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Introduction: 

Matthew is not written to Gentiles; Matthew is not written to the church; Matthew is written to Israel. 

Chapters 8-9 are a collection of works that Jesus did. They are not in chronological order, and they do not 
rise in intensity. Rather these are a collection of miracles, statements, and other actions that demonstrate 
Jesus as Messiah (Matthew 8:27, 9:33, 35). 

Matthew 8 – Review 

If I were to break up Matthew into chapters, this chapter would not end with Jesus leaving the country of the 
Gadarenes. The miracles in chapter 8 continue to 9:8. Then in Matthew 9:9-17, there is a conversation with 
the Pharisees. 

In chapter 8, we have a list of amazing and clearly Messianic miracles: 

1. Jesus cleanses a leper 
2. Jesus heals without seeing or speaking to the servant 
3. Jesus heals and casts out demons 
4. Jesus calms the sea with a word 
5. Jesus demonstrates power over two men possessed by many demons 

Matthew 9:1-8 – Review 

Jesus uses this situation to not only demonstrate His power over disease, injury, and malformation but to 
demonstrate His authority over the very cause of these afflictions. Jesus had the authority to forgive sins.  

Forgiveness here is not about the eternal destiny of the person. Forgiveness to Israel had to do with the 
removal of discipline, restoring the covenant, healing the land, rebuilding the temple and Jerusalem, and 
furthering the kingdom promises. Forgiveness must be understood regarding the Law and the kingdom 
proclamation. 

The healing is not the most extraordinary miracle, but Jesus did it to demonstrate that He has the authority to 
forgive sins. That was astonishing. 

The crowds, in contrast to the Pharisees, recognized that Jesus had that authority. The Pharisees were not 
struck with fear and reverence, nor did they glorify God. They did not recognize that Jesus, in His humanity, 
had the authority, given by the Father, to forgive sins.  

Matthew 9:9-17   

The next account is the call of Matthew. Jesus has dinner at Matthew’s house in the company of tax 
collectors and sinners. A few Sundays ago, we discussed this same account in Mark 2:14-22.  

What is a sinner? How do the Jews identify sinners? This has two possibilities. A sinner is someone who 
is overtly living in opposition to the Law (this is how Gentiles are identified); they admit it and have 
given up. One commentator suggests that these are people who have been excommunicated from the 
synagogue due to sin or political reasons. 
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We made the observations that it is amazing and graceful that Jesus first came to deal with sinners. He 
did not go to the religious leaders first, and even Paul wrote about this fact (1 Timothy 1:15). 

In verse 13, Jesus quotes Hosea 6:6 – The NASB misses on the translation of “ דֶסֶח  hesed,” which means 
steadfast love, mercy, or kindness. In the LXX, it translated “ἔλεος eleos,” which means mercy. Jesus is 
not instructing them to study this verse but to understand it based upon His actions. Jesus is doing what 
the religious and political leaders should have been doing.  

The question about fasting was answered a few weeks ago when we studied Matthew 6 and Mark 2. 

Fasting was not prescribed in the Torah, but it became part of the Israeli culture. The point of fasting 
was not an act of righteousness to the Lord alone, but it was a community-based or a national call to 
return to the Lord and prepare for the Messianic period. 

Fasting was not simple a prohibition against eating, but also a call to care for the poor and share 
provisions. 

Fasting was an act of national mourning or done in sadness for national sin. 

Within Pharisaic Judaism, fasting became an act of self-abasement to be seen as pious.  

In Mark, Jesus answers the question about fasting with a metaphor. “No one fasts while the bridegroom is 
present, but while he is away (mourning).” 

This metaphor does not really make sense to most of us because we do not have the cultural or historical 
understanding. We do not have a culture where the two betrothed individuals are separated while the 
groom goes to prepare their lives. But we can understand how that circumstance would cause the 
betrothed to be sorrowful and, in their culture, fasting was often performed as a sign of mourning.  

As a point of clarification, we do not mourn over Jesus. The church has joy and hope in the Lord. Israel 
should be in mourning because they have neither the Law nor their Messiah. 

Remember Jesus is not bringing a new understanding of the Law but a proper one. Jesus is not telling them 
to put aside the Mosaic Law. He came and fulfilled the Law. He kept the Law, but He kept it as it was 
intended. 

Therefore, Jesus is not telling them to take on this new teaching and forsake their Mosaic Law, rather He 
is challenging them to understand the true intent of the Law. They needed to put aside their old 
misconceptions about the Law and adjust to the truth.  

If they wanted to understand and follow Jesus in the principle of fasting, they needed to match their 
understanding with the true nature of the Law and the prophets. 

This is not about the old and new covenants; this is not a new interpretation of the Law; this was a 
counter to what the Law had become in Israel, and to Israel it was new. 
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Matthew 9:18-38 - Several Examples of Healing 

The account is very straightforward. It is always important to put the actions of Jesus in context. Jesus was 
speaking to His disciples as usual, and during one of these instances, an official named Jairus approaches 
Him (Luke 8:40-42).  

This ruler, probably breaking protocol in his leadership position, comes and makes a request of Jesus to 
come and heal his daughter who has died, was dying, or it is an absolute certainty that she will die. While on 
the way to heal the official’s daughter, a woman who had a hemorrhage for twelve years came and touched 
Jesus’ cloak. She, understanding the power and authority of Jesus, considered that if she just touched Jesus’ 
cloak, she would be healed. 

The statement by the woman was an “ἐάν ean” with a subjunctive verb (touch). This is a third class 
conditional. There are many ways to understand this construction. If the statement is doctrinal, it can 
mean cause/effect or correlation between the two statements. There are circumstances that the text 
indicates that the entire scenario is a possibility (Matthew 8:2). There is nothing in the text that indicates 
simply touching Jesus or his clothing would heal. 

But Jesus healed her knowing that she believed that He was capable of this healing.  

This woman’s sickness was stated as having (blood flow) a menstrual period for twelve years; it made 
her continually unclean under the Law (Leviticus 15:19–33)—a social and religious problem in addition 
to the physical one. If she touched anyone or anyone’s clothes, she rendered that person ceremonially 
unclean for the rest of the day (Leviticus 15:26–27). Because she rendered unclean anyone she touched, 
she should not have even been in this crowd. This woman could not touch or be touched, she had 
probably never married or was now divorced, and she was an outcast to society. 

Mark 5:25-34; Luke 8:43-48 – These accounts give more details. This is a unique occurrence for a 
purpose. God permitted healing based upon her presumption. Jesus used this situation to call attention to 
her and the healing based upon her understanding.    

Jesus heals even though, in the eyes of the public, this would mean that He had contracted ritual 
uncleanness and He continues in the understanding of Hosea 6:6. God desires mercy over sacrifice. She 
should have been shown mercy and Jesus demonstrated the love of God rather than being unclean.  

After being interrupted Jesus continued onto the house of Jairus to heal his daughter. Now that Jesus had 
arrived, it was declared to the official (Luke 8:49-56) and to Jesus that the girl had died. Jesus tells the 
crowd to disperse telling them that she had not died but was only sleeping.  

This causes the crowd to jeer at Jesus, but He simply walks in and tells the girl to get up. She gets up, 
astonishing the crowds.  

Was Jesus lying about the girl sleeping? This is a reference to the resurrection. Physical death is not the 
end of life (Matthew 27:52; John 11:11-12, 21-27; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). Everyone will live forever; 
it is the location that changes. Death is separation. Eternal death is separate from God who is the life.  
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Even though we count this as a resuscitation and not resurrection (she would have died later), this is a 
picture of resurrection and the power that Jesus has as the resurrection and the life. 

Jesus then heals two blind men. He asked them if they believe that He is capable then did as they believed. 
Touching them was not necessary as we saw in Matthew 8. Faith is not necessary for Jesus to heal. But as a 
testimony that Jesus is the Son of David, He asked for a declaration of understanding and believing. 

Finally, a mute demon-possessed man was brought to Jesus, and He demonstrates authority over the demon 
and heals the mute man. When He spoke, the crowds are amazed. But opposition to Jesus was rising; the 
Pharisees were counteracting Jesus to the people by declaring that He was casting out demons by means of 
the ruler of demons. This opposition will come to a climax in Matthew 12 and will continue through the 
crucifixion of Jesus.  

Alright, we get it! Jesus can heal anything, do anything, has full authority. This is just a list of examples, 
perhaps some of the most public displays of power and authority. But as it states in verse 35, Jesus did this 
all over Israel, through all the cities and villages. But all this had a purpose—to have the kingdom message 
proclaimed and the people to believe in Jesus (36-38). 

This leads us into the choosing of the Twelve and their instruction in chapter 10.  


