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REVIEW 

Last week, we saw how Peter, through Mark, demonstrates to the Hellenistic Jews in the Diaspora that Jesus 
is the Messiah in the way Jesus taught in parables. 

We must remember that Jesus had already taught in a very straightforward manner multiple times and in 
multiple places. The crowds that were following Him had both believers and unbelievers. Jesus’ disciples 
were also taught in parables, but they were given explanations of each. The unbelievers were taught in 
parables, but the explanation was withheld from them to demonstrate that they would not come to Jesus. As 
expressed in the last lesson, the purpose of parables is as follows: 

The primary reason Jesus used parables is to fulfill prophecy (Matthew 13:35). 
Secondly, Jesus speaks in parables to demonstrate that those who are not seeking Jesus will not 
understand His words (Mark 4:10-12). 
Third, to demonstrate the grace of God to the disciples as Jesus explains the deeper things of God (Mark 
4:33-34). 
Finally, Jesus uses parables as memorable stories to teach vital truth.  

MARK CHAPTER 4:21-34 

In this section, we have two (three? four?) parables, all in the same context of the sower and the soils.   

All of these “parables” are about the gospel of the kingdom of God and the work of those who proclaim the 
message of the kingdom offer as Jesus did. God appointed Jesus’s disciples to proclaim the message of the 
kingdom to Israel. Jesus was training them, but He also gave them some inside information about their work 
while also bewildering the unbelievers in the crowds.  

Jesus was talking in code to the disciples, and the unbelievers in the crowds were left there dazed and 
confused. Eventually, the unbelievers did not tolerate the parabolic teaching (Mark 4:33).  

Verses 21-23 – This section comes on the heels of the parable about the sower and the soils. It is a simple 
truth—the one who has light does not hide the light but places it in a place to let it shine to its maximum 
potential. If they understand more, then they should seek to spread the light they have. The gospel of the 
kingdom is not to be held and hoarded for themselves, but they are to use it for the benefit of others.  

Do not take a metaphor and stretch it out. There is a point that is made, and that is where metaphors 
need to remain. Having light is understood in other passages as doing good, But in Mark 4, it relates to 
the message. 

What is shrouded in darkness will be seen clearly when the light is brought to it. 

What is in darkness? The gospel of the kingdom is what is used to expose the darkness. Therefore, 
we must keep it in that context. The primary darkness that is exposed is the false teaching of the 
Pharisees and scribes. 

Verses 24-25 – This section is stated in connection to the light being proclaimed. The listener is responsible 
to evaluate the message. The first statement is literally “Be careful what you hear.” The word hear is not 
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just what sounds you can hear but is understood as what you heed in your hearing. Be careful which 
messages have an impact on your understanding. In Israel, there were many messages and Jesus is warning 
them to heed only the truth.  

The statement about “more will be given to those who have and those who do not have more will be 
taken from him” sounds very confusing. 

The simple read must be understood in the response to light. If you receive the light, you will receive 
more light. If you reject the light, then you are in darkness and will travel further into darkness. 

Verses 26-29 – This is clearly a parable. This is the only parable that is unique to Mark. The story that is 
told is clear. The sowers plant the seeds but how they grow is a mystery to him. The sower also must wait 
until the plants are mature, then the crop is harvested. 

So, in what way is this statement like the kingdom of God? We can make presumptions, or we can let 
Scripture interpret Scripture. The two parables in verses 26-32 are in the immediate context of the 
parable of the sower and the soils. Because these two parables do not have their own explanation, they 
must be understood in that context. These parables work together. 

The parable of the seed is connected to the seed that was sown in good soil. The seed is the message 
of the kingdom (this is a message to Israel, not to the world and not to the church).  

The seed is planted, and it grows. The sower does not know how it grows and has no control over the 
growth. Verse 28 has been overanalyzed by many into various understandings. Do not make this 
difficult. This is simply a parable about the nature of seeds and the patience of the sower in waiting for 
the seeds to demonstrate which soil is good. Once the disciple proclaims the word, then it is up to the 
one who hears to respond to the message. After some time, the proclaimer may see some results. 

The concept of the blade, the head, and the fruit is not to be taken as the hearer going through a process. 
This is not about the process of the seed growing but about the sower being aware that it may take time 
before a message has an impact. 

Verses 30-32 – This is the parable of the mustard seed. This parable is also in the context of the sower and 
the soils and is about the kingdom message growing into a large plant. This parable is in Matthew 13 and 
we’ll be discussing it fully with all its problems and poor interpretations. 

For now, we will summarize the parable. The message of the kingdom is such a small seed that you 
would not think it would produce much, but the message can and does have a large effect once it fully 
grows. 

Verses 33-34 – The conclusion of this section is the same as how it began (Mark 4:2) but adds that some did 
not hear it, and the disciples received an explanation. 

Christology 

Jesus is the Messiah. He demonstrated His authority, His ability, and His mystery. 


