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Harmony of the Gospels 

Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethpage and the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 
disciples, saying, "Go into the village just ahead, and you will immediately find a donkey tied and a colt with 
her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say, 'The Lord has need of them,' and 
he will send them at once." 

Now when Jesus drew near and beheld the city, he began to weep over it, saying, "If only you knew, today, the 
things on which peace depends! But now they are hidden from your sight. For the days are coming when your 
enemies will cast a rampart about you and surround you on every side. And they will dash you and your 
children to the ground and will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not recognize the time 
of your visitation." 

Then the disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them and brought the donkey and the colt and spread 
their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them.  

Luke 19:36-38 – As He was going, they were spreading their coats on the road and began to praise God 
joyfully with a loud voice for all the miracles which they had seen, shouting: "BLESSED IS THE KING 
WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!"  

John 12:12-19 

Now all this happened in fulfillment of the word of the prophet: 

Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Behold, your king is coming to you— 
meek, and riding upon a donkey, and upon a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
 

Then some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, "Master, rebuke your disciples!" 

"I say to you," replied Jesus, "if these were to hold their peace, the very stones themselves would shout." 

Then the Pharisees said among themselves, "You see? There is nothing you can do. Look! the whole world is 
running after him." 

And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred, saying, "Who is this?" 

"This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee," the crowds replied. 

And Jesus entered the temple. And when he had observed everything, he went out to Bethany with the twelve, 
for it was already late in the day. 

This is not the first time coming to Jerusalem. This time was unique in that He knew he was coming to die. 

***Map of Jesus' journeys 
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Who was proclaiming Hosanna? Who laid down palms and coats and praised Jesus as He was entering 
Jerusalem? It was not the people of the city. The crowd had followed him from Bethany through Jericho and 
down to the Mount of Olives, and as He was riding, this crowd did and said these things. Jerusalem was stirred, 
but they did not recognize the day of their visitation. 

This is not a triumphal entry. There is no victory here, but there is the fulfillment of prophecy. 

Immediately after entering Jerusalem, Jesus cleansed the temple. Still, some who believed came to Him, but the 
crowds were more interested in hearing Him; they investigate but do not believe. In a few days’ time, the crowd 
in Jerusalem would be yelling, “Crucify Him!” 

This explanation is to clarify thoughts that I used to have: 

1. I thought that the crowds of Jerusalem welcomed Him then turned on him. 
2. Almost all of Jesus’ activity took place outside of Jerusalem. 
3. Jerusalem heard of the miracles but had not seen them. 
4. Jesus is followed into Jerusalem by the disciples and crowds. 
5. Once in Jerusalem, Jesus teaches, answers questions, and challenges but does no miracles. 
6. The only record of palm branches being used is John. 
7. The single purpose of this account is to fulfill prophecy. 

a. Matthew 21:5 
b. John 12:14-15 
c. Zechariah 9:9 

The prophecy of Zechariah emphasizes the first advent of the Messiah, not the second.  

The second advent is the conquering King riding on a white horse with eyes of fire and vengeance in His gaze 
as He enters Jerusalem. He enters as the King who slaughtered the enemies of God and Israel. He strikes down 
nations and rules with a rod of iron, and with righteousness, He judges both Israel and the world. 

The first advent is the meek, gentle, loving, saving, Lamb of God who did not come to judge but to save. 
Because they did not understand or believe that He was/is the Son, they rejected Him as Messiah and sentenced 
Him to die, not for blasphemy but because they were jealous, they did not want to lose power. 

Instead of Palm Sunday, this should be recognized as the Entry of the Peaceful King. But they did not recognize 
Him. All the signs that He did, all the prophecy that was fulfilled, and the amazing teaching (wisdom and 
authority) had no sway over them.  

Here is the challenge.  

Today has nothing to do with palms; it is not about trying to mimic what they did. Rather the challenge is not to 
do what Jerusalem did. We have everything, the entire scope of Scripture from beginning to end. We have all 
the testimonies of Jesus, and we have the prophecies of Jesus. But do we recognize that this Jesus is the Son? 
The Creator God who came in the likeness of man to save me? 

Or are we going to be just interested, curious, but never deal with the evidence, just like Jerusalem did?  


