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REVIEW 

Mark begins with “the good news (gospel) of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” As Luther said, this is the topic 
of the entire account of the life of Jesus Christ. 

The gospel is too often limited to “Jesus Christ died, was buried, and rose again.” However, the gospel in 
the four accounts must be taken as the good news of the activity and the message of the Messiah, 
culminating in the sacrificial atonement of the death, burial, and resurrection (and ascension) of the 
Messiah. 

The message in Mark is the good news of the Messiah to national Israel. Remember the target audience is 
the Hellenistic (Greek-speaking) Jews in the diaspora so that they would have a record of the words and 
works of Jesus the Christ. 

Mark 1 begins with the forerunner, John the Baptizer, the heavenly declaration of Jesus in his baptism, and 
the temptation of Jesus (resisting sin in contrast to Adam in the garden). After John is imprisoned, Jesus 
begins to take up his message. Now that Jesus is becoming active in ministry, He begins to call disciples to 
Himself. 

After going about and proclaiming the good news of the Kingdom of God, Jesus demonstrates His authority 
and the validity of that message through the works He performs. The works that Jesus has done so far are: 

Jesus demonstrates authority over the unclean spirits (1:23-27) 

Jesus heals Peter’s mother-in-law (1:29-31) 

Jesus heals many who come to Him (1:32-33) 

Healing a leper (1:40-44) 

MARK CHAPTER 2 

Mark 2 begins where Chapter 1 leaves off. The typical response is “well yeah.” But more so here. Because 
we see in Chapter 1 that Jesus, although from Nazareth, was living in Capernaum. The house that was His 
home (2:1) was probably the home of Mary and His brothers (John 6:41-42, 59). In Chapter 1, we see that 
Jesus began in Capernaum, but in verses 35-39, we see that Jesus leaves Capernaum, and then in Chapter 2, 
Jesus returns. It appears that the setting does not change until Mark 3:7. 

In Chapter 2 we have four main accounts:  

1. A paralytic has his sins forgiven and is healed (2:1-13) 
2. Jesus calls Levi (Matthew) and has dinner with tax collectors and sinners (2:14-17) 
3. Jesus explains why His disciples were not fasting (2:18-22)  
4. Jesus explains the Sabbath (2:23-28) 

The main theme of Mark chapter 2 is Jesus continuing to demonstrate that He is the Messiah through His 
works and authority over sin, illness, and the Sabbath. The authority over the Sabbath continues into 
Chapter 3 through verse 6.   
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Mark 2:1-13 – The chapter begins with Jesus at home and a large crowd gathered so that no one could get 
through the door. How big was the house? How big was this crowd? The number is not given, but the 
implication is that the number was very great so that no one could get to the doorway. Jesus did not disperse 
the crowd, rather He was teaching them. 

Then a strange thing occurred. Four men, carrying a paralytic, are unable to get through the door, so they 
go to the roof, remove the outer cover, and dig their way through the roof to lower the paralytic into 
Jesus’ home. There are questions in my mind that are not answered in the text. 

• Why won’t the crowd let them in? 
• Why not wait? 
• Who digs through someone’s roof? 

Typically, a roof was approached by an outside staircase, so they could reach it unimpeded. The roof 
of single-story homes was sturdy enough for walking but was normally made of branches and brush 
laid over the roof’s beams and covered with dried mud; thus, one could dig through it. 

This account is recorded here and in Matthew (9:1-8) and Luke (5:17-26) as well, but the tenacity of the 
four men is not retold in Matthew 9:1-2. Here is a possible explanation. Peter, having been there, tells 
the account. Luke is a historian and provides as many details as can be confirmed. Matthew, being called 
afterward, was not there and only shares the details of Jesus’ Messiahship as having authority over sin 
and illness.  

What does it mean that Jesus saw their faith?  

First, remember that faith is a noun (person, place, thing, idea). Faith is not confidence or trust. It is 
the doctrines that are believed (or intended to be believed). Literal translation “And Jesus seeing the 
faith of theirs….”  Jesus had been proclaiming the message and these men understood and believed 
that Jesus is the Messiah and can heal any injury or illness. 

This is in reference to the fact that they did what was necessary to get the paralytic in front of Jesus. 
Is tenacity faith? No, but their faith coupled with a sense of urgency led them to be tenacious. 

The idea of seeing faith is only captured in this account (three books, same account). Did Jesus have 
some divine insight? Of course, He does, but this is recorded for a purpose. We see that those who 
understood who Jesus was knew that only He could assist them. They did what was necessary to 
present the man to Jesus. This is a testimony about the few who believed in contrast to the Pharisees 
and scribes. 

In seeing their activity in response to their belief that He is the Messiah, Jesus responds first by speaking 
to the paralytic, “Your sins are forgiven.” This is not national forgiveness, but this statement must be 
understood regarding the kingdom offer. Did he believe in Jesus and consequently have eternal life? 
Yes, but sins being forgiven is addressing the problem in Israel, and if the kingdom would have come, 
he would have gained entrance into it.  
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Jesus, through instruction from the Father and communicated through the Holy Spirit, used this situation 
to express more clearly to the people who He is. The Jews understood this, as they began to question in 
their minds, who does this man make himself out to be? They do not ask if this man is the Christ; they 
immediately accuse Jesus of blasphemy.  

To demonstrate that He has the authority on earth to forgive sins, Jesus asks them a question. Asking 
questions is the tool that Jesus uses to get people to think rather than echo talking points. There are over 
130 questions recorded in the Gospels that Jesus asks. 

The question is rhetorical. Then to complete the point, He heals the paralytic, where the man gets up 
immediately, picks up his pallet, and leaves. 

What did this demonstrate? That Jesus, the Son of Man, has the authority to forgive sins.  

Verse 10 may not be a quote from Jesus, this could be addressed to the listeners of the testimony.  

In verse 13, the scene changes, but it does not mean that verse 14 takes place at the seashore. It just 
means that He retreated from his home and Capernaum.  

Mark 2:14-17 – The next account is the call of Levi (Matthew). More shocking than the call of a tax 
collector, Jesus has dinner at Matthew’s house in the company of tax collectors and sinners. We understand 
that tax collectors were hated, but who were the sinners? 

What is a sinner? How do the Jews identify sinners? The simple answer is that these people are ones 
who are overtly living in opposition to the Law; they admit it and have given up. One commentator 
suggests that these are people who have been excommunicated from the synagogue. 

Tax collectors were notorious for over-taxing the people so that they could collect for themselves (Luke 
3:12-13). Obviously, these men would have been hated by the Jews, but sinners are in a class by 
themselves as people who are outcasts in the religious sense. Even Peter called himself a sinner (Luke 
5:1-8). 

With this in mind, the paralytic man may also have been designated by the Jews as a sinner, and Jesus 
declared him forgiven in opposition to the Jewish authorities.  

It is an amazing demonstration of grace that Jesus first came to deal with sinners. He did not go the 
religious leaders first, and even Paul mused upon this fact (1 Timothy 1:15). 

CONCLUSION 

Next week we will conclude chapter 2, but for now and as we continue, we need to understand this text in 
regard to Christology. We are identifying Jesus as the Christ and how these accounts demonstrate Jesus’ 
Messiahship to Israel and the world. 


