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REVIEW 

Mark is “the good news (gospel) of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” As Luther said, this is the topic of the 
entire account of the life of Jesus Christ. 

The message of the Messiah in Mark is the good news to national Israel about the Kingdom of God to 
Hellenistic (Greek-speaking) Jews in the Diaspora so that they would have a record of the words and works 
of Jesus the Messiah. 

Mark 1 – Introduces Jesus in His authority over illness and demons. 

Mark 2 – Transitions to Jesus having authority over sin, the Law, and the sabbath. 

Mark 3 – Jesus begins to expand His ministry and opposition grows 

Next, we have Peter, through Mark, taking his next snapshot into the life of Jesus, speaking of the parables 
that Jesus taught. 

MARK CHAPTER 4 - OVERVIEW 

This chapter is very clear in its intent and its divisions.  

1. Parable of the Sower and the Soils 
2. Why Speak in Parables 
3. Explanation of the Sower and the Soils 
4. Parable of the Lampstand 
5. Parable of the Seed 
6. Parable of the Mustard Seed 
7. Conclusion on Parables 
8. Jesus stills the Sea 

PARABLES OF THE GOSPELS 

The parables of Jesus are highly studied and documented. There is debate about some of the accounts being 
parables. Being very permissive as to what is a parable, there are over 40 different parables in the Gospels.  

In Mark, there are only a few parables: 

1. Mark 2:21-22 
2. Mark 4:3-9 
3. Mark 4:21-23 
4. Mark 4:26-29 
5. Mark 4:30-32 
6. Mark 12:1-12 
7. Mark 13:33-37 

Only one of the parables is unique to Mark. There are 15+ unique parables each in Matthew and Luke. 
Some argue that John 10 is a parable, but I disagree, leaving John with no parables.  
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What does this analysis tell us? Mark is not written to expose all the content of the parables. The fact that 
Jesus speaks to the people in parables is the main point in Mark. 

PARABLES  

Nature  

παραβολή parabolē – Literally, that which is thrown alongside. In the lexicons we have: 

1. something that serves as a model or example, pointing beyond itself for later realization  
2. a narrative or saying of varying length designed to illustrate a truth, especially through 

comparison or simile 
a. a variety of illustrative formulations in the teaching of Jesus 
b. used once as a proverb (Luke 4:23) 
c. used twice as a type (Hebrews 9:9, 11:19)  

The typical usage in the Gospels is that of a story that has truth associated with the content.  

Parables are about a common situation or something recognizable to demonstrate a spiritual reality. 

Purpose 

The primary reason Jesus used parables is to fulfill prophecy (Matthew 13:35). 

Second, Jesus speaks in parables to demonstrate that those who are not seeking Him will not understand 
His words (Mark 4:10-12). 

The third is to demonstrate the grace of God to the disciples as Jesus explains the deeper things of God 
(Mark 4:33-34). 

Finally, Jesus uses parables to be memorable stories that teach vital truth. 

Interpretation 

Literal (Normative), Grammatical, Historical (Cultural) — Regardless of the genre, a student of the 
Word always begins with a consistent reading of the text, understanding that the parable is not a real 
story but is metaphorical in nature. 

There is a main point that is usually explained within the text. 

The details may have no significance to the point. 

Many of the parables are grouped to express a contextual point. 

Theology is not built from the details of a parable. 

Parables are not subject to allegorical interpretation.  

Jesus will explain the points if they are intended to be understood.  

We do not borrow Jesus’ use of parables or explanations as a guide to interpreting other parables. 

The parables are not to be interpreted subjectively; the meaning will be plain based on the context. 
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EXPOSITION  

Mark 4:1-2 – Jesus found a way to separate Himself from the crowds to be able to speak freely without 
being smothered (Mark 2:1-2, 3:20). 

He was teaching them many things. The content of Mark 4 is not the entire content of the parables. These 
are a sampling of what was being taught. In Mathew 13, there are seven parables. Those are not necessarily 
all the parables, but each author will highlight the ones that are necessary to fit the purpose of his account.  

The Parable of the Sower and the Soils  

Read Mark 4:3-9 

After telling the disciples, including the twelve, why He was speaking to them in parables, Jesus gives 
the explanation of the parable. 

The parable is not about the sower but the soils.  

Four different soils: 

1. Beside the road 
2. Rocky places 
3. Thorny places 
4. Good soil 

The seed is the word, the message. What message? Matthew 13:19 – The message of the Kingdom of 
God. The word was going throughout Israel, and there were many who were initially glad to hear it. But 
as time moves forward, many will dismiss the message and eventually reject the Messiah and the 
message of the Kingdom of God. 

This message to disciples has a few points: 

1. Not the sower but the soil 
2. Satan is working against the Kingdom message 
3. Initial gains do not mean full acceptance in Israel 

What this is not: 

1. This is not a message about evangelism for eternal life 
2. This is not to the church 
3. This is not about who is saved and who is not 

We can take some principles such as the message does not change and that acceptance is not dependent 
on the proclaimer. But the context must remain about Israel and the Gospel of the Kingdom. 

 


