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EPHESIANS 6:10-20 - REVIEW 

We are at war, a war that is spiritual in nature. This war is not mystical. The battle wages around us with 
attacks that we normally do not recognize as attacks. We know our true enemy. The Devil, that is Satan, has 
many minions that carry out this warfare. 

The main categories of attack are: 

1. The System of Pride 
2. Doctrinal Error 
3. Overt Sin 
4. Direct Persecutions 

Direct persecution is not what is discussed here. 

The other three are system related. The world has its values; the system pressures us into succumbing to its 
way of viewing life and what it is that will make us happy and successful.  

In response to this, God gives us what we need to withstand the attacks of this world. In this text, we are 
instructed to be highly enabled by God by putting on and taking up all the tools of warfare. The instruction is 
to stand firm (used 3 times). This is not an offensive word. Standing firm means that you are guarding and 
protecting that which you have or is entrusted to you. 

OUR RESOURCES 

What is the armor of God? Is it God’s personal armor that He is lending? The “of” can be possessive or 
objective. The context will determine the difference. In this context, we do not see anything about God using 
or taking off the items and giving them to us. However, Isaiah 59:15-20 mentions some of these pieces of 
armor. Notice that translators indicated Deity in who has these pieces of armor on. It is generally accepted 
that the Holy One of God, the Messiah, is depicted, and His righteousness and salvation are depicted as armor.  

I do not want to make a big deal about this, but it certainly indicates that what Jesus clothes Himself with is 
what we are told to use as well. I think it is safe to conclude that these are the tools that God has determined 
for us to use, and He gives us the ultimate example in Jesus. 

Normally, theologians will focus on the qualities of the metaphorical armor pieces. They will tell you what 
the belt does, how the shield quenches fiery arrows, why the helmet is so important, and how the sword is a 
short, easily handled defensive and offensive weapon. However, the imagery is designed to bring 
remembrance; it does not function as the literal armor counterpart. For example, righteousness does not 
practically guard the major organs (our emotional sensitivities), and salvation does not guard the mind.  

What God is providing is found in what we are to put on or take up. 

Truth –  

ἀλήθεια alētheia – used over 100 times in the Greek Scriptures. Used in every book except four (1 
Thessalonians, Philemon, Jude, Revelation). The Gospel of John uses this word 25 times, and 1 John 
uses this 9 times. No other book has more than 8 uses, with most having between 3-6. John is primarily 
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concerned with identifying and validating that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. This is the primary 
truth. 

Truth is sourced in the Word of God (John 17:17). 

The Word of God is communicated through the Holy Spirit to the apostles (John 15:26, 16:7, 13). 

Jesus Christ is the Truth (John 14:6). 

Paul uses the word truth to mean in opposition to the lie of this world (Romans 1:25, 2:8; 2 Corinthians 
4:1-4). It is vital to understand that truth is not experiential, subjective, or debatable. Truth can only 
be determined by someone who knows everything and every possible thing; only then can one 
determine what is true. We do not have this capability, so we must rely upon one who does. 

This is the plight of man. Do you have the right source of truth? How would you know? What is the 
test? First, if the proclamation is true, it will not be false. Historical data, geography, and scientific 
data will be consistent and never unprovable. But the ultimate test is prophecy (Isaiah 47:8-10). 

The consistent and perpetual claim in Scripture is that there is one God, one Creator; there is no other. 
This creator God is existent in three; the Son became flesh, and Jesus is the Son. 

The truth is expanded in the proclamation of the gospel (Ephesians 1:13). Salvation is a gift of God 
through Jesus Christ; by grace you have been saved. 

Righteousness –  

Definition/conclusion – In nearly all sources, the word group indicates “that which is right.” This 
speaks to morality, civility, criminality, ethically, and religiously (before God). But who is the 
evaluator? 

Four aspects of right  

God’s – With respect to character, God is transparently holy and righteous in all His acts. When 
combined with love, His righteousness results in grace. God’s righteousness is ever absolute and 
perfect to infinity: “In him is no darkness at all.” God’s righteousness is seen in two ways: (a) He 
is righteous (James 1:17; 1 John 1:5), and (b) He is righteous in all His ways (John 3:18; Romans 
3:25–26). 

Man’s – This kind of righteousness shows its inadequacy before God and is worthy only of 
judgment (Isaiah 64:6; Romans 3:10, 10:3; 2 Corinthians 10:12). 

Imputed – The imputed type of righteousness is not God’s attribute as if that were bestowed on 
man or human goodness in any form. This is what the believer is deemed to have, being in Christ. 
Jesus Christ is the righteousness of God, and the believer is identified with Christ at the moment 
of believing (2 Corinthians. 5:21). 
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Righteous acts – behavior that is righteous conduct as instructed in Scripture and is typified not 
only as doing the right thing for the right reason. Loving others, emphasizing God (giving the 
gospel, teaching others about God), good works as delineated in Scripture. This does not make a 
person right before God but is seen by God as acts that are in alignment with His righteousness. 

The Gospel of Peace – 

This is only the only place where the gospel of peace is used. According to Romans 5:1, we have peace 
with God, having been justified by faith. There is certainly a peace that comes from an understanding 
of the good news of being reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:18-21; Isaiah 52:7). 

The verb “preaching the good news” with peace is used in this letter (Ephesians 2:13-19). In this 
context, peace is the reconciliation between Jews and the nations into one new entity in Jesus Christ, 
the administration of the church is a “gospel of peace.” 

Faith – 

This is not a shield of confidence, a shield of believing, or a shield of trust. In the Greek text, there is 
an article—shield of THE faith. The faith is the content of biblical doctrine.  

The doctrines of God give us the content to defend ourselves from the most dangerous attacks of the 
system of Satan and the world. 

Salvation – 

Most of the time when we see salvation, we think of being saved from hell to heaven. This is only the 
tip of the iceberg. Salvation encompasses much more. 

Salvation refers to: 

Initial reconciliation with God (Ephesians 2:8-9; 1 Timothy 1:15) 

Our being taken up prior to the wrath of God that is to come (Romans 5:9-10; 1 Thess. 5:8-9) 

The glory of our eternal destiny (Romans 13:11; 2 Timothy 2:10, 4:18) 

Israel’s redemption (Romans 10:1, 11:26) 

Word of God – 

ῥῆμα rhema, not “logos” – This is not to be overly emphasized. The word of God is either written or 
spoken. Regardless, it is the revelation of God and is what we study to learn and grow in all aspects.  

However, if we review the “rhema of God” passages, we do notice one consistent concept (Romans 
10:17-18; 1 Peter 1:25; Jude 1:17). This is the message of God proclaimed and spoken out loud for 
others to hear (1 Timothy 4:11-13). 
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PRACTICAL APPLICATION 

Clearly, all these tools for warfare are connected; all of them are either referring directly to Scripture or are 
contained (defined, described, understood) in Scripture. And when we understand each tool, we can clearly 
see how we can use them for defending ourselves against the system of the world, the devil. 

Truth – The more we understand the truth of God through His word the more we can detect lies and 
falsehoods. We will not become doubtful because we will know the truth, and we will be free from this 
world of lies, hate, and death. 

Righteousness – One of the snares of the Devil is to fall into reproach, to be blamed for immoral actions. 
If we understand who we are, then any accusation should not cause us to waiver in guilt or doubt (Romans 
8:31-34). But if we act righteously as we are deemed to be righteous, then the false accusations of the 
Devil will not hold, and we will not discredit the Lord or His message.  

The Gospel of Peace – We have peace with God, not because of who we are or what we do but because 
of the sacrifice of Jesus and the grace of God. We should never be concerned about our standing with 
God. Also, the gospel of peace as a reconciliation between Jew and Gentile in the church means that there 
is no birth superiority in this administration. We can all live and serve God knowing that we all have the 
privilege of serving in God’s administration.  

Faith – The doctrines of God, meaning the content of what we believe, is the primary defensive tool. With 
the doctrines of God Jesus defended Himself against the temptations of the Devil. The more we know 
(great faith) and the better we know it (sharpened faith) the more we can withstand the false doctrines of 
the Devil (Ephesians 4:11-15; 1 Timothy 4:1). 

Salvation – Knowing our eternal destiny is what keeps us from losing heart in difficult times. Regardless 
of our circumstances in this life, we know that we have an eternity to spend with God and fellow believers. 
Even in the most difficult of times, we have peace, comfort, confidence, assurance, and hope. This is not 
because of what we do or how we perform as believers, but because of the promise of God through Jesus 
Christ (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, 5:8-11). 

Word of God – As we go through each day, it is important that we remember and proclaim the truth of 
God to ourselves and to one another. These tools are not meant to be only in the mind, but to be used 
spoken, reminded, and used to comfort and encourage one another. 

 

How did Jesus use these tools to defend Himself? 

 


