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Introduction: 

Matthew is not written to Gentiles; Matthew is not written to the church; Matthew is written to Israel. 

Chapters 8-9 are a collection of works that Jesus did. They are not in chronological order, and they do not 
rise in intensity. Rather these are a collection of miracles, statements, and other actions that cover all that 
was necessary to demonstrate Jesus as Messiah (Matthew 8:27, 9:33, 35). 

Matthew 8:1-13 – Review 

In Israel, leprosy was more than a skin disease. It was a physical indicator of a sin issue. Jesus deals with a 
person who has both realized who He is and that his leprosy is a marker of sin. Jesus making him clean 
removes the marker of sin. This infection being cleansed should have been a marker of a prophet or the 
Prophet to the Jewish leaders. 

The centurion’s statement shows he had a tremendous understanding: 

1. The centurion is humble toward Jesus (displaying an understanding of Jesus identity) 
2. “Just speak the word” (displaying an understanding of Jesus’ authority) 
3. “You can heal my servant” (displaying an understanding of Jesus ability) 

What does it mean that the centurion has great, a large amount, of faith? It means that he has an 
understanding that surpasses those in Israel. This centurion knows who Jesus is, knows His authority, and 
knows His ability.  

Cast out into the outer darkness means kingdom exclusion. Those who are excluded from the kingdom are 
sent to Sheol (Hell). In that place, there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Matthew 8:14-17 – He Himself Took Our Infirmities 

Jesus is next recorded as going to Peter’s house and healing Peter’s mother-in-law. The other Gospel 
accounts of this healing give very little additional information (Mark 1:29-34; Luke 4:38-39). The one piece 
of data that is not in Matthew is that Jesus was asked to help her. 

A couple of observations: 

1. Jesus was responsive to the desires of others. 
2. He did not have to touch her, but He did to demonstrate care and compassion. 
3. The woman’s response meant there was an instant healing to the point that she could get back to 

her responsibilities. 
4. That she served Him demonstrates her thankfulness for being healed. 

In the same account, many came in the evening who were both demon-possessed and ill, and He healed all 
of them. Then Matthew states that this was to fulfill prophecy, quoting Isaiah 53:4 (Mark and Luke do not 
contain this commentary). Matthew adds it for a specific reason.  
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Remember, Matthew was written to Jews and Israel about the kingdom of heaven, the Messianic reign, 
and promises of restoration to Israel. Typically, the scholars and theologians attribute Matthew’s 
commentary to Isaiah 53:4. 

Verse 4 is different in Matthew than in Isaiah 53 when we compare the Greek: 

οὗτος τὰς ἁμαρτίας ἡμῶν φέρει καὶ περὶ ἡμῶν ὀδυνᾶται - LXX 

αὐτὸς τὰς ἀσθενείας ἡμῶν ἔλαβεν καὶ τὰς νόσους ἐβάστασεν - GNT  

One explanation is that this is not a quote from the LXX but a rendering by Matthew from Hebrew 
into Greek. Or this attestation is a summary fulfillment of Isaiah (Isaiah 33:21-24). There are many 
indications that the Messiah would heal the people. And perhaps Matthew is giving a general 
fulfillment of a general prophecy.  

Still, I think that Isaiah 53 is the primary focus of Matthew 8:17. Isaiah 53:1-12 – We know this passage 
well; what is this passage about? The main prophecy here is about the sacrificial, atoning death of the 
Messiah. But Matthew does not attribute verse 4 to the cross. 

The problem we have is that we take Isaiah 53:3-4 and give it a spiritual slant. We have made this 
about a spiritual grief, a spiritual sickness, a spiritual affliction of the sin problem. 

It is clear that Isaiah 53:5-6 is about the cross-work of Jesus Christ (1 Peter 2:24-25) and that by 
means of his sacrifice we are healed, but verses 3-4 are never referred to as being spiritual. Only 
Matthew references “ἀσθένεια astheneia” and “νόσος nosos” as a fulfillment of Isaiah.  

ἀσθένεια astheneia, translated infirmities means weakness. The weakness is defined by the context.  

νόσος nosos, translated diseases is accurate, as it means illness or disease.  

If “νόσος” relates to those who were ill, then “ἀσθένεια” is related to those who were demon-
possessed. There is a lot about 1st Century Israel that we do not understand, and there was a spiritual 
conflict that we do not see today. Why were some people demon-possessed and others were not? If 
this correlation is correct, it is because they were susceptible to demon possession.  

This passage entails that the Messiah was there to give Israel relief from their diseases as well as the 
spiritual affliction brought on by the demonic forces. 

In the millennial, Messianic reign, as seen in the Prophets of the Hebrew Scriptures and what is 
prophesied later in Matthew and Revelation, diseases will not present in Israel, and Satan with his 
forces are locked up for 1,000 years. 

Jesus doing these miracles and casting out demons is a precursor to the promises that the Messiah will 
bring when He comes in His glory. Matthew points this out as a fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy.  

Matthew 8:18-22 – Jesus Challenges Those Who Desire to Follow Him 

In response to statements of devotion, Jesus tells the people two things about following Him. First, the road 
is not easy, Jesus’ travels will be uncomfortable, and many nights will be spent without a regular home. 
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Jesus doesn’t warn the scribe not to follow Him, but rather to count the cost before he does. If the scribe 
wanted to be a committed disciple of Jesus, he would need to be willing to be constantly on the move.  

The next warning was that of urgency. The next disciple asks to be permitted to bury his father. This request 
was probably not of one where his father was already dead, but that he wanted to wait until his 
responsibility as a son was over. Most rabbis had long careers; the disciple thought that there would be 
plenty of time to follow Jesus. But Jesus tells him to not wait and to follow Him now.  

The conflict that arises is that some insist that Jesus is telling the disciple to not honor his father. I 
choose not to get into the debate. We know that Jesus is not telling anyone to do what is contrary to the 
Mosaic Law, so we must take this in the spirit in which it is written. 

Is this hyperbolic, meaning forsake the spiritually dead? Is this dealing with the non-biblical Jewish idea 
of a long and ritualistic burial process? I do not think we can discover the answer without speculation. 
What we do know is that Jesus, without sin and without telling the disciple to sin, told him not to delay 
but to follow Him immediately. 

Observations: 

1. Jesus’ disciples started out very numerous but then dwindled as Jesus challenged them even more 
(John 6:60-68). 

2. The result of the warnings is not given. What we know is at the end, very few were with Jesus; and 
at the crucifixion, only John was at the cross. 

3. This is not about discipleship during the church administration. It is possible that learning about 
Jesus, proclaiming Jesus, and living a life like Jesus can result in persecution and difficulty, but this 
is not always the case. 

a. Following Jesus in the church administration does not involve leaving family behind unless 
one desires to do so, but not wives and children. 

b. Following Jesus in the church administration means denying sinful and fleshly desires, but it 
does not mean that you must live beggarly, difficult lives. 

4. This is about the discipleship of the Jews in Israel during the 1st Century. The religious and political 
persecution was a very real threat, and following Jesus had inherent danger. 

5. Jesus’ disciples during this time were not limited to the twelve (Luke 6:12-13), and there were 
seventy sent out at one point (Luke 10:1), and even one of them was chosen by lot to join the 
apostles after the resurrection (Acts 1:15-17, 21-23). 

6. Jesus’ disciples, both the twelve and the others, were taught so that they would be the first among 
many to carry on the teaching and proclamation of the good news of Jesus Christ both to the Jews 
and eventually to the Gentiles. 

a. This proclamation was of reconciliation through Jesus Christ and the preparation for the 
kingdom of Messiah. 

b. Later, the gospel of personal reconciliation before God became dominant as they realized the 
kingdom was not coming during their lifetime and the administration of the church was 
announced and became clearer. 


