
Matthew Chapter 8-9 – Jesus Demonstrates His Messiahship 
“Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel” Part 5 

Book	of	Matthew	–	035	 Beth	Haven	Church	 2022	 1	

Introduction: 

Matthew was not written to Gentiles; Matthew was not written to the church; Matthew was written to Israel. 

Chapters 8-9 are a collection of works that Jesus did. They are not in chronological order, and they do not 
rise in intensity. Rather this collection includes a variety of miracles, statements, and other actions that 
demonstrate that Jesus is the Messiah (Matthew 8:27, 9:33, 35). 

Matthew 8 – Review 

If I were to break up Matthew into chapters, this chapter would not end with Jesus leaving the country of the 
Gadarenes. The miracles in chapter 8 continue to 9:8. Then in Matthew 9:9-17, there is a conversation with 
the Pharisees. 

In chapter 8, we have a list of amazing miracles that are clearly Messianic.  

1. Jesus cleansing a leper 
2. Jesus heals without seeing or speaking to the servant 
3. Jesus heals and casts out demons 
4. Jesus calms the sea with a word 
5. Jesus demonstrates power over the two men possessed by many demons 

Matthew 9 – Overview 

Matthew 9 continues the works that give evidence of the Messiah first established in chapter 8. The first 17 
verses are reiterated in Mark 2, which we saw a few weeks ago during our Christology class. Tonight, we’ll 
look at these verses more intently. 

There are four main sections in chapter 9: 

1. A paralytic has his sins forgiven and is healed (9:1-8) 
2. Jesus calls Matthew and has dinner with tax collectors and sinners (9:9-13) 
3. Jesus explains why His disciples were not fasting (3:14-17)  
4. Several examples of healing (9:18-35) 

Chapters 8-9 conclude with the His disciples going out to the many thousands that have followed Jesus 
to be “harvested.” 

Remember, the main point of Matthew 8-9 is Jesus demonstrating that He is the Messiah through His works 
and His authority.   

Matthew 9:1-8 – The accounts in Mark and Luke give more of the setting in this account. Jesus was at home 
and such a large crowd gathered that no one could get through the door. The four men carrying a paralytic 
are unable to get through the door, so they go to the roof, remove the outer cover, and dig their way through 
the roof to lower the paralytic into Jesus’ home.  

Matthew only shares the details of Jesus’ Messiahship as having authority over sin and illness. The 
setting of this miracle and the dialogue are not necessary to demonstrate Jesus as Messiah. 
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What does it mean that Jesus saw their faith?  

First, remember that faith is a noun (person, place, thing, idea). Faith is not confidence or trust. It is 
the doctrines that are believed (or intended to be believed). Literal translation “And Jesus seeing the 
faith of theirs….”  Jesus had been proclaiming the message and these men understood and believed 
that Jesus is the Messiah and can heal any injury or illness. 

Is tenacity faith? No, but their faith coupled with a sense of urgency led them to be tenacious. 

The idea of seeing faith is only captured in this account (three books, same account). Did Jesus have 
some divine insight? The text does not record that seeing their faith was such, but it cannot be ruled 
out. The readers should understand that those who knew who Jesus was also knew that only He 
could assist them. They did what was necessary to present the man to Jesus.  

This account is a testimony about the few who believed in contrast to the Pharisees and scribes who 
call Jesus a blasphemer. They cannot discount the actions of Jesus, but Jesus’s words and authority 
are something they cannot understand. This comes to a pinnacle in Matthew 12, where their disbelief 
is emphasized and finally the leaders of Israel attribute Satanic power to the working of the Holy 
Spirit of the Father. 

In response to their belief in Jesus as the Messiah, Jesus responds first by speaking to the paralytic, 
“Your sins are forgiven.”  

We looked at forgiveness “ἀφίημι aphiēmi” back in February. Like in Matthew 6, the word is used in 
the context of both debt and trespass; this means the definition of “ἀφίημι aphiēmi” is “to release 
from legal or moral obligation or consequence.” 

In Matthew, this Greek word is used 47 times, but the word is used only translated “forgive” 17 
times. 

Let’s review the uses of “ἀφίημι aphiēmi” as forgiveness.  

Matthew 6:12-15, 12:31-32, 18:21-35 

In the rest of the Gospels, this word is used 127 times with 25 times meaning forgive. In Mark 
and Luke, all of the uses parallel Matthew. The only time it is used in John is in 20:23. 

None of these verses indicates equality with eternal life or justification before God.  

Some may argue that these usages have eternal ramifications (eternal life or justification before 
God), but it does not say it clearly. 

Is forgiveness of sin a result of believing in Jesus and having been granted the gift of eternal life? 
Yes, it is. But there is also forgiveness regarding Israel and the coming kingdom. 

Numbers 14:1-10, 19; Joshua 24:14-21; 2 Kings 24:1-4; 2 Chronicles 7:12-14; Jeremiah 31:31-
34, 50:20; Daniel 9:15-19. 
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In each and every one of these accounts, the eternal destiny of the person or people is not in 
question. Forgiveness to Israel had to do with the removal of discipline, restoring the covenant, 
healing the land, rebuilding the temple and Jerusalem, and furthering the kingdom promises. 

In Matthew 9, this is obviously not national forgiveness, but this statement must be understood 
regarding the Law and the kingdom proclamation.  

The statement to the paralytic that his sins are forgiven demonstrates two points.  

1. Jesus had the authority to forgive sins, indicating that He is the Messiah, God in the flesh. 
2. The restoration of Israel is available if Israel would repent (change their minds), believe 

in Jesus as Messiah, forsake their sins, and can call upon Him. 

Did the paralytic believe in Jesus and consequently have eternal life, being born from above? 
Yes, but that is not the question in this passage. 

To demonstrate that Jesus has the authority on earth to forgive sins, He asks them a question.  

The question is rhetorical. Then to complete the point, He heals the paralytic, where the man gets up 
immediately, picks up his pallet, and leaves. 

What did this demonstrate? That Jesus, the Son of Man, has the authority to forgive sins. The 
miracle is not the most extraordinary miracle, but because it demonstrated that Jesus has the 
authority to forgive sins, this was astonishing. 

We know this because of verse 8. 

Matthew 9:8 – Now when the crowds saw, they were struck with fear and reverence and glorified God, 
the One who gave this authority to men. 

The crowds – Their response contrasts that of the Pharisees. The Pharisees were not struck with fear 
and reverence, did not glorify God, or recognize that Jesus had this authority given Him by the 
Father.  

What authority was given by God? The ability to forgive sins. 

Again, the Pharisees did not refute the miracle, they denied the authority (Matthew 11:20, 12:13-14, 
22-24, 21:23-27, woes to the Pharisees, 23:37-39). 

Conclusion 

In this account, we see the beginning of the contrast between the believing few and the disbelief, hardening 
of heart, and the leading of the people astray of the Pharisees, scribes, lawyers, and elders of Israel. 

Everything that has been seen and testified about should have led to unanimous belief and repentance. 
Instead, they remained in rebellion, unyielding, and with a sinful mindset. 

In the end, the influence of the Pharisees overcomes the crowds and the majority demand the death of their 
Messiah King even in the midst of the amazing miracles and displays of authority.  


