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BRIDE OF CHRIST DOCTRINE OVERVIEW 

Christ, the Bridegroom, has sacrificially and lovingly chosen the church to be His bride (Ephesians 5:25–27). 
Just as there was a betrothal period in biblical times during which the bride and groom were separated until 
the wedding, so is the bride of Christ separate from her Bridegroom during the church age. Her responsibility 
during the betrothal period is to be faithful to Him (2 Corinthians 11:2; Ephesians 5:24). At the rapture, the 
church will be united with the Bridegroom and the official “wedding ceremony” will take place and, with it, 
the eternal union of Christ and His bride will be actualized (Revelation 19:7–9; 21:1-2). 

In the eternal state, believers will have access to the heavenly city known as New Jerusalem, also called “the 
holy city” in Revelation 21:2 and 10. The New Jerusalem is not the church, but it takes on some of the church’s 
characteristics. In his vision of the end of the age, the apostle John sees the city coming down from heaven 
adorned “as a bride,” meaning that the city will be gloriously radiant and the inhabitants of the city, the 
redeemed of the Lord, will be holy and pure, wearing white garments of holiness and righteousness. Some 
have misinterpreted verse 9 to mean the holy city is the bride of Christ, but that cannot be because Christ died 
for His people, not for a city. The city is called the bride because it encompasses all who are the bride. 

~ Got Questions? 

The marriage relationship, rightly practiced, reflects many of the ways Jesus loves His people, the church, as 
its husband. 

~ compellingtruth.org 

In 2 Cor. 11:2-3, the virgin is to become Christ’s bride. She is a virgin before she is married. This clearly 
demonstrates that the church is to be presented as the bride to Jesus Christ.  

~ Randy Alcorn 

L.S. CHAFER ON THE CHURCH 

The all-important revelation respecting the true Church is contained in the seven relationships which she 
sustains to Christ, which are:  

(a) the Shepherd and the sheep 
(b) the Vine and the branches 
(c) the Cornerstone and the stones of the building 
(d) the High Priest and the kingdom of priests 
(e) the Head and the Body with its many members 
(f) the Last Adam and the New Creation 
(g) the Bridegroom and the Bride 

The information is found in volume 4. Chafer, in discussing point (g), presents information contrasting 
Israel as the repudiated wife who is to be restored and the church who is a pure virgin.  

Chafer then states that the church, as the bride, attains to an exalted position, using John 14:3 and John 
17:24 to make the point that Jesus had to go to prepare a place because nothing in creation (spiritual heaven 
or earth) is good enough for His bride. 

“The symbolism of the Bridegroom and the Bride as bearing on Christ in His relation to the Church speaks of 
His everlasting and knowledge surpassing love, the unity between Himself and the Church, and the authority 
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and position to be accorded to the Church in ages to come. Major features of truth are typified in the bride 
relationship which could be set forth in no other way. Much of divine blessing is determined for Israel all of 
which is anticipated in her covenants and prophecies; but no covenant or prophecy brings that nation into 
heavenly citizenship or into marriage union with Christ.” 

 

INFERENCES FROM THIS DOCTRINE 

The church is a forever entity. 

The church is the primary focus in eschatology. 

The church has a superior position over Israel in the Kingdom. 

The language of bridegroom and marriage in the Gospels is transferred to the Church (Matthew 9:15, 22:1-
14, 25:1-13; John 3:29). 

The church has a romantic(ish) relationship with Jesus. 

The church must maintain chastity and purity to participate in the wedding feast. 

 

EPHESIANS 5:22-33 – WHAT DOES THIS TEACH US ABOUT THE CHURCH AND JESUS? 

Putting aside the actual lesson of “husbands love your wives” (with the how and the why sourced in Jesus’ 
example), what does this passage tell us about Jesus and the church? Does this passage teach that the 
church is the bride of Christ? 

In this text, the words bridegroom, marriage, and bride are obviously not present. Husband and wife are, 
but neither Jesus nor the church is called either of these terms. The terms husband and wives are actually 
antithetical to the argument that this is about the bride of Christ. In the doctrine of the bride of Christ, we 
are not married until the kingdom.  

The text states clearly that husbands ought to love their wives as Christ loved the church. Nowhere in this 
text does it state or imply that the church is the bride of Christ. 

Paul argued that as a husband is the head of a wife, Christ is the head of the Church. This fits with Paul’s 
teaching that the Church is the body of Christ with Christ Himself as the Head (Ephesians 1:22; Colossians 
1:18). Paul noted that husbands should love their wives as their own bodies because no one ever hated his 
own flesh. One nourishes his body and cherishes; it is this nourishing and care of a husband for his own 
body that Paul used to make the analogy regarding Christ’s care for His Church, i.e., His body (v. 29-30). 
Paul uses Genesis 2:24 not to make a point about the husband/wife relationship or that the Church is the 
bride of Christ but to emphasize the unity and care for the body. Paul declared this was a great “secret” 
(μυστήριον), but he spoke with reference to Christ and His Church (v. 32) not Christ and His bride. 

Paul taught that the Church was the body of Christ (Ephesians 1:22-23; Colossians 1:18, 24) and believers 
become members of His body through the baptism of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:13). This revelation 
was one of the “secrets” (μυστήριον) the glorified Lord revealed to Paul alone. Paul was the only writer of 
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Scripture who taught that the Church was the body of Christ. He declared that, before him, this truth was 
not known (Ephesians 3:3-7).  

In 2 Corinthians 11:2, it is argued that this establishes that the church is a betrothed bride of Christ. When 
we read the context (11:1-6), we see that Paul’s point was to encourage the Corinthians to remain faithful 
to Christ and the gospel. Paul constantly had to defend his ministry–from both unbelievers and believers. 
He was God’s apostle to the Gentiles. Jesus had commissioned him and revealed to him mysteries no one 
else was aware of yet. Paul’s choice of words to the Corinthians, “Present you as a pure virgin” was to 
illustrate his desire for believers not to go astray to other false gospels, idols, or messengers. This does not 
teach that the Church is the bride of Christ any more than Paul taught that he was their mother (Galatians 
4:19) or their father (1 Corinthians 4:15). All of the references to the body are used to demonstrate a truth 
about the nature between us and Christ and with each other. 

So why this emphasis on the bride of Christ? I believe it is because of the tradition that Revelation 19:4-14 
and 21:9-14, that those who return and those who fill the city are the church. Who returns with Jesus? Is it 
those who were the church? Or is all who lived and died as believers from Adam until the end of the 
Tribulation? It says, saints. Are believers who are in the church age the only “holy ones?” (Matthew 27:52; 
1 Peter 2:9-10; Jude 1:14). 

Revelation is the culmination of the promises, prophecies, and covenants made to Israel. All of the 
images and language used are traced back to Hebrew Scriptures, not the Epistles. Revelation contains 
us as saints, but it is about Israel, her Messiah (her Bridegroom), and all that was foretold coming to 
pass. 

There is no reference to the body of Christ by anyone else other than Paul, and the body of Christ, the 
church, is not mentioned in Revelation.  

The ekklesia, the administration of the believers during the Age of Grace, seems to be an earthbound 
ministry. There is no reference to believers who have gone to be with the Lord as being the church, but 
rather the church is the pillar of truth for creation until the believers are removed. 

We use the language that the church will be removed, but the Bible does not say that. It says that we as 
believers prior to the 70th week of Daniel are not destined for wrath and that we will be saved from it, 
that we will be caught up in the clouds, and other monikers. But it does not say that the church will be 
in heaven. I see no evidence that the administration of the church is a forever entity. 

Even if it was, this does not mean that the church is the bride of Christ. I believe that the titles of bride and 
wife belong to Israel, and it is improper for us to claim them. 

 

 

 


