel (Acts 26:6-8). 

The cross established the New Covenant for Israel, and the resurrection guaranteed it.  

Every effort made to teach the importance of Christ’s resurrection is inadequate. But when the human mind 
contemplates the truth regarding the death and resurrection of Jesus, it becomes more in alignment with the 
truth of God. 


